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JERUSALEM (AP) — His Royal Highfiess 
Crown Prmce Hassan has invited Prime Minister 
Benyannn Netanyahu’s policy advisor to Amman for a 
conference, Israel Radio said. Israeli madia hag report- 
ed that the prime minister is also considering a trip to 
Amman. Israel Radio said thai Mr. Netanyahu aide Dore 
Gold was asked to attend a convention in Amman along 
with Tel Aviv Mayor Roni Milo and former Chief Jus- 
nce Mdr Shamgar. Me Gold could not be immediately 
reached for comment 
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Heatwave 
ends today 

AMMAN (I-T.) — The 
wave that affected the country 
over the past three days, 
bringing temperatures up to a 
niaxixmnn of 37 degrees Cel- 
sius, will come to an end 
today ( Saturday), according 
to meteorology department 
sources. :-Tbfi sources expect- 
ed temperatures to go down 
32 Celsius today, with a 
drop on Sunday and 
Monday. -when temperatures 
are expected to reach a maxi- 
mum of 30 or 31 degrees in 
the biflyareas. However, the 
sources'- expected a further 
increase in temperatures cm 
Wednesday and Thursday 
when temperatures will go up 
a gain to reach a maximum of 
34 to 35 degrees Celsius. The 
sources could not confirm 
whether the expected increase 
□ext Wednesday and Thurs- 
day is caused by a heat wave, 
saying that it is too early to 
predict now. 

Rifkind to visit 
Jordan, S. Arabia 


‘Cuddly dozen 

give new hope it a£ mi * an c <*> - **“*“'* 

„ _ . “ ^Foreign Secretary Malcolm 

panda survive Rifkind is to visit Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia next week to 
discuss ways to advance Mid- 
dle East peace after the Israeli 
election, a British embassy 
official said on Thursday. Mr. 
Rifkind is scheduled to visit 
Saudi Arabia on July 1 and 
meet Saw# Foreign Minister 
Prince Sand AL. Faisal and 
other senior Saudi officials in 
a two-day visit before bead- 
ing to Jordan on July 3 for 
talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein and other officials. 
The embassy spokesman said 
Ml Rifkin d, who visited the 
two stales last November; will 
discuss ways to promote Mid- 
dle East peace after the elec- 
tion of Israeli Likud leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
.opposes trading land for 
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Turkish minister 
to visit Jordan 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
wSf pay a one-day visit to 
Amman Sunday, the ministry 
announced Thursday. Mr. 
Goneosay will meet with 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Khalid Madadha. Jor- 
dan is the only Arab country 
-mestofbave denounced a mili- 
tary accord between Turkey 
and Israel signed in February, 
which allows Israeli pilots to 
train in Turkish airspace. 
Other Arab countries, notably 
Egypt and Syria, condemned 
the accord which they said 
was a threat to the region's 
security. Turkey has also 
incurred the wrath of Syria 
with its plans to dam the 
Euphrates River. Syria has 
said its water supplies from 
the river are seriously deterio- 
rating. The minister’s visit to 
Amman was decided during 
His Majesty King Hussein’S 
nip to Ankara in May. 

Netanyahu prefers 
freedom over U.S. 
defence pact 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — New Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netan- 
yahu, who is to visit Washing- 
ton in July, was quoted on Fri- 
day as saying a defence pact 
with the United States was 
possible but not if it curbed 
Israel's freedom of action. The 
hardlin e Netanyahu, who nar- 
^ rowly defeated Shimon Peres 
in May 29 elections, also said 
be bore no grudge against 
President Bill Clinton for 
backing Mr. Peres in the poIL- 
"It is possible, but not at the 
expense of our freedom of 
action,” Mr. Netanyahu was 
quoted by Israel’s daily 
Maariv as saying. 


Erbakan becomes Turkey’s 
1st Islamist prime minister 


ANKARA (AFP) - Necm- 
ettin Erbakan of the Wel- 
fare Party on Friday 
became the first Islamist 
prime minister in the 73- 
year history of the secular 
Turkish republic. 

“President Suleyman De- 
mirel has ratified Turkey’s 
54th government formed 
under the premiership of 
Necmettin Erbakan,” the 
presidential office said in a 
statement 

The new government is a 
coalition between Mr. Erba- 
kan’s pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party and former Premier 
Tansu Oiler’s conservative 
True Path Party. 

"This government will 
work in harmony and serve 
all the people,” Ml Erba- 
kan, 69, told a news con- 
ference. “We pledge to 
make every effort to solve 


the problems of our coun- 
try.” Ms. Ciller became for- 
eign minister and deputy 
premier in Ml Erbakan's 
coalition govemmenL 
Ms. Ciller's parry also got 
the key ministries of 
defense, interior and edu- 
cation while welfare will 
run the finance ministry. 

At a meeting earlier fri- 
day Ml Erbakan and Ms. 
Ciller sorted out minor dif- 
ferences and reached full 
agreement on the formation 
of the new govemmenL 
Ml Erbakan was charged 
with forming a government 
on June 7 after a coalition 
between ciller’s party and 
its right-wing rival Moth- 
erland Party headed by 
Mesut Yilraaz collapsed in 
late May. 


when the Welfare Party 
emerged as the biggest 
party after legislative elec- 
tions. but without enough 
seats to form a majority in 
parliament. 

After months of haggling, 
the secular conservative 
parties of Ms. Ciller and 
Ml Yilmaz managed to 
form a coalition govern- 
ment, but the alliance col- 
lapsed amid bitter rivalry 
between the leaders and 
strong opposition from 
Welfare. However, political 
analysts here wer already 
saying Mr. Erbakan may 
have problems winning a 
confidence vote, possibly 
in the second week of July, 
wanting that between 12 
and 20 True Path rebels 
could vote against the new 



Thrkey’s new prime minister- designate Islamist Wel- 
fare Party leader Necmettin Erbakan shakes hands 
with his coalition partner TVue Path Party leader and 
Former Prime Minister Tansu Ciller before the two 
announced their agreement to form a coalition govern- 
ment (Reuters photo) 


Turkey has been in politi-.. .govemmenL 
cal turmoil since December “1 will definitely cast a no 


vote in be vote of confi- 
dence,” outgoing Foreign 
Minister Emre Gonensay, a 
former aid to Ms. Ciller, 
told reporters. 

Mr. Erbakan needs the 
suppot of 276 deputies in a 
vote of confidence in the 


550-seat parliament. His 
Welfare ku 158 seals. Ms. 
Ciller’s True Path 129 and 
the smaller ultra-right-wing 
Grand Unity, which had 
pledged to back Mr. 
Erbakan, seven, altogether 
making 294. 


Investigators turn up clues in Saudi bombing 


AL KHOBAR, Saudi Ara- 
bia (Agencies) — Investi- 
gators uncovered clues Fri- 
day in their search for the 
bombers of a U.S. military 
compound here, which 
went on alert after receiving 
another threat. 

U.S. and Saudi investiga- 
tors found the drive train of 
the truck carrying toe 
explosives . tom lolled 19 
ILS. military personnel 
and injured hundreds of 
others late Tuesday. 

It was shown on U.S. tele- 
vision networks and offi- 
cials said toe part con- 
tained a serial number that 
could help track down the 
truck’s origin. 

Meanwhile, Saudi offi- 
cials said they had a good 
description “of the two 
men who parked toe truck 
outside the housing com- 
pound at the King Abdul 
Aziz military base m A1 
Khobar. 

"They are now trying to 
identify them,” one official 
said. 

U.S. Air Force Staff 
Sergeant Alfredo Guerrero, 
29, said he was on top of a 
building in toe compound 
when Ik saw toe truck 
approach, followed by two 
men running away from it 

He added that since a 
bomb threat was received 


referring to “joy rides.” 

General B inford Peay, 
commander of U.S. forces 
in the Middle East, flew to 
AI Khobar from his head- 
quarters at toe MacDill Air 
Force base in Tampa, Flori- 
da, to attend a -memorial 
service Friday for those 
lolled in toe blast, which 
gutted an eight-storey dor- 
mitory. The general will 
also review security 
arrangements, said Captain 
Scott Vadnais, a U.S. Air 
Force spokesman. 

The 2,000 air force per- 
sonnel at the complex of 
dormitories whwe toe 
bomb attack occurred had 
to evacuate their rooms at 
dawn Friday when a bomb 
threat was received by tele- 
phone.U.S. Air Force secu- 
rity personnel conducted a 
search far almost two 
hours but turned up no 
bomb. 

“It was determined to be a 
hoax,” CapL Vadnais said. 

They stayed inside their 
buildings but away from 
glass windows, be said. 
They took pillows and 
blankets and waited for the 
all-clear sign and went back 
to bed.” 

Around 300 servicemen 
and women, including a 
small group of French and 
British military personnel, 


inMay tbererhad been a lot - joined Gen. Peay at the 


of “strange things"' going 
on in toe parking lot just 
outside the fenced base. 

“I guess you could say we 
felt that we were being 
watched,”' SgL Guerrero 
told reporters. 

“Strange things happened 
in that parking lot, locals 
used it to practice driving,” 
the staff sergeant said. 


morning memorial service 
at a make-shift chapel 
inside the old air passenger 
te rminal . 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Thomas Shafer paid an 
emotional tribute to toe 19 
dead, including one who 
was his roomale and deputy 
officer. “These people were 
my friends,” he said, trem- 


bling with emotion and 
choking back sobs. 

“Sometimes we lose our 
own but we will do our mis- 
sion whatever it takes," 
Ll-CoL Sbafer said, 
adding: “We are down, but 
we are not out ” He later 
told reporters how be 
searched for his friend 
Chris Adams in the rubble 
of the eight-floor building. 

‘I heard his life flowing 
out and I tried to stop it,” he 
said. Ll-CoL Shafer, a 42- 
y ear-old of Patrick air force 
base in Florida, said the 
blast occurred just seconds 
after U.S. security officers 
alerted them that a truck 
had been parked outside. 

Also speaking at toe 
memorial was Colonel 
Jonathan Grab on, 440th 
operations group comman- 
der, who denounced the 
attack as “a cowardly ter- 
rorist act that took our 
friends.” 

Brigadier General Terry J. 
Schwalier said the 19 vic- 
tims were “struck down by 
a cowardly terrorist act" as 
they were helping to 
enforce United Nations res- 
olutions. 

The United States, along 
with British and French air 
forces here are enforcing a 
no-fly zone aimed at pro- 
tecting Shiite Muslims in 

southern Iraq 

Flights from King Abdul 
A ih. base were cut back 
sharply after the bombing, 
but resumed their normal 
rate overnight on Thursday, 
CapL Vadnais said 
Meanwhile, the Saudi 
government prevented U.S. 
investigators from ques- 
tioning four terrorists in the 
1995 bombing of a U.S. 


military installation in 
Riyadh before they were 
beheaded, the New York 
Times said Friday. 

Unidentified administra- 
tion officials told toe daily 
that the Federal Bureau of 
Jnvestigtion (FBI) was 
especially miffed by the 
Saudis' refusal to give them 
access to toe four suspects, 
since their agents had pro- 
vided the Saudi govern- 
ment with valuable help in 
tracking down the terror- 
ists. 

The FBI, toe Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
and the Pentagon had 
hoped that by interrogating 
the confessed terrorists they 
could have foiled further 
attacks such as this week’s 
bombing, White House 
officials told toe daily. 

Air force spokesman 
Stratford said toe investiga- 
tion into the attack, the sec- 
ond against U.S. service 
personnel in Saudi Arabia 
in seven months, was 
“ongoing.” 

“What the FBI has told 
me is that they would prob- 
ably be here for weeks,” he 
said. “They said they 
would be working late 
when it’s cooler. 1 would 
assume that they are look- 
ing for anything that would 
tell them what the bomb 
make-up was.” 

Another spokesman said 
Saudi Ministty of 
Information officials were 
questioning late on Thurs- 
day three security officers 
who saw the truck pull up 
near the complex and two 
men jump out and speed off 
in a waiting car. 

He said they were being 
asked about the dress and 


“attitude” of the men but 
gave no further details. 

U.S. Defence Secretaty 
William Perry is due in 
Saudi Arabia 

on Saturday to visit the 
devastated scene and dis- 
cuss better security for U.S. 
troops, a U.S. official said 
in Washington. 

Meanwhile, toe U.S. Sen- 
ate condemned on Thurs- 
day night the truck-bomb- 
ing and urged reasonable 
means to punish toe 
bombers. 

It approved a resolution 
condemning the bombing 
by voice vote. 

It said the Senate “deter- 
mines that such terror 
attacks present a clear 
threat to U.S. interests in 
the Gulf (and) calls upon 
toe U.S. government to 
continue to assist toe gov- 
ernment of Saudi Arabia in 
its efforts to identify those 
responsible for this con- 
temptible arrack.” 

The resolution also “urges 
the U.S. government to use 
all reasonable means avail- 
able to the government of 
the United Stales to punish 
toe parties responsible for 
this cowardly bombing." 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati rejected 
on Thursday any suggestion 
that Tehran was behind the 
bomb explosion. 

"AU these accusations are 
without foundation. We are 
totally against terrorism. 
We betive firmly in this,” 
Mr. Velayati told a news 
conference in the Ukrainian 
capital Kiev. 

“We have been victims of 
terrorism ourselves. We are 
in no way involved in this.” 
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Gunmen did not cross 
from Jordan — inquiry 


AMMAN (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian guerrillas who shot 
dead three Israeli soldiers 
on the Ionian border did 
not launch the attack from 
Jordanian territory, an 
inquiry by toe Jordanian 
army concluded Thursday. 

“A search of the whole” of 
the central Jordan Valley 
region and a painstaking 
investigation in the area 
proved the guerrillas did 
not infiltrate from Jordan" 
to cany out Wednesday’s 
attack, a senior official told 
AFP on the basis of the 
inquiry. 

The Israeli army said the 
gunmen crossed from Jor- 
dan into the occupied West 
Bank to attack a routine 
patrol. 

They shot dead three sol- 
diers, wounded two other* 
and seized a machinegun 
mounted on a patrol car 
before fleeing back across 
the border, the army said. 

General Uzi Dayan, com- 
mander of Israel’s central 
region comprising the West 


Bank, said that tracks left 
by the unackers led back to 
toe Jordan River which 
forms the borJer between 
the two countries 

But the Jordanian official 
said the unackers "probably 
came from the Palestinian 
territories and are hiding 
there now." 

“The fact that the guerril- 
las seized an Israeli 
machinegun proves tliey 
had a hiding place near to 
where the incident look 
place." he said 

If they were headed back 
to Jordan “they would not 
have loaded themselves 
down with such a weapon 
which they could not carry 
far," he said. 

The attack was claimed 
by a Syrian-based hardline 
Palestinian group, Al Intifa- 
da headed by Abu Musa. It 
said it was carried out by 
one of its groups "working 
in occupied Palestine.” 


Netanyahu aide secretly 
meets Arafat in Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — An envoy of hardline Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu secretly met Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat for the first time. Israeli political sources 
said on Friday. 

A spokesman for Mr. Netanyahu told Reuters he could not 
confirm or deny that Mr. Netanyahu’s political adviser Dore 
Gold met Mr. Arafat on Thursday night at the Palestinian 
leader's Gaza Strip home. But political sources confirmed the 
meeting. 

Mr. Netanyahu, elected a month ago on a promise to take a 
hard line in negotiations with Palestinians, has resisted meeting 
Mr. Arafat saying he would do so if Israeli security depended 
on face-to-face talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu declined to talk to reporters before he con- 
vened his weekly cabinet meeting in Jerusalem. 

In Gaza on Friday, Mr. Arafat also declined comment 

The sources said Mr. Gold delivered a message from .Mr. 
Netanyahu saying Israel hoped to continue talks on a peace 
settlement, including a final accord, with the Palestinian 
Authority, set up under an interim accord with the, previous 
govemmenL 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and his successor Shimon 
Peres, both of the Labour Pany, were the first Israeli leaders to 
meet Mr. Arafat Their breakthrough interim peace accord was 
sealed with a White House handshake in 1993. 

News of the secret meeting — first reported on Friday m 
Israel's biggest newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth — was welcomed 
by Israeli peace activists but assailed by Rehavam Zcevi. leader 
oi' the tiny far-right Moledei Pony. "What did we change the 
government in Israel for?" he asked. 

Labour Member of Parliament Hagai Merom called it “a lit- 
tle absurd” to send an aide covertly when Mr. Arafat met Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Peres dozens of times. But he welcomed the 
meeting as a firs; step. 

A Dahaf Institute poll of 503 Israelis, published by Yedioth 
Ahronoth on Friday, showed 59 per cent believed Mr. 
Netanyahu must soon meet Mr. Arafat. Thirty per cent said 
they believed he should not and 1 1 per cent had no response. 

Sir. Netanyahu, who opposes swapping occupied Arab land 
for peace, said after meeting U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in Jerusalem on Tuesday that he intended to 
expand a dialogue with Mr. Arafat's self-rule authority. Yedio- 
th Ahronoth said Mr. Gold gax'e Mr. Arafat a list of what Israel 
viewed as Palestinian violations of agreements with Israel. The 
newspaper said it was unclear how Mr. Arafat responded. 


G-7 denounces terrorism, 
hails lowered trade barriers 


LYON, France (AP) — After 
denouncing toe scourge of 
international terrorism, 
world leaders on Friday 
h ailed lowered trade barriers 
and other economic reforms 
for creating "Trig opportuni- 
ties for toe future.” 

"Econ omic growth and 
fcpn nmic progress in the 
inter-dependent world of 
today are bound op with the 
process of globalisation," 
the summit leaders said in a 
draft of a joint economic 
statement, a copy of which 
was obtained by the Associ- 
ated Press . 

Globalisation refers to toe 
increasing inter-dependence 
of national economies as 
barriers to trade and 
investment are relaxed 

.“Globalisation opens big 
ojiportumties for the future. 


not only for our countries but 
for all others,” toe leaders 
said in toe statement 
But toe Group of Seven 
countries acknowledged 
that not all workers or coun- 
tries of the world had bene- 
fited equally from the new 
global economy. 

It warned that nations who 
are slow in making toe need- 
ed economic reforms could 
be hurt by rising competi- 
tion.’Xjlobalisation con- 
fronts society and economies 
with demands," toe draft 
communique said: 

“The advantages won’t 
come into play if toe coun- 
tries don’t adjust to toe 
growing competition.” 

While the first day of the 
seven-nation summit 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel accuses Syria of being ‘terrorist state’ 

Damascus: Netanyahu-Clinton meeting decides future of peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Hardline Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu slammed Syria 
as a “terrorist sate" in an 
interview published on Fri- 
day. 

Ml Netanyahu was quot- 
ed on Friday by Israel’s 
Maariv daily as saying: 
“We at the moment face a 
clear attempt, both by Iran 
and Syria, to increase ter- 
ror attacks against us." He 
added: “There are also very 
serious complaints by the 
Jordanians and the Turks 
about terror attacks that 
Syria is waging against 
them. In practice, Syria 
today is acting and behav- 
ing as a terrorist state.” 

In response to earlier 
accusations by the Israeli 
prim e minister, Syria on 
Thursday likened Mr. 


Netanyahu to Hitler. 

Syria hosts a 1 0-member 
radical Palestinian alliance 
that includes the Islamic 
Jihad and Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement, Hamas. 

Israel insists Syria could 
curb pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God) guerrillas 
fighting its occupation of a 
narrow South Lebanon 
security zone. Syria is the 
main power broker in 
Lebanon. 

Syria, meanwhile said on 
Friday that talks between 
Mr. Netanyahu and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in 
Washington would deride 
toe future of the peace 
process in the Middle East. 

The ruling party newspa- 
per AI Baath said Mr. 
Netanyahu had “left noth- 
ing new to say” after he 
rejected toe trading of Arab 


lands for peace, but it 
urged the United States to 
adopt "a clear policy" to 
deal with the hardline 
Likud leader. 

Arab countries at their 
first summit in six years 
last weekend warned Mr. 
Netanyahu that if he fol- 
lowed through with a policy 
opposed to trading land for 
peace, a cornerstone of toe 
Middle East peace process, 
they would rethink conces- 
sions made in the last five 
years of peacemaking. 

* “The meeting (between 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Netanyahu) will be deri- 
sive because it will lead to 
results that will either neg- 
atively or positively affect 
the whole peace process in 
the Middle East,” Al Baato 
said 

Mr. Netanyahu’s talks 


with Mr. Clinton, sched- 
uled for early July, would 
mainly focus" on peace in 
toe Middle East. He would 
also address a joint meet- 
ing of the U.S. Congress on 
July 10. 

“N’etanyahu, accoiding ro 
his platform, continues 
until now at least to state a 
clear and open retraction 
from toe basis of peace. 

“But would that (retrac- 
tion) be the case for toe 
American 

administration which has 
not yet adopted a clear pol- 
icy to deal with toe Likud 
government," Al Baath 
said 

"Surely, retraction would 
not be in toe interest of this 
administration winch 
shouldered the responsibil- 
ity to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peace in 


the region." AI Baath 

added. 

The Syrian daily .said 
Arabs do not want toe 
region “to go 

back to the circles of vio- 
lence" and hoped the 
Cairo warning would be on 
toe agenda of toe U.S.- 
Israeli meeting. 

‘The question now is 
what would this rebellious 
(Netanyahu) say to an 
administration (U.S.) that 
spared no chance to reas- 
sure its role os an honest 
broker and its commitment 
to toe land for peace princi- 
ple,” AI Baath said. 

The official daily Al 
Thawra said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s calls to estab- 
lish "greater Israel” shows 
that Israel does not intend 
to work for peace with 
Arabs. 
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S. Arabia’s effort to thwart 


terrorism questioned in U.S. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, June 29/1996 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Despite U.S: assurances 
that precautions were taken 
in Saudi Arabia, new ques- 
tions emerged Friday about 
whether Saudi authorities 
fuiiy cooperated to avoid an 
attack on U.S. interests 
there. The State Depart- 
ment reiterated it had no 
complaints about the work 
of Saudi officials investi-’ 
gating Tuesday's terrorist 
bombing outside a housing 
complex at A1 Khobar that 
killed 19 U.S. servicemen 
and injured hundreds. 

•■We've had excellent 
cooperation in the last cou- 
ple of days.” spokesman 
Glyn Davies said. 'That’s 
where our efforts are 
focused.” 

Mr. Davies declined to 
comment on whether there 
was dissatisfaction with the 
Saudi handling of the previ- 
ous attack on a Saudi-U.S. 
training centre in Riyadh 
that killed five Americans 
and iwo Indians. 

Joint chiefs of staff chair- 
man John Shalikashvili has 
suggested the truck bomb- 
ing near Dhahran might be 
tied to the Nov. 13 attack 
which was followed by 
numerous threats of repeat- 


ed violence targeted against 
the U.S. military presence 
in Saudi Arabia. 

U.S. officials noted pri- 
vately that Washington did 
not want to call into doubt 
Saudi Arabia as a host 
country to the largest con- 
tingent of U.S. troops in the 
Gulf and suggested that 
complaints would be han- 
dled quietly. 

“We are not about to crit- 
icise Saudi Arabia at this 
critical juncture.” a U.S. 
official said, speaking on 
condition he not be named. 

A team of 40 U.S. investi- 
gators was working along- 
side their Saudi counter- 
parts to track down those 
responsible for the attack 
that occurred when a truck 
bomb detonated near the 
housing complex late Tues- 
day. 

Reports surfaced Friday 
that U.S. intelligence, mili- 
tary and law enforcement 
officials were not allowed 
to question the four Saudi 
nationals that were behead- 
ed on May ,31 for the 
November attrtek. 

The Saudi Islamic funda- 
mentalists were executed 
despite requests from the 
U.S. agencies for an inter- 



rogation that could have 
provided information on 
possible other plots against 
U.S. targets, the- New York 
Times said. 

“I think we were pretty 
aggressive in seeking per- 
mission to talk to these 
men” a Pentagon official 
was quoted as saying. “We 
were never given an answer 
why we couldn't see them.” 

Another Pentagon official 
who also requested 
anonymity said that Saudi 
cooperation in the U.S. 
invesdgaiion of the Riyadh 
bombing was “far less than 
we bad hoped.” 

Separately, the Washing- 
ton Post quoted unnamed 
officials as saying that there 
were a number of incidents 
leading up to Tuesday's 
blast that indicate prepara- 
tions were under way for 
the attack. 

Pistol shots were fired, 
photographs were taken 
and guards noted other 
forms of surveillance of the 
Ai Khobar complex near 
the Saudi airbase where 
U.S., French and British 
troops were based. 

“There are very few times 
when you get as many hints 
that people are interested in 


doing you harm as you got 
on this one." an intelligence 
official was quoted by the 
Post as saying. Defense 
Secretary William Perry 
said that the tanker truck 
carrying the explosives had 
tried to enter the compound 
earlier Tuesday but was 
turned away. 

Since ihe November 
attack, the State Depart- 
ment has issued seven 
warnings to Americans in 
Saudi Arabia in response to 
threats, Mr. Davies said 

Saudi officials however 
failed to take the threats 
seriously even, though they 
were responsible for securi- 
ty outside the perimeter of 
the airbase where the truck 
bomb exploded. 

Following the latest State 
Department advisory to 
U.S. nationals in May. 
Saudi Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz had played down the 
risk of an anti-U.S. attack 
in the kingdom. 

“Such threats are child's 
play,” Prince Sultan told a 
news conference in Al Karj, 
south of Riyad. 

“The kingdom will not be 
influenced by any threat," 
he said. 
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US. MILITARY SURVEY BOMB-DAMAGED VEHICLES: Two US. military personnel survey the damage of a 
row of bombed vehicles at the Khobar Tbwers housing complex on the King Abdul Aziz Air Base in Uftanranirh- 
dav. Nineteen American servicemen were killed and several hundred injured when a Fuel truck containing a oontb 
exploded near the northern perimeter of the base on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


Israel ‘closing the door’ to peace — Qaddoumi 


VIENNA (AFP) — Israel 
is closing the door to peace 
by calling for international 
action against Syria over 
the actions of Palestinian 
radicals based in Damas- 
cus. Faruk Qaddoumi. the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) “for- 
eign minister.” said here. 

His criticism . followed 
the call made Thursday by 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu in 
response to an attack by a 


Damascus-based Palestin- 
ian group which killed 
three Israeli soldiers in an 
ambush along the border 
with Jordan. 

Mr. Netanyahu said the 
international community 
should “take the necessary 
actions” against Syria and 
accused the West of turn- 
ing a blind eye to Syria’s 
involvement in terrorism. 

Mr. Qaddoumi said the 
remarks showed that “he is 
. not; ready for peace and 


instead of working posi- 
tively for the peace 
process, he is going to 
reopen the cycle of vio- 
lence and of tensions. 
‘The Arabic countries have 
called for peace and he 
should answer them posi- 
tively. But instead of that, 
he sends a message of 
threat.” 

Mr. Qaddoumi, the 
PLO’s political affairs 
chief, said Mr. Netanyahu 
sought to block the peace 


Sudanese rebel group 
breaks away from SPLA 


NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese 
rebels based in the Western 
Nuba mountains region 
said on Friday they were 
breaking away from the 
main anti -government rebel 
movement because of 
unequal representation. 

They also said they had 
no objection to peace talks 
with Khartoum, which in 
April signed peace pacts 
with two factions that broke 
away from the main Sudan 
People's Liberation .Army 
(SPLA) in 1991. 

"Now we've taken a 
regional stand. We’re not 
under any party or any gov- 
ernment” Mohammad 
Haroun Kali Aburas, chair- 
man of the Nuba Mountains 


central committee of the 
SPLA, told a Nairobi news 
conference. 

“We entered the war in 
1984 and now it is 1996. In 
12 years of struggle in soli- 
darity with the south, the 
SPLA/SPLM (Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Move- 
ment) has given U.S. many 
losses," he said. 

“When we go over the 
whole thing, when we look 
at it it is always... losses and 
there's no pointing at suc- 
cess.” he said. ' 

The SPLA led by John 
Garang is dominated by 
members of the southern 
Dinka tribe but includes 
other tribal minorities. 

The SPLA has been fight- 


ing Sudanese government 
forces since 1983 for 
greater autonomy or inde- 
pendence of the Christian 
and animist south from the 
mainly Muslim and Ara- 
bised north. 

Asked if the Nuba people 
would enter into talks with 
Khartoum. Haroun said: 
“We don’t mind entering 
into talks with them. What 
we are doing is for the wel- 
fare of our region.” 

He also stated his opposi- 
tion to the partitioning of 
Sudan along religious lines. 
“We are unionists — vve 
believe in the unity of 
Sudan. We're not getting 
into separatist acts.” he 
said. 


process by refusing to 
negotiate on issues like 
refrigees, land and water. 
Mr. Qaddoumi also 
denounced the closure of 
West Bank territories and 
Gaza by the Israelis. 

Asked about the status of 
Jerusalem. Mr. Qaddoumi 
said. “East Jerusalem, is 
part of the territories occu- 
pied in 1967 and should be 
returned to the Palestini- 
ans.” 

Mr. Qaddoumi urged the^ 


international community, 
particularly the United 
States, to put pressure on 
Israel to get the peace 
process back on track. He 
said that Washington 
“should be more active”. 

Mr. Qaddoumi arrived 
Wednesday in Vienna. On 
Thursday, he had talks with 
Chancellor Franz Vran- 
itzky and and with the 
speaker of the Austrian 
parliament. Heinz Fischer.- 


North Afghanistan ‘extremely 
tense’ after warlord’s slaying 


Rifkihd:- Israeli government's- a 
serious challenge’ to peace process 

LONDON (AFP) — British Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind said in a newspaper article published here Friday 
that the newly-elected Israeli government led by Benjamin 
Netanyahu "will pose a serious challenge to the Middle 
East peace process." 

“The language of the new government is strong: no deal 
on the Golan or Jerusalem, no discussion of Palestinian 
statehood, the expansion of settlements.” he wrote in an 
article for the Guardian on Britain's role in the Middle 
East. 

“If this remains Israel’s position then negotiations would 
be extremely difficult," said Mr. Rikind. who is to visit 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan next week. 

The foreign secretary added however that the peace 
process “must not be allowed to fail." and said he hoped the 
Israeli government would pursue it seriously. 

“I see Britain's role as encouraging the new government 
to see Israel's interests as we see them,” he wrote. 

"We believe a secure Israel is compatible with a settle- 
ment which respects Palestinian. Syrian and Lebanese 
interests. ‘To ignore those .interests would only store up 
serious trouble for the future," he warned. 

Mr. Rifkind’s visit to Saudi Arabia will include a meeting 
with his Saudi counterpart. Prince Saud Al Faisal, and 
other officials. 


KABUL (AFP) — Northern 
Afghanistan and the boom 
town of Mazar-i-Sharif were 
“extremely tense" Friday 
following the killing this 
week of the area's most 
powerful warlord, sources 
here said. 

Rasool Pahlawan, who 
was nominally northern 
leader General* Abdul • 1 
JR^d^stviras top. - com- 


during a funeral service in 
Mazar late Monday, they 
said. 

The murder of Mr. Rasool, 
who is believed to have bad 
a military force stronger, 
than that of his rival Gen. 
Dostum, has thrown usually 
calm and apparendy stable 
northern Afghanistan into 
turmoil amid speculation 
that Gen. Dostum may have 
been behind the plot. “Many 
shops are still shut and the 
atmosphere in Mazar and its 
surrounding areas is highly 
charged and volatile," a trav- 
eller from the region told 
AFP. 

“There have also been 
unconfirmed reports of 
clashes between Mr. 
Rasool 's and Gen. Dostum's 
forces north of Mazar, while 
Gen. Dostum seems to have 
arrested several of Mr. 
Rasool's senior comman- 
ders." another source said. 


Mr. Rasool was buried in 
his home town of Maimana 
in northern Faryab province 
Tuesday following the 
killin g by a bodyguard who 
was himself reportedly 
immediately gunned down 
by another security man. 

Gen. Dostum has mean- 
while appointed another of 
■ 'his "top commanders. Lai 
!:Pahtawan (no relation), nun 
^succeedMr. Rasool. sources,!*- 
SaidriVln'Lal 'is - reported - - 

firmly pro-Dostum, spark- 
ing fears he may not be able 
to command the loyalty of 
Mr. Rasool's troops, which 
are spread throughout the 
northern region, and trigger- 
ing unrest, they said. Ten- 
sion had been building up 
between Mr. Rasool and 
Gen. Dostum's forces for 
several ’ weeks, sparking 
widespread conjecture here 
and in Mazar that Gen. Dos- 
tum may be considering 
striking a peace deal with 
the Kabul government. 
sources there said. 

Kabul had desperately 
been trying to woo Gen. 
Dostum into the government 
— of which former opposi- 
tion chief Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar has just become pre- 
mier — but Mr. Rasool was 
violently opposed to any 
Afghan opposition leader 
establishing contacts with 
Kabul. 


“It is up to Dostum, but as 
for as 1 am concerned, it will 
never happen," he told AJj? 
in January. * 

Mr. Rasool's death could 
leave Gen. Dostum a freer 
hand to consider a deal with 
Kabul, a move which would 
dramatically alter this war- 
tom country ’s political land- 
scape. observers here said. 

•Dosimniwoukl .jkJw be 
wel 1 qdi&ed : to think-about 
coming to 1 Kabul- to -take a 
role in the central adminis- 
tration," a seasoned political 
analyst here said. 

“If he doesn’t, he could 
find his power waning and 
become isolated, particular- 
ly after the shattering of the 
opposition alliance triggered 
by Mr. Hekmatyar joining 
the government ” he added. 

But while some observers 
believe Mr. Rasool’s assas- 
sination could lead to a part 
with Kabul bringing wiuRt 
the hope of more stability in 
the country, others say his 
murder could permanently 
shatter the peace in the 
region which has been free 
of war for more than 10 
years. 

“There could be a massive 
explosion of violence in the 
area as various commanders 
vye to succeed Rasool, 
which could destabilise the 
whole area for a very long 
time.” an observer said. ' 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Mocvnin 

15 JO Pamkin Patch 

16:00 Blue Heelers 

16:40 Big Brothers Jake 

17:00 .News flash 

17:02 - Oidy 

17:15 Document — La Vie 
Dev ant Moi 

17:30 Game Show — Que Le 
Meillcur Gagne 

18:00 Serie — Chateau Va/lon 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Faut Pas 
Rever 

19 JO New headlines 

19:35 Comedy — The Torkel- 
sons 

20:00 Album Show 

20:55 ...Prism — Talk Show 

21:10 Miami Vice 

22:00 .News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
23:10 Feature Film — “Blue Tor- 
nado" 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:53 ftjr 

05:28 (Sunrise) Duiui 

12:39 Dhuhr 

16:19 ‘Asr 

19:50 -Maghreb 

21:25 Iiha 

CHURCHES 

SL Man of Nazareth Churdi 
SweifieK Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the AnnunkatioD 
Tel. 637440. 



De la SaDe Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Churdi Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Ev angelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Churdi of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

inAromanTeL811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Temperatures are expected to 
drop significantly becoming 
around average with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. Fur- 
ther drops in temperatures are 
expected on Sunday and Mon- 
day. In Aqaba, it will be relative- 
ly hoL winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman —.^1/32 


Aqaba 215/38 

Deserts 18/36 

Jordan Valley .25/38 

Yesterday’s high temperamres: 
Amman 36, Aqaba 42 Humidity 
readings: Amman 22 per cent. 
Aqaba 27 per cent . 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wisam Hzayyin — 748563 
Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah 820425 
Dr. Munther Al Quraini 

779959 

Dc Abdul Hadi Tayyim 6201 15 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .—..778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

. Najib pharmacy 847632 

IKBID: 

Dc Ghazi Ta’amneh 250080 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Al Safarini ...985832 
Khafifeh pharmacy . — .985417 

emergencies 

Food Control Centre .....637 111 
Ovfl Defence Department 

_ _ 661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

_ 630341 

Civfl Defence Emergency ...199 


Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade -.617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TY-affic Police 896390- 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints — 66 1 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints - 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ... 0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis ..,....,,623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 0S- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

1 813813/32 

KhaHdi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity, X- ’ Amn. 


6424-41/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity' 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University' Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnadier Hospital-667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AfcR Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Asbrafieh 

- .7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka ‘..S9I61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(091900560 

Bra Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al HBcam Modem Hospital 

-(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basra Hospital 

- (021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- (02)272275 

Ibn A! Nafees Hospital 

-.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at (he Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

68:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 Jakarta. 

Singapore. New Delhi <RJj 

10:20 - BeiniURJj 

10*J0 -New Delhi iRJ) 

10=30 —Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 — Colombo (RJ i 

15:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

15:45 J4ewYot1cAinstadami RJ) 

17:20 — Cairo (RJ) 

19:15 London. Berlin (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

01:10 — Lamaca (RJ) 

05:30 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

1^:40 .Muscat. Doha (OF) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 

19:^5 — Amsterdam (KLi 

20 J5 Cairo (MS) 

20--55 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

21:10 .Beirut (ME) 

21:15 L- London (BA) 

22 35 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 - London (KJ) 

03:00 -...Kuwait (KJ) 


03:00 Rome (AZ) 

03:30 -...Amalia (RK) 

Royal Wings tRW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (QAlA — proceeds 
to Marka airport at 10:00 
a.m.HRW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

04:30 Damascus iRJ) 

06:35 Beirut tRJ> 

- Istanbul (RJ) 

12:00 -.Vienna (RJ) 

12-JO Amsterdam. New York 
»RJ) 

J2J0 Amaadnm. Chkagu t RJ) 

13:00 Geneva, Madrid ( RJ ) 

13:10 Paris (RJi 

13:15 ...-.JSnesivAnNctiffiuRJ) 

13:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 Jjjndon (RJ) 

21:10 Lamaca (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah t RJ i 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJi 

2L’20 Riyadh iRJ) 

22:20 Abu Dhabi DuM (RJ) 

22=20 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

Other Flight 

08:45 Beimt (ME) 

14^30 AhiDfwft Retain (Gfi 

Vienna iOS» 

20:45 - Kuwait (KL> 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:30 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 Fhrii Dumtus (AF) 

04:00 -Amsrerdam (KL) 

04:00 Rome (AZ) 

04:30 Antalia (TK) 

°6 ;40 - London (TK) 


Royal Wings (R\V) Flights j 
20:30 Aqaba (KM 

HUAZ RAILWAY train 
D ep. Amman 8:00 ajn. every 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 pamevoy 
Monday 
Dep. Duniscus 7:30 ajn. evei> 
Sunday 

Am. Amman 5:00 p.m- every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upprr/loucr priiv inJUsperkg. 

Apricot '.....70W5W 

Apple .TOQffCfl 

Banana .6flQftO° . 

BunaraiMidcativueri-^^filSO 

Banana (imported) 

Cabbage ..tOO/^ 1 

Carrot I3EVJ® 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (large) -.'KIOTO 

Cucumber (s rttB) 

Eggplant J2Qfl40 

Garlic .tfOMOO 

Lemon (12050° 

Marrow (large) 150/1°° 

Marrow (small) .210/150 

Muftikhkh 130® 

Onion (drv) -130/?°! 

Okra ..900/60°! 

Orange -400/3°° 

340 / 2 :; - ;* 

Peach - j 

ftpper(hot) .-400/30°; 

Pepper (sweet) ..480/32°; 

Potato .280/170; 


Sweet melon .400/3°° j 

Tomato .,.140/8°; 

Watermelon ! 



furday, Ju 


e News 



Jordan limes, Saturday, June 29, 1996 


^92® MOM: HRH Prince Hussein inspects for himself Rood- 
Tn?*^ ,s ^ ee< * s ®^P°” opened by his mother Princess Rania 
U^on Friday. The event is organised by Jordan Foundation for Exhibitions 
- JS p “ y i products of 45 Jor d a nian and four Pakistani comp anies over 10 
l (Petra photo) 
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of editor in counterfeit currency 
case begins; defendant pleads innocent 


By Sana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMistAN — A publisher of 
a local weekly tabloid, 
accused of possessing 
counterfeit bank notes, 
Thursday pleaded innocent 
at a State Security Court 
session. 

Nayef Tawara, 35, pub- 
lisher of A1 Bilad weekly 
newspaper, told the court 
zoom that he was not guilty 
of conscious possession of 
$100,000 in forged U.S. 
banknotes, the charge 'filed 
against him by die State 
Securityprosecutox: 

According to (be prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, Mr. 
Ewiffa-MBet . with an Iraqi 
; man named Jassexn Obeidi 
in’Wasfi Tel ’Street who 
"banded him an envelope 
filled with counterfeit 
money and told him 'this is 
your present and I will caU 


you tomorrow.”* 

Ml Tawara, who was 
under surveillance by 
police, was palled over by a 
police unit on Wasfi Tel 
Street, the charge sheet 
said. 

“What you are looking 
for is under the seat/* foe 
charge sheet quoted Ml 
T awara as saying to foe 
police officers. 

A search of his vehicle, 
registered in his name, 
revealed foe forged curren- 
cy in an envelope con- 
cealed under foe seat, foe 
charge sheet said. Ml 
T hwara was immediately 
arrested. 

Police were acting upon a 
“tip-off” when they arrest- 
ed Ml Tawara after moni- 
toring his movements for 
three days, an official 
source told the Jordan 
Times earlier. 

Upon interrogation, Ml 


Tawara told investigators 
that he did not know why 
foe money was given to 
him, and that foe man who 
handed him foe money told 
him “it came from Qtisai' 
Hussein." 

Qtisai Hussein, 29, the 
son of Saddam Hussein, 
heads the Iraqi military 
intelligence and a security 
unit directly in charge of 
protecting senior Iraqi fig- 
ures, including President 
Saddam himself. 

Ml Ihwara is also 
expected to stand trial at a 
civil court on a second 
charge, receiving money 
through clandestine means 
from an external source. 

At die end of the court 
session. Presiding Judge 
Yousef Faouri set July 7 
and 8 to start hearing foe 
prosecution witnesses. 


Fuheis festival to highlight 
Amman’s history 


i.uk-i 
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By GhaJBaAhil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians are 
promised a treat of cultural 
and musical activities rang- 
ing from the history- 
soaked lyrics of Sayyed 
Makkawi to thorough dis- 
cussions of the past of 
Amman as a capital at the 
Seventh Fuheis Cultural 
Festival which opened in 
tins city, 20 kilometres west 
of Amman, Friday. 

The festival, which was 
officially inaugurated by 
Princess Sumayah Bent Al 
Hassan whp deputised for 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, will bring 
together Arab artists, musi- 
cians, historians and writers 
who will contribute to 
rekindling the cultural her- 
itage of this ancient city. 

Organised by the Fuheis 
Youth Club, foe one-week 
festival is expected to 
attract 30,000 people with 
Jordanians constituting 70 
per cent of the festival- 
goers, Nidal Muda’een, 
member of the higher com- 


mittee for foe organisation 
of foe festival, told foe Jor- 
dan Times Friday. 

He added that some of the 
festival’s activities are 
geared to amuse the chil- 
dren through free-of-charge 
theatre performances. 

The festival. Ml 
M uda’een added, will fea- 
ture musical performances 
by Lebanese singer Claudia 
Shamali, Iraqi singer 
Sadonn Jaber, and Jordan- 
ian singer Osama Jabour, 
among others. 

However, the highlight of 
foe festival is foe Egyptian 
musician Sayyed Makkawi 
who is best known for his 
song “The land speaks Ara- 
bic", which remains popu- 
lar years after it was 
released in foe heyday of 
Arab nationalism. 

Historians and lecturers 
incl uding writer Abdul 
Rahman Shuqeir, professor 
of History at the University 
of Jordan Saleh Hamameh 
a nd Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi will cfiscuss 
the history acid develop- 
ment of foe capital Amman. 


The discussions will be 
accompanied by a display 
of photographs of the city 
since the early days of foe 
emir ate to foe present-day. 

The role of opposition 
newspapers in Jordan, 
“Arab Women and recent 
challenges," as ‘ well as 
“Arab Drama, Reality and 
Aspiration" are subjects to 
be addressed during the fes- 
tival by several Jordanian 
and Arab journalists, 
experts, artists and critics. 

Dramatic performances 
as well as exhibitions will 
also be featured during the 
festival. 

Ml Muda’een said that 
the proceeds of the festival, 
whose cost is estimated at 
JD 50,000, will go to foe 
club. 

No tax wifi be levied on 
foe proceeds of the festival 
in light of a recent govern- 
ment decision to exempt all 
annual cultural activities 
from taxes, be added. - 

“The festival win have a 
positive effect on tourism 
and economy at the local 
level " said Ml Muda’een. 



JPA board to meet with Kabariti 

‘Controversy over draft association law to be ironed out ’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The president 
and members of the board 
of foe Jordan Press Associ- 
ation (JPA) are meeting 
today with Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti to 
discuss the drafting of a 
new JPA law by the Min- 
istry of Info rmati on. 

JPA sotmass Friday said 
the question of amending 
the present JPA law, which 
has been in force since 
1983, win also be taken up 
at the meeting which ca mp. 
at foe JPA’s request. 

The meeting is seen as 
another attempt by the JPA 
board to abort the Ministry 
of Information's drive to 
introduce a new law gov- 
erning the association, 
which considers itself the 
only concerned party that 
should deal with foe ques- 
tion of drafting legislation 
related to its policies and 
activities. 


Last month the JPA board 
met the speakers of the Sen- 
ate and the Lower House of 
Parliament to discuss foe 
same issue which has 
sparked a controversy 
between foe JPA board and 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasber. 

JPA President Suleiman 
Qudah said last month that 
foe meetings were pan of 
moves taken by the JPA 
board to protest the Min- 
istry’s drafting of the law 
without JPA’s participation. 
He said that foe JPA had to 
take such moves to explain 
its position because foe 
draft law would soon be 
referred to parliament for 
approval. 

In April the association 
held an emergency meeting 
and issued a warning 
a gains t attempts to “mar- 
ginalise foe association” 
and stressed its intention to 
confront all moves to 
change foe JPA law without 
the association's parti cipa-. 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

tion or knowledge. 

Among other concepts 
deemed ’‘unacceptable" by 
foe JPA, foe ministry-spon- 
sored draft law is believed 
to exclude mandatory 
membership and stamp out 
all conditions required for 
writers and journalists to 
become JPA members. 

The meeting with foe 


Suleiman Qudah 

Prime Minister Saturday 
comes less than one week 
before the JPA’s general 
assembly meeting during 
which its members will not 
only discuss the controver- 
sial issue but will also elect 
a new JPA president and 
board members for foe 
coming two years. 

Five candidates are run- 


ning for foe JPA presiden- 
cy: Seif Shartf, Bassim 

Sakijha, Khaled Mahadin,, 
Faisal Shboul and Salah 
Shboul The final list of 
candidates for foe board has 
not yet been finalised. 

On Thursday, 14 journal- 
ists were formally sworn in 
as new JPA members before 
Acting Minister of Infor- 
mation Nasser Lawzi in the 
presence of foe Director 
General of die Press and 
Publication Department 
Mohammad Amin and theJ- 
PA Secretary Fakhri Abu 
Hamdeh. 

With foe new members 
foe JPA roster now numbers 
367, according to Mr. Abu 
Hamdeh who quoted Mr. 
Lawzi as expressing hope 
that the JPA and the govern- 
ment would .soon work out 
an agreement on the draft 
law, adding that foe Prime 
Minister wa» giving intent 
on settling this issue. 


Muslim 
dialogue 
seminar 
to start in 
London 


LONDON .(Petra) — 
Under foe patronage of 
His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, 
foe fourth se minar on 
dialogue among Mus- 
lims, organised by foe 
Royal Academy 'For' 
Islamic Civilisation 
Research (AL al Bayt 
Foundation ) will take 
place here on Sunday. 

The three-day seminar 
aims to bridge foe gaps 
and differences between 
Muslim scholars and 
Islamic groups . 

President of AL al 
Bayt Foundation 

Nassereddin Al Assad 
said: “Al Khouie Foun- 
dation hosts this seminar 
which is held under the 
title ‘the importance of 
awqaf [endowments ] in 
our world.’” 

The value of foe semi- 
nar stems from the large 
number of scholars who 
attend and participate in 
foe deliberations, said 
Dr. Assad. 

The participants will 
discuss 15 working 
papers on foe legitimacy 
of waqf, its nature, its 
kinds and the adminis- 
tration of awqaf in 
Morocco, Turkey, Jordan 
and Palestine. 

Over 30 scholars form 
Jordan, Iraq, Syria, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Lebano , Morocco Tunis, 
Oman, Yemen, Turkey 
and Iran will take part in 
the seminar, 
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Seaside hotels along the northern coast of Aqaba (Photo by Hagop) 


Aqaba hoteliers discuss tourism 
promotion with minister 


AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba 
hoteliers have made pro- 
posals to foe government to 
help promote foe tourism 
industry in the Gulf region 
and asked that the Ministry 
of Tourism cooperate more 
closely with the Jordan 
Hotels Association and foe 
Jordan Travel Agents Asso- 
ciation to achieve that 
objective. 

At a meeting in Aqaba 
Thursday, attended by Min- 
ister of Tourism Saleh 
Irsheidat, Abdul Rahim 
Zaru, general manager of 
the Holiday International 
Hotel, requested that foe 
ministry work with the two 
associations to arrive at a 
new plan for marketing 
Aqaba in Jordan and 
abroad. 

Dl Zaru suggested that 
foe government request that 
Royal Jordanian (R J) offer 
competitive air fares to 
Aqaba and that vacationers 


be exempt from the 10 per 
cent government tax that is 
added to foe hotel bills. 

He suggested that foe 
government reduce foe cost 
of water and electricity 
consumed by hotels in 
Aqaba during foe summer 
Speaking about attractions 
and services, Dr. Zaru said 
that folklore troupes should 
be hired to stage perfor- 
mances in Aqaba, and pub- 
lic services and facilities 
for seaside vacationer 
should be upgraded. 

Dr. Zaru proposed that foe 
government work on stag- 
ing a major media cam- 
paign to attract tourists to 
Aqaba, as well as promote 
it as a convenient and 
attractive venue for confer- 
ences and seminars. 

Aquamarina Hotel Gen- 
eral Manager Simon 
Khouri, echoed the call 
stressing that the private 
and public sectore can work 


out a practical plan to mar- 
ket Aqaba. 

He demanded that the 
government offer local bus 
companies special permits 
to transport tourists from 
Aqaba to neighbouring 
tourist attractions and 
request that RJ organise 
direct trips to Aqaba. 

Dr. Iisheidsat who 
anended foe meeting along 
with Aqaba Region Author- 
ity (ARA) President Fayez 
Kbasawneh and other local 
officials, said foe Ministry 
of Tourism was preparing 
draft regulations to boost 
foe work of ihe Jordan 
Hotels Association promis- 
ing that foe regulations will 
be put into force when they 
are approved by foe Coun- 
cil of Ministers. 

He said that under foe 
Dew regulations, the min- 
istry will not interfere in foe 
tourism sector except for 
organisational matters. 


adding that the ministry 
will be an active partner in 
developing the tourism 
industry in Aqaba making 
the city a hub from which 
visiting tourists can pro- 
ceed to Petra, Wadi Rum 
and the Dead Sea. 

In reviewing the prob- 
lems facing the hotels and 
tourist offices in Aqaba, the 
minister called for closer 
cooperation and coordina- 
tion among the various con- 
cerned parries and said they 
should benefit from the 
experiments of the more 
advanced naiions. 

Dr. Irsheidat also called 
for measures to be taken to 
encourage domestic 

tourism in Jordan, adding 
that in order for this to hap- 
pen there must be a re- 
examination of foe hotel 
classification system for 
Aqaba. 


Marcel Khalit eh explores new horizons 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
celebrated Lebanese 
musician, singer and poet 
Marcel Khaftfeh is in 
Amman to perform two 
concerts. 

Invited by Jordan River 
Designs (JRD), Ml 
K halifeh performed at 
foe Philadelphia Theatre 
in Amman on Friday and 
will return to foe stage 
for another concert 
tonight at ‘6:00 p.m. 

The artist came to fame 
in foe late 1970s with a 
unique approach to foe 
music scene. 

Building on foe origi- 


nal roots of Arabic 
music, deliberately 
ignoring fashion ana 
commercial trends, he 
presented one of the most 
genuine and sincere 
forms of song to the pub- 
lic. 

Blended with a sound 
academic background, as 
a graduate of foe Nation- 
al Music Conservatory of 
Beirut, Mr. Khalife’s 
artistic honesty touches 
foe heart of his audience. 
'Today, 20 years on, 
Marcel Khalif eh is one of 
the most popular and 
most respected Lebanese 
and Arab musicians. 

At a press conference 
organised by foe JRD, 


the singer introduced the 
new formula he presents 
in Amman. 

Instead of songs, this 
time Khalifeh will per- 
form exclusively instru- 
mental. The new ensem- 
ble comprises two ouds 
(the Arabic lute) one ruq 
(percussion) and an 
acoustic bass guitar. 

Ml Khalifeh explained 
that the whole new con- 
cept is based on the dia- 
logue between foe ouds. 
He added that except for 
what is being done by 
some great masters like 
Munir Bashir for 
instance, oud instrumen- 
tal performances are rare 
in the Arab World. 


Differing from Munir 
Bashir’s style based 
mainly on improvisation, 
foe music played by Mar- 
cel Khalifeh and his new 
quartet follows an exact 
score, written in advance, 
as accurate and precise as 
a classical piece. 

Having often played 
and sung before huge 
crowds in stadiums, Mr. 
Khalifeh said he was 
looking forward to per- 
form in a relatively small 
venue, because people 
will listen “differently, if 
not better." 

He also expressed his 
pleasure to have been 
invited by JRD and to be 
back in Jordan once 


again, having previously 
performed at foe Jarasn 
Festival. 

JRD, established in 
19S7 by foe Save foe 
Children fund is now part 
of foe Jordan River for 
Development Project 
chaired bv Her Royal 
Highness Princess Rania 
Abdullah. 

JRD's main objective is 
to build on the traditional 
skills — handicrafts 
chiefly — of mothers in 
order to help them raise 
their family income and 
therefore improve their 
standards of living. More 
than 1.600 women cur- 
rently benefit from this 
endeavour. 
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Yeltsin’s absence sparks 


concern 5 days before poll 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, five days 
away from the crucial run- 
off in Russia's presidential 
election, failed to appear at 
a Kremlin meeting Friday, 
apparently because of 
health problems. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, standing in 
for Mr. Yeltsin at short no- 
nce before an audience of 
3,500 farmers, apologised 
for the 65-year-old presi- 
dent's absence and said he 
thought the stress of the 
campaign had affected his 
voice. 

The news of Mr. Yeltsin's 
absence sent Russian share 
prices tumbling after a 
series of sharp rises since 
his firsr round victory on 
June 16. 

Mr. Yeltsin spent last Sa- 
turday and Sunday in Be- 
larus and the Baltic enclave 
of Kaliningrad, but has can- 
celled three planned cam- 
paign trips this week. He 
held meetings in the Krem- 
lin Tuesday and Wednesday 
but dropped out of sight 
Thursday. 

His whereabouts Friday 
were unclear but a spokes- 
man said: “The president is 
feeling well and there is no 
ground for concern over his 
health. He is working on 
documents." 1 

Mr. Yeltsin, who suffered 
two heart attacks last year, 
showed no signs of ill- 
health during the frenetic 
campaigning he carried out 
before the first-round vote. 

His last public engage- 
ment was Wednesday morn- 
ing. when he greeted sever- 
al hundred graduates of mil- 
itary academies at a recep- 
tion in the Kremlin and 
toasted them with a glass of 
vodka. 

Mr. Yeltsin's relatively 
low profile in the last few 
days of the- campaign has 
given a new-fniip" to his 
staid Communist rival Gen- 
nady Zyuganov, who has 
been filmed dancing a 
waltz, playing volleyball 
and jiving in a discotheque 
with students. 

Polls still give Mr. Yeltsin 
the edge over Mr. Zyuga- 
nov, 52, in the runoff. But 
the president's team is ner- 
vous over the possibility of 
a low poll which could be 
disastrous for their candi- 
date. 

Worries about a slump in 
turnout have already led the 
Kremlin to switch the vot- 
ing day to a Wednesday 
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Russian security chief Alexander Lebed gestures as he 
speaks on June 27 to participants of a nationalist 
grouping that backed Him during the first round of 
Russian elections. Gen. Lebed said that a Russian secu- 
rity concept had not yet been completed (Reuter photo) 


from the more usual Sun- 
day. The outcome is unpre- 
dictable because this is the 
first time Russia has ever 
held a second round in a 
national election. 

“I am not over-confident 
because of the turnout,” 
Mark Umov, a senior Yel- 
tsin campaign adviser, told 
Reuters in an interview 
Thursday. 

‘The one and only factor 
now is the turnout. All cal- 
culations point to the elec- 
tion being decided by three 
or four million voters living 
in the big cities. Whether 
Mr. Yeltsin or Mr. Zyu- 
ganov wins depends on 
whether they vote.” 

Mr. Yeltsin's absence has 
given centre stage in Mos- 
cow to his unpredictable 
new ally Alexander Lebed, 
who joined his team after 
coming third in the first 
round. 

Gen. Lebed has hit the 
headlines almost every day, 
firing salvoes of barrack- 
room invective at diverse 
targets including disloyal 
generals, foreign religious 


cults and Western cultural 
imports. 

“(Western) cultural expan- 
sion is one of the central 
issues of Russia's national 
security.” declared Gen. 
Lebed, who said in an inter- 
view last year that he had 
never been to the West 
because he knew too many 
secrets. 

He said traditional reli- 
gions such as Orthodox 
Christianity. Islam and Bud- 
dhism should be allowed- to 
develop but ’added:' “Alt 
these Monnrins are mooid 
and firffi which have cortie 
to destroy the state. The 
state should outlaw them ” 

His promotion is thought 
by most commentators to be 
a net plus for Mr. Yeltsin 
although he has upset the 
delicate balance of factions 
in the president’s team. 

Before his disappearance 
Mr. Yeltsin was expected to 
make further moves this 
week to woo fourth-placed 
candidate Grigory Yavlin- 
sky and his Yabloko Party, 
who have so far given him 
only conditional support. 


President Yeltsin is set to 
beat Mr. Zyuganov by a 
margin of nearly 20 per cent 
in the second round of the 
presidential elections, ac- 
cording to an opinion poll 
published Friday. 

The survey, conducted by 
the Foundation for Public 
Opinion, showed Mr. Yel- 
tsin on 54 per cent against 
35 per cent for Mr. 
Zyuganov, ahead of Wed- 
nesday's second round 
runoff. 

The results were based on 
a survey Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday of 1,500 people, all 
of whom voted in the first 
round on June 16. in which 
Mr. Yeltsin secured a nar- 
row three per cent lead over 
Mr. Zyuganov. 

The results were very sim- 
ilar to those of a previous 
survey on June IS and 20 
conducted by a rival polling 
institution. 

The foundation's head 
Alexander Oslon told repor- 
ters that the latest survey 
had a four per cent margin 
of error. 

Five per cent of respon- 
dents said they would vote 
against both candidates in 
the second round — an 
option allowed by Russian 
electoral law. 

Mr. Zyuganov's result in 
the first round was consid- 
erably better than the rat- 
ings he had in opinion polls 
published jusL before June 
16, which gave him no more 
than 24 per cent. 

Mr. Oslon said that a 
strong turnout in the second 
round would favour Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

If turnout reached 64 per 
cent Mr. Yeltsin could 
expect to win with 50 per 
cent of the vote, against 46 
per cent for Mr. Zyuganov, 
he said. 

However, if turnout was. 
• . 60 .pqr ; qent both candidates, 
-could tie on 48 per cent. . 

was nearly 70 per cenr. 

The opinion survey 
showed that about 50 per 
cent of those who voted for 
Gen. Lebed in the first 
round planned to vote for 
Mr. Yeltsin in the runoff. 

The survey showed that 
55 per cent of those who 
voted for liberal economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky would 
vote for Mr. Yeltsin in the 
runoff, and 30 per cent of 
those who voted for ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir Zhiri- 
novsky would back the 
incumbent president. 
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Recent file picture shows Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin attending a news conference during a campaign 
trip to the city of Perm. Mr. Yeltsin did not show up at 
a Kremlin conference Friday and Prime Minister 
Victor Chernomyrdin said the stress of the reelection 
campaign had affected the president’s voice (Reuter 
photo) 


Russian troops start 
Chechenya pullout 


KHANKALA BASE. Russia (R) — Soldiers and armoured 
vehicles began leaving the Khankala Russian military base 
near the Chechen capital Grozny Friday in the first stage of 
a phased withdrawal from the breakaway territory. 

The first soldiers from the array's 245th Mechanised 
Regiment boarded a train leaving the rebel region at a cer- 
emony attended by top Russian military officials. More 
men and armour will leave the base in the next few days. 

T congratulate you on having carried out your mission 
successfully,” Lieutenant-General Vyacheslav Tikhomirov, 
who commands Russian forces in Chechenya, told the sol- 
diers. 

Russian troops sent to Chechenya in December 1994 to 
crush independence moves are to leave the rebel republic 
by the end of August under a peace plan signed earlier this 
month. 

But implementation of the deal has been slow and the 
numbers involved have never been specified. Some units 
will remain in Chechenya and President Boris Yeltsin has 
said steps should be taken to reinforce them... — . . > 

• Mr. Yeltsin finished three points -at^d of,42^npiunist 
Gennady Zyuganov in the indecisive firsfroim'd of Russia's 
presidential election. He needs to show voters that concrete 
steps are being taken to end the unpopular 18-month-old 
war. which has killed about 30,000 people. 

A senior military source told Reuters the 245th 
Mechanised Regiment is made up of about 3,000 soldiers. 
The military said last month that its forces in the rebel 
republic numbered about 48,000, but private estimates 
range as high as 80,000. 


S. Africa’s Natal poll 
shows city-rural split 


DURBAN, South Africa (R) — A town and country divide 
emerged Friday as results poured in from local elections, 
hailed as a victory of democracy over violence, in South 
Africa's Zulu heartland. 

The battle for Kwazulu-Natal province's urban and rural 
councils is largely a fight between President Nelson 
Mandela's African National Congress, nationally supreme, 
and the Zulu- nationalist Inkatha Freedom Party which 
runs the province. 

Early results from Wednesday's local elections, which 
took place without the much-feared violence between sup- 
porters of the two parties, showed the ANC leading in the 
key cities. 

The party claimed victory in Pietermaritzburg, the second 
city and provincial capital, and election officials said it was 
well ahead in the Indian ocean port of Durban, where near- 
ly a third of Kwazulu-Natal’s nine million people live. 

“We are showing very well in Durban. We have won over 
60 per cent of the votes counted so far,” ANC spokesman 
S'bu Ndebele told Reuters. 

“We won all Durban townships and surrounding areas. I 
can't see what can stop us from winning, but we'll wait for 
the results as they come.” 

The white-led National Party was also shaping up as the 
main opposition party’ in Durban and Pietermaritzburg but 
was not expected to be a winning force elsewhere. 

Political analysts said the traditionalist Inkatha, with its 
dose ties to Zulu chiefs, would dominate the countryside, 
a prediction bolstered by the first results. 

In Pietermaritzburg, it scored a miserable three per cent. 

Most urban votes have now been counted but tellers were 
working hard to catch up in rural settlements in the remote 
hills and valleys. 

“The best is yet to come.” Inkatha Secretary General Ziba 
Jiyane told Reuters. “We are on our way to establishing 
ourselves as the majority party in Kwazulu-Natal... We are 
very strong in the rural areas and as the results come in 
from there all is going to change.” 

His party took just over half the province’s votes in the 
first all -race elections in 1994 but the ANC complained 
that intimidation and voting irregularities under the near- 
chaotic conditions of that poll skewed the result in’ 
Inkatha 's favour. 

Friction between the ANC and Inkatha, stoked by the 
country’s former white regime, erupted into bloodshed in 
the mid 1980s and some 14,000 people have been killed 
since. 

Some 30,000 police and soldiers guarded polling across 
Kwazulu-Natal but observers also attribute the calm in the 
run-up to the vote to a joint ANC-Inkatha peace initiative. 

Mr. Mandela said he believed the peace, which has 
relieved financial markets as well as ordinary South 
Africans, would last. 

Both parties have said there were areas they dared not 
contest this time too, but agree that overall the election was 
reasonably free and fair. 

Controlling Durban, where 2.5 million people live, 
would be a boon for the ANC. It is the province's main city 
and the council has a budget of four billion rand ($930 mil- 
lion) compared with 14 billion rand for the whole province. 


Burundi’s 
Tutsi party 
rejects 
foreign 
intervention 


NAIROBI (R) — Burun- 
di’s main Tutsi-dominated 
party has angrily rejected a 
government request for 
regional security aid and 
vowed to resist foreign mil- 
itary intervention. 

In a statement, the 
Uprona Party which shares 
power in the government 
denounced Burundi's Hutu 


president and Tutsi prime 
minister for an ‘‘act of high 


treason” by requesting 
regional security assistance 
at a summit in Arusha, 
Tanzania. 

At Tuesday's summit, six 
regional countries agreed 
to set up a committee to 
look how to meet the 
Burundian government's 
call for “security assis- 
tance” to end worsening 
bloodshed in Burundi. 

Burundi's Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo. a Tutsi 


and Uprona member, went 
out of his way at a post- 


summit news conference to 
stress that such “security 
assistance” would not 
amounr to foreign interven- 
tion because the govern- 
ment had requested it. 

International pressure for 
foreign intervention has 
mounted for months along 
with fears civil war 
between rebels of the Hutu 
majority and the Tutsi- 
dominated army might turn 
into genocide. 

Before the Arusha sum- 
mit fears ran high of an 
army coup partly to block 
any chance of foreign mili- 
tary intervention. 

In the statement. LTprona 
President Charles Mukasi 
said the party had heard the 
government demanded mi- 
litary intervention at the 
summit and wanted to inc- 
Iode “terrorist and genoci- 
dal killers” in negotiations. 

He said the moves were 
“a stab in the back” for 
Burundians. 

‘The Uprona Party calls 
for resistance against these 
acts of treason, against the 
invasion of Burundian ter- 
ritory, against the renewal 
of genocidal ideologies and 
those that inspire them.” he 
said. 

“The Uprona Party in- 
forms its militants and all 
the people of Burundi that 
it was never associa- 
ted. ..with this process.” 

“Uprona is ashamed and 
denounces the president of 
the country, the prime min- 
ister and the National Se- 
curity Council for this act 
of high treason,” he added. 

It was the first time 
Uprona had denounced Mr. 
Nduwayo. 

Mr. Nudwayo met Ugan- 
da’s President Yoweri Mu- 
seveni last weekend and 
later told Burundian radio 
the Ugandan leader had 
told him that regional 
chiefs would not stand by 
doing nothing and allow 
mass killings on a scale 
similar to Rwanda’s geno- 
cide in 1994. 

This warning apparently 
helped to lead Mr. Ndu- 
wayo to agree to the req- 
uest for “security assis- 
tance” at the Arusha sum- 
mit. 

The leaders declined to 
defme “security assis- 
tance” and said the techni- 
cal committee would de- 
cide what it consisted of. 

Mr. Mukasi, contacted in 
Burundi's capital Bujum- 
bura by telephone, did not 
say what action his party 
would take if the govern- 
ment had agreed to outside 
militaiy intervention. 

“We agree the situation 
cannot continue like that. 
But foreign soldiers on our 
territory is not a solution,” 
he told Reuters. 

The Arusha summit was 
called after previous talks 
ended in deadlock over 
government refusal to ne- 
gotiate with Hutu rebels. 

The leaders of neighbour- 
ing countries also agreed 
that peace negotiations 
should include all parties 
and groups in Burundi. 

More than 150,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
Burundi since the assassi- 
nation of its first Hutu pres- 
“jSjf by Tulsi troops in 


X-rays suggest 
foul play in King 
Tut’s death 


LONDON (R) — 
Tutankhamen, the boy pha--||? 
raoh who ruled Egypt more. lf 
than 3,000 years ago. 
have been murdered in hi$ || | 
sleep, the Daily Telegraphj||. 
reported. American scienij||r 
lists studying X-rays 
at his tomb in the Valley afa||- 
the Kings near Luxor 
years ago said they showet|l|| 
he was hit on the heatL^j- i 
"The blow was to a protecNlpa. 
ed area to the back of thc; ^g| 
head which you don 
injure in an accident or aq||| 
alternation, unless snniebne||| j 
sneaks up behind you,*J|j , 
Bob Brier, an Egyptologist ; 
at C.W. Post College ugpl ; 
New York. said. Tt looksgS# : 
probable that he was mur-^l 
dered. Probable, but not’f^j 
certain." 

Scarlett, the feline* 
heroine, finds nev£|^ j 
home '^4 \ i 

\\ 

PORT WASHINGTON,'^.! 
New York ( R) — Scarlett, a » I] 
cat who became famous ; \ 
when she rescued five kit-7 j 
tens one by one from a bur- 
ning building, has found a 
new home. Scarlett and her 1 
four surviving kittens were 
handed to their new own- * 
ers. carefully selected from 
some 2.000 applicants. 
Scarlett was adopted by a 
woman in Brooklyn, two 
kittens were given to a_ 
woman cat-lover and two.-’ 
ro a local family. A New; . 

York firefighter battling a - 
garage fire in Brooklyn on* 
March 29 saw Scarlett car- : 
rying a kitten from tho. : 
flames and going into the 
burning building four more J 
times to save the rest of her- / 
litter. One of the kittens m 
died of lune damage. 


Women jailed for 
stealing from 
elderly aunt 


NEW YORK lR) — A New 
York woman appointed by 
a court to look after her ail- 
ing aunt was given 42 
months in prison for steal- 
ing $2.5 million in an and 
other valuables from the 
aunt. Roberta Starzecpyzel, 
43, was also sentenced to 
prison for laundering 
through Swiss banks the 
money she took from her 
S4-year-old aunt, who suf- 
fers from .Alzheimer's dis- 
ease. Eileen Starzecpyzel, 
the niece’s 50-year-old 
companion, was sentenced 
to 34 months in prison for 
her role in the scheme. She 
was also convicted of tax 
evasion in connection with 
her sales of the art work. 
Both women were also 
ordered to pay back over 
$2 million. 


South Africans 
sentenced for 
burning ‘witch’ 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Eight South Africans have 
been sentenced to 10 years 
in jail for burnin g to death 
a 7 1 -year-old woman they 
accused of being a witch, 
police said. A statement 
said the sentences were 
passed by a court in the 
town of Lydenburg in nor- 
thern province. The woman 
was stoned and burned to 
death in December 1994. 
The burning of so-called 
witches is a widespread 
problem in South Africa’s 
northern province, where 
many people believe in 
zombies and the power of 
curses. 
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China saves 
10,000 rare 
animals from cook 
pot 


BEIJING (R) — Authori- 
ties in the southern Chinese 
province of Hainan have 
seized 10.000 protected 
animals destined for the 
dinner table and fined eight 
hotels that wanted to dish 
them up, the Xinhua News . 
Agency said. During inves- 
tigations at ports, customs 
officials confiscated more 
than 10,000 wild animals, 
including large lizards, 
peacocks, pangolins, 
mountain tortoises, cobras 
and masked civets, Xinhua 
said. Creatures which were 
still alive were returned to 
the wild. 
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ULA$ $ATOR (R) — 

Mongolia’s ruling party 
is likely to keep its par- 
liamentary majority in 
Sunday’s elections;, al- 
though opposition par- 
ties conla end np with 
one-third of the seats in 
the Great Hural, offi- 
cials said Friday. 

“Wei will win 55 to 60 
seats,” said an official 
with the ruling Mongo- 
lian People’s Revolutio- 
nary Party (MPRP). 
m Tn$t would ensure the 
%nufcr Communists re- 
tain" control of the 76- 
seat Great Hural, but 
Tilth a reduced majori- 
ty from the command- 
ing 70 seats they won in 
the 1992 elections. 

“More than 20,” 
opp^bon candidate 
Hash-Sat Bulan said L 
whetf askedhfdSv mariy~~ 

seats her Democratic Elderly Mongolian voters are pictured during an election rally for the Democratic 
Union Coalition expect- Coalition Party, who hold six seats in the country’s 76-seat parliament, in Ulan Bator 
ed to win. (Reuter photo) 



The polls will be Mon- 
golia’s second since a 
peaceful revolution 
shattered nearly 70 
years of Communist 
rule in 1990. 

In 1992, the former 
Communist Party cap- 
tured 70 seats, sweeping 
aside the poorly organ- 
ised and fractious oppo- 
sition National Democ- 
ratic Party (NDP), 
which snagged four 
seat^ and the Social 
Democratic Party 
lSDF% which won just 
two despite taking 
nearly 40 per cent of the 
vote. 

This year, the NDP 
and the £DP buried 
their differences to 
form the Democratic 


(Renter photo) 

per cent of those polled 
supported the opposi- 
tion coalition, against 
30.2 per cent for the 
ruling party and 7.4 per 
cent for independent 
candidates. 

“It’s important to 
have a political team, a 
political community 
with a coherent, well- 
defined platform, 
which -later becomes a 
platform of the govern- 
ment,” Mr. Hulan said. 

The coalition aims for 
26 seats this time. This 
would not be enough to 
enable it to promote its 
platform for economic 
reform but would be 
sufficient to prevent the 


Union Coalition (DUC), ruling party in parlia- 
nnify ing their plat- •■'t™ *» 

forms in hopes of win- 
ning one-third of seats 


has repeatedly sided 
with the opposition in 
parliament. 

The opposition says it 
wants greater trans- 
parency and account- 
ability in government, 
such as making public 
how members of parlia- 
ment vote on various 
issues and revealing the 
incomes of government 
officials, Mr. Hulan 
said. 

“These are small 
things, but things which 
are very important to 
democracy and without 
which democracy can- 
not work,” she said. 
“The coalition platform 
is to consolidate the 
democratic system.” 

To stimulate Mongo- 


between our policy and 
the opposition coalition 
is the tax policy,” said 
Mr. Enkhmandakb, 
secretary of the ruling 
MPRP. 

A cut in taxes would 
plunge Mongolia fur- 
ther into debt and 
choke off funding for 
badly needed social 
programmes and devel- 
opment of crumbling 
in-frastructure, Mr. 
E nkhman dakh said. 
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in parliament 
A poll conducted by a 
German-Mongolian 
research institute in 
early June showed 50.8 


ment from overriding a lia’s floundering econo- 
presidential veto, Mr. my, the opposition ad- 
H ul an said. vocates a 15 to 20 per 


Under Mongolian law, 
the president cannot be 
a member of any party, 
but the incumbent. 
President P. Ochirfaat, 


cent reduction in busi- 
ness taxes, which have 
averaged about 45 per 
cent of profits, she said. 

“The main difference 


“Our policy is not to 
reduce taxes hut to per- 
fect the tax policy, he 
said. 

Some of the nomads 
who make up one-third 
of Mongolia’s 23 mil- 
lion population seemed 
confused by the choice. 

“It’s really confusing 
because there are so 
many candidates and 
issues,” said Mr. Ma- 
yarkhuiL, 25, a shep- 
herd from the northern 
town of Moeron. 


v Samper denies U.S. request to extradite cartel members 
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BOGOTA (AFP) — 
President Ernesto Samper, 
recently cleared of know- 
ingly accepting election 
campaign- contributions 
from the Cali drug cartel, 
has turned down a U.S. 
request to extradite four 
leaders of the group. 

Mr Samper said Thursday 
he would not agree to the 
request for the transfer of 
Gilberto Rodriguez 

Orejuela. his brother 
Miguel, ' Helraer Herrera 
Ret-rago and Juan Carlos 
Ramirez Abadia, all sought 
for trial in the United States. 

“While there may be opin- 
ions to the contrary, as of 
1991 the constitution 
expressly has banned the 
extradition of Colombian 
nationals,” Mr. Samper 
said. 

“We now have all the nec- 
essary instruments to try 
and punish traffickers. 
Prosecutors have more 
power than ever,” he said. 

U.S.-Colombian relations 
have been strained over the 
issue with Washington 
accusing Colombia of less 
than full cooperation in the 


fight against the internation- 
al drug trade. 

U.S. officials have also 
been vocal in their belief 
that Mr. Samper accepted 
drug money for his 1994 
election campaign and have 
threatened to impose com- 
mercial and political sanc- 
tions on Colombia in 
response to his acquittal. 

Among the steps reported- 
ly being considered are 
imposing new tariffs, ban- 
ning commercial flights and 
cancelling the U.S. visas of 
senior Colombian govern- 
ment officials. 

Colombia’s lower house 
this month acquitted Mr. 
Samper of charges he 
knowingly took S6 million 
for his campaign from the 
Cali cartel. Three of Mr. 
Samper’s cabinet ministers 

for the interior, foreign 

affairs and communications 
— are still under investiga- 
tion for the role they played 
in the alleged use of drug 
funds in Mr. Samper’s cam- 


paign. 

Federal 

Alfonso 

Tuesday 


Prosecutor 
Valdi-vieso said 
the investigation 


would conclude in July and 
if new elements “distinct 
from the initial charge” 
came to light, new charges 
could be brought against the 
president. 

Mr. Samper suggested the 
main reason behind the shift 
in U.S. altitudes toward 
Colombia was domestic 
politics ahead of the 
November U.S. presidential 
election. 

“1 expect that when the 
election is over in the 
United States things will 
change.” he said. 

“I see the turns our rela- 
tionship has taken in recent 
days as a logical expression 
of the campaign process in 
that country.” 

The president said he was 
not concerned how 
Colombia's blocking of the 
U.S. extradition request 
would be seen abroad: “In a 
way, saying ‘no’ gives us 
the chance to say that extra- 
dition is not the only way to 
fight drags,” he said. 

“Colombia has strength- 
ened its court system, has 
increased sentences, espe- 
cially those which have to 


do with organised crime. 
Drug traffickers are in 
extra-high security prisons 
which shows that Colombia 
is up to the job of trying and 
punishing those who break 
the law.” 

In Washington earlier. 
Attorney General Janet 
Reno said the United States 
would seek the extradition 
from Colombia of the four 
drug cartel leaders in line 
with a 1979 extradition 
treaty between the two 
countries. 

“It is our position that the 
treaty between our counny 
and Colombia still applies 
and that would permi t extra- 
dition,” Ms. Reno said. 

“We believe that given the 
ruling by their court, that 
this should go forward and 
that Colombia should extra- 
dite these individuals to the 
United States.” State 
Department spokesman 
Glyn Davies said. 

Mr. Ramirez and the 
Rodriguez brothers are cur- 
rently in jail in Colombia 
and Mr. Herrera announced 
last week he could turn him- 
self in to police. 


Patten says Britain ‘has a moral 
responsibility towards Hong Kong’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Hong 
Kong Governor Chris Pat- 
ten Friday stressed British 
“moral responsibility to- 
wards Hong Kong which 
extends to 50 years after 
1997.” 

Looking back on his years 
in office, he told the BBC 
Radio 4 Today programme 
it would have been intolera- 
ble if he had spent his time 
“ratting” on promises ro q d e 
to the people of Hong Kong 
about their future under 
Chinese rule. 

But he refused to say what 
Britain would do if ’China 
broke the terms of the 19S4 
joint declaration guarantee- 
ing democracy in the 
colony. 


“The prime minister has 
made it clear we would con- 
sider whatever is possible to 
apply pressure. It is perhaps 
a question of legal issues, it 
is perhaps taking things up 
in the U.N., but it is unfair 
of us to try to calibrate at 
this particular moment in 
time what we would do if 
China breached the joint 
declaration.” he said. 

He also fuelled specula- 
tion that he could emerge as 
a contender for the leader- 
ship of the Tory pany after 
refusing to rule himself out 
as a successor to John 
Major. 

Mr. Patten, a former party 
chairman who was appoint- 
ed to the Hong Kong post- 


ing after losing his seat at 
the last election, said he 
liked doing “jobs at the 
top." 

Tnere has been specula- 
tion at Westminster that, if 
the Tories lose the neu gen- 
eral election, Mr. Patten 
could come through .ls a 
challenger when his term of 
office ends next > ear, when 
Hong Kong is handed hack 
to China. 

Mr. Panen stressed that 
the prospect of a leadership 
bid if Mr. Major resigned 
was a “hypothetical ques- 
tion" — hut left the dooi 
open for a challenge. 

"Let me make it perlectlv 
clear, while I don't expect it 
to happen and while 1 don't 


expect to gel the job, like 
every hojy else m politics 1 
quite like dome responsible 
jobs and jobs .it the top. but 
it doesn’t mean that 1 see 
imselt in the queue for 
Number 10." he sml. 

He said he had no current 
plans for what he would Jo 
when lie returned To Britans 
beyond taking rest and 
doing “a hit of gaulenmg 
and niavhe :: bn writing.'* 

He added: “I don't have a 
i parliamentary i scat. 1 have 
been out n( Wratmnsiei 
polities to: lopg nmc and 

who's to \. . the prime tnm- 
islei won't go »m lor many 
years !»* comic “' 


U.S. aide 
wants 
economic 
restrictions 
on Burma 

BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Economic restrictions on 
Burma are an appropri- 
ate response to the 
Burmese junta’s crack- 
down against the political 
opposition of Aung San 
Sun Kyi, UJS. Secretary 
of Commerce Mickey 
Kantor said here Friday. 

Mr. Kantor, speaking to 
journalists on the last leg 
of a three-nation Asian 
tour, said Washington 
was “deeply concerned 
about the situation in 
Burma,” where the junta 
has been slowly tighten- 
ing its grip on the opposi- 
tion. 

“We are deeply com- 
mitted to pluralism and 
to democratic govern- 
ments,” he said. “The 
regime in Burma has 
cracked down on democ- 
ratic freedom of associa- 
tion and pluralism of 
democratic institutions.” 
Mr. Kantor said the 
United States firmly be- 
lieved in using economic 
restrictions to help bring 
about political change, 
citing the success of sanc- 
tions against Serbia and 
South Africa, as well as 
isolating countries sus- 
pected of terrorism. 

“There are times when 
economic restrictions 
done in an appropriate 
fashion — can be very 
helpful,” he said, point- 
ing to Burma as one 
country where such an 
approach couid be effec- 
tive. 

He did not specify what 
restrictions should be 
applied. 

The UJS. Congress has 
been considering legisla- 
tion which would impose 
strict sanctions on U3. 
firms doing business in 
Burma, a move bolstered 
by widespread pressure 
from American con- 
sumers for an economic 
pullonL 

Pressure for sanctions 
against Burma mounted 
after the junta detained 
262 opposition activists in 
an effort to prevent Ms. 
Suu Kyi and her National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) from holding a 
party congress in May. 

The United States has 
called for the immediate 
release of all political 
prisoners in Burma, 
including the more than 
100 NLD activists who 
were picked op in May 
who remain in detention, 
apparently without trial 
or charges. 

Burma has also come 
under heavy internation- 
al pressure in the past 
week following the death 
in prison of James 
Leander “Leo” Nichols, a 
former honorary consul 
for four European coun- 
tries, soon after he start- 
ed serving a three-year 
term for unauthorised 
use of telephone and fax 
lines. 


Testimony links Clinton aide to 
illegal Whitewater transaction 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 
(AFP) — A star prosecution 
witness at the second 
Whitewater trial here said 
Bruce Lindsey, a close 
adviser to the’ U.S. presi- 
dent. had urged him to vio- 
late federal banking rales. 

Neal Ainley. former presi- 
dent of the Perry Count) 
Bank in Perry vi He, .Ar- 
kansas, said Thursday that 
Mr. Lindsey and the bank's 
two owners urged him not 
to report to banking regula- 
tors a S30.000 cash with- 
drawal by then Arkansas 
Governor Bill Clinton's 
election campaign in 1990. 

Mr. Linsey, who was 
named as an unindicted co- 
conspirator in the ca>e 
against bank owners Herby 
Branscum and Robert Hill 
has denied any wrongdoing 
in making the’withdrawalsr 

Mr. Lindsey, 48. an 
Arkansas native like Mr. 
Clinton, has been chief 
troubleshooter for the U.S. 
president for more than a 
decade. In 1990 he was 
treasurer of the Clinton, for 


Governor Committee and 
current !v While House 
deputy counsel. 

Sir Lir.dsv-v'%. \\ ashingloti 
attorney Alien Snvder. said 
at the in .!. which opened 
here Monday, that Mr. 
AirdC) made up hi-, testimo- 
ny to gain favour with 
W hitew aier prosecutor 
Kenneth Starr alter he was 
indiet ed on five felony 
charges last year. 

Mr. Snvder said it would 
have been illogical for Mr. 
Lindsey or Mr. Clinton’s 
campaign to hide the hanks 
transaction from the 
Internal Revenue Service 

— any withdrawal above 
$10,000 must be reported 

— since the campaign later 
tiled reports of the transac- 
tions "that were more 
derailed ... and which were 
public." 

Mr. Branscum and Mr. 
Hill arc charged with ille- 
gally tunneling SI 3.000 
from their bank into then- 
Govemor Clinton’s 1990 
ree lection bid. 

Also close to Mr. Clinton 


at the tune, they ueie 
rewarded lor then suppfit 

wuh piss;-, m his slate 

ad[:iini\ir.i:m!i. 

As an inundated eo-cuii- 
spirator. M: Linda*} has 
tmi been charged ; n the case 
and the Wluiew.itet investi- 
gation has si i lar i.tiJed to 
pin anything on Mi Clinton 
hinisclt. 

The second Whitewater 
trial i> linked as onlv a 
small iwim in the convolut- 
ed Whitewater scandal rim- 
ing politics ansi finance ui 
Arkansas m the l'»Stis and 
early W«mk. 

Mr. Clinton himself «.s 
scheduled tu testify by 
videotape tor live defence in 
the iri.il o;t July 7. much the 
same as he did m April for 
two former associates ot his 
and Lite current governor of 
Arkansas who were on trial 
for fraud. 

Despite Mr. Clinton's tes- 
timony. Jim and Susan 
McDougal and Governor 
Jim Guy Tucker were found 
guilty on May 28. 


Investigators hope for quick 
arrest of Rawalpindi blast culprit 


ISLAMABAD (.AFP) — Investigators 
said Friday they had uncovered evidence 
which could lead to the quick arrest of a 
man suspected of being responsible for a 
bomb blast in Rawalpindi city which killed 
three and injured 45. 

“It was a terrorist attack." Interior 
Minister Naseerullah Babar told a news 
conference at the headquarters of the 
Federal Investigation Agency tFI.A ). 

Releasing a pencil sketch of a prime sus- 
pect drawn by investigators, he said “We 
may arrest the attacker within a day or so.” 

F1A chief. Rehman Malik, who was also 
present at the news conference said: “We 
are very, very close to him." 

Mr. Malik said it was believed that the 
bomb contained two kilogrammes of explo- 
sives. 

Investigations have revealed that the blast 
was in a barber's shop at the city’s Faizabud 
Bus Terminal and not in a hotel as police 
and witnesses had said earlier, the minister 
said. 


The suspect left a bag in the shop which 
exploded soon after he left, he said, adding 
the blast claimed three lives while some 45 
others were injured. 

Mr. Babar said 23 were still in hospital, 
four of them in serious condition. 

The official media and residents earlier 
said four people died late Thursday and 
another succumbed to his injuries in a hos- 
pital Friday. 

The minister said investigations were 
being conducted by police, army and bomb 
disposal units. An explosives expert from 
the United States embassy here, who repre- 
sents the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), had also joined the 
probe. 

Thursday’s incident in Rawalpindi fol- 
lowed a series of bomb blasts in Pakistan’s 
key province of Punjab, where the city is 
located, since April, in which scores of peo- 
ple have died. No arrests have been report- 
ed so far in the earlier bombings. 



Pakistani doctors treat one of the 16 injured people at an Islamabad hospitul on June 
27 after a bomb blast at a Rawalpindi bus station. The bomb killed at least three peo- 
ple, another 16 were injured in the blast (Reuter photot 
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Edict from the past 

IT IS up to enlightened religions authorities 
and Islamic parties in Jordan and. elsewhere to 
evaluate and hopefully rebut die edict by, the 
mufti of Saudi Arabia, Abdul Aziz Ben Baz, 
that the presence of women in the workplace 
leads to adulterous relationships and is tiras 
religiously unsanctioned. But it Is incumbent 
on all advocates of human rights, equality 
among the sexes and people of all walks of 
life who believe in the need for women and 
men to work side by side to reject Ben Baz's 
argument and to push for the elimination of 
sexist, unrealistic and counterproductive atti- 
tudes. 

Women constitute half of society. They 
have proven themselves as capable as men in 
exploring and handling every aspect of work- 
ing life after a long period of oppression that 
kept them from utilising their potential to 
the benefit of society at large. As women are 
allowed the chance to equip themselves with 
the educational and professional skills that 
were denied them for a long period of time, 
they are leaving their mark on all fields hith- 
erto entered only by men. 

Trying to suffocate women in the limited 
definition of sex will only resnlt in hamper- 
ing our development especially in Arab and 
Muslim countries which still have some work 
to do before catching up with the rest of the 
world in terms of scientific, economic and 
human achievements. Social values are not 
protected or preserved by imprisoning half 
the. members of society. This is best done by 
Viewing and. treating, men and women as equal 
-partners with ultimately equal abilities to' in- 
fluence .The value system of any individual 
community. The deterioration in collective 
value systems of modern societies is not the 
result of the belated recognition of women's 
rights and capabilities. It is a shared respon- 
sibility that has its roots in the decay of edu- 
cational systems and the spread of material- 
ism and impoverishment worldwide. 
Discrimination ou gender basis is an ill and a 
plague that all societies should fight, indi- 
vidually and on collective basis. Refusing to 
acknowledge these facts by any member or 
group of society reflects inherent weaknesses 
and mass misconceptions that mast be tackled 
at the roots. The problems that inevitably ac- 
company progress or positive change in to- 
day's world must not be allowed to weaken 
our resolve or shake onr determination to 
push forward towards a more progressive, hu- 
mane and just future for all. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FAHD AL Faoek, a writer for A1 Ra’i, said the bomb- 
ing that killed 19 people and wounded 270 others in 
Saudi Arabia was the work of repressed people who 
have no other way of expressing their views. Of course 
we condemn the killing of innocent people and all 
forms of terrorism, and it goes without saying that the 
perpetrators will sooner or later be executed for their 
terrorist act, said die writer, but one has to look beyond 
this incident and examine the reasons and the develop- 
ments that led to this tragic event The writer said the 
U.S., which is keeping tens of thousands of its troops in 
the Arabian Peninsula to protect its oil interests there 
against the will of the local population, should be ready 
to offer a price for its domination of an Arab country. If 
the perpetrators are among the so-called Arab Afghans 
who took part in fighting die lesser demon in 
Afghanistan, they could be now directing their guns on 
the greater Satan in the Arabian Peninsula with die 
same weapons chat the Central Intelligence Agency had 
trained them to fight the Russians, continued the writer: 
He said one can only condemn any sabotage activity in 
an Arab country but would like to stress that ail people 
should be able to express themselves in a civilised, 
democratic and free manner so that they do not resort to 
violence because too much pressure normally results in 
explosion. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour charged that Benyamin 
Netanyahu has buried the peace process and turned die 
hands of the clock backwards.Taber Ad wan said that 
Netanyahu did not heed the Arab s ummit ’s call on 
Israel to pursue the peace process and remain commit- 
ted to its provisions, noting that he expressed himself 
dearly in his meeting with the U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher telling him that he wants negotia- 
tions with the Arabs without preconditions, which 
means be does not accept the Madrid conference’s 
agenda. For their part, the Arab countries should stop 
dreaming and relying on empty promises from the 
United Stares about a peace process or about the so- 
called new Middle East order and turn their attention to 
forming a new Arab order which should witness eco- 
nomic, military and political -cooperation, called the 
writer. He said that the Israelis, who chose Netanyahu 
as prime minister, have opted for aggression and war 
and the time has come for the Arabs to realise this situ- 
ation and liberate their minds from illusions about 
peace with Israel. 


By Dr. Musa Keiianl 


Jordanian Perspective 1- 2 


Terrorism is not a tool for political gains 


COMING AS it did on the heels of the historic Arab sum- 
mit in Cairo, the bomb blast in Saudi Arabia underlined the 
Jordanian case against terrorism, that was highlighted in 
Cairo but side-stepped by the Arab leaders gathered there. 

Mnch as we hate to say “we told yon so”, the fact 
remains that die wisdom of the Jordanian approach to 
counter terrorism and the success the Kingdom has had in 
largely containing it after paying a high price in Jordanian 
lives was not given its due at the Cairo summit. 

When His Majesty King Hussein raised the issue of ter- 
rorism and insisted that the summit take a clear stand 
regarding the subject, more than one Arab leader gathered 
in Cairo implicitly and explicitly sought to shelve the topic 
and largely succeeded in preempting strong collective 
Arab action to counter terrorism. 

Not that a strong Arab declaration against terrorism from 
Cairo would have averted the tzuck-bomb explosion in 
Saudi Arabia, but die basic foundation would have been 
laid for collective action when such attacks are carried out 
It would have also been possible to draw up a definitive 
plan of action and mechanism for inter-Arab cooperation 
to launch an effort to eliminate the roots of terrorism in our 


midst 

Instead, what happened in Cairo in this context served 
the purposes of some countries in the Middle East but, as 
the blast in Saudi Arabia exemplified, such purposes do 
not bale well for die security and stability of the region. 
That was the implicit and explicit message that His 
Majesty sought to emphasise at the summit 

The explosion at A1 Khobar dial targeted American ser- 
vicemen showed the world that despite all talks of peace 
and stability in die Middle East some of the root problems 
have yet to be addressed, among them the support of some 
countries in the region for terrorism as a tool for implicit 
political gains. 

There is no doubt that die blast in A1 Khobar, and others 
that preceded in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere, could not 
have been carried out without support from governments 
which control borders in the region. As such, it is time that 
those governments, despite their vehement denial of 
charges, should be held directly responsible for their com- 
plicity and support for such terrorist actions. 

Our experience has rnnrfe it abundantly clear that there is 
no room for a soft approach to states that support terror- 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Terrorism should not upstage 
drive for peace in the region 


ism. We, in Jordan, have paid a high price for ourmoto- 
adon and advocacy of dialogue as a means for stifling d* 
ferences and as far as we are concerned, there should be 
strong acdon to toot out state support for extremism. 

Beyond that, however, is the reality flat those who cany 
out extremist attacks under orders received from states ate 
motivated not simply because they are religious fanatics. 

Again Jotdan has said it time and again that no religion, 
particularly Islam, endorses terrorist actions as a means to 
serve its tenets. The Jordanian argument has always beta 
that terrorism owes itself to despair and misery and the 

denial of social justice around us. - 

The attack in A! Khobar may not be the best example m 
this context, but what we have seen in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories and other areas around us in the recent past as wen 
as over the last few decades is the clear indication that 
unless the issues of people are directly addressed in terms 
of improvement in life, simultaneously with progress 
towards political peace, the roots of terrorism would 
remain as strong as ever. 


West, Japan declare 
war on terror - can 


they win? 


REVIEWED BY ELIA 
NASRALLAH 

THE CAR bomb attack in 
Saudi Arabia, the repercus- 
sions of die Cairo Arab 
summit, the present Middle 
East situation in the light of 
the new Israeli govern- 
ment’s policies, regional 
affairs and domestic issues 
featured high in the articles 
of the local Arabic newspa- 
pers over the past week. 

The bombing in Khobar, 
Saudi Arabia, is bound to 
give the enemies of die 
Arab Nation their chance 
to further illustrate the 
Arabs and Muslims as ter- 
rorists and to call for world 
campaigns against terror- 
ism, said Saltan A1 Hattab, 
a jvriter for A1 Ra’L 

Indeed, he said. Israel is 
now drumming up the ter- 
rorism issue aod demand- 
ing that the world give this 
issue priority over the 
Middle East peace process. 

The U.S. Secretary of 
Stale Warren Christopher, 
who was visiting the region 
when the bombing 
occurred, followed Israel’s 
example by directing woiid 
public attention to the 
question of terrorism and 
completely ignoring 
Israel’s hostile stand 
towards the peace process, 
according to the writer: The 
explosion in Saudi Arabia, 
he continued, was ill timed 
and coincided with the 
world community’s efforts 
to exercise pressure on 
Israel to force it to honour 
its commitments with the 
Arabs for reaching a just 
and comprehensive peace. 

- In the wake of the bomb- 
ing in Saudi Arabia and the 
killing of the three Israeli 
solders in the Jordan 
Valley, both U.S. President 
Bill Clinton arid the Israeli 
Premier Benyamin 

Netanyahu were quick to 
accuse Syria and Iran of 
perpetrating both incidents 
demanding that the 
world deal with what they 
term as terrorism, said 
Taher A1 Adwan, who 
writes for al Dustour: 

The columnist said that 
by trying to focus attention 
on terrorism, away from 
American issues and the 
Middle East peace process, 
die U.S. administration is 
trying to ensure Mr. 
Clinton’s reelection for a 


new term in office, and by 
urgin g the world to stand 
against Syria for its alleged 
terrorism acts, Mr. 
Netanyahu is trying to shift 
the attention away from the 
peace process. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. 
Netanyahu, who are either 
condoning or perpetrating 
terrorism in various parts 
of the Middle East region, 
are themselves responsible 
for all forms of violence 
which is represented in 
besieging and starving 
Arabs and Israel’s contin- 
ued occupation of Arab 
lands. 

Saleh AJ Qallab, a writer 
for Al Dustour, expressed 
his belief that the VS. will - 
now try to capitalise on die 
Khobar bonding by not 
only pointing an accusing 
finger at Iran but also by 
possibly launching a strike 
against that country in a 
bid to support President’s 
Clinton’s ongoing presi- 
dential campaign and 
ensure his re election. 

The writer said that any 
such move wonld only 
backfire and achieve no 
favourable result for Mr. 
Clinton, exactly as it hap- 
pened to Shimon Peres 
who, by launching the 
“Grapes of Wrath” cam- 
paign against Hizbollab, 
tried unsuccessfully to 
secure for himself another 
mandate as prime minister. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Clinton had contemplated a 
strike on Iran even before 
the bombing in Khobar and 
therefore one can only 
assume that the chance for 
such a strike has become 
more feasible. 

Reflecting on the out- 
come of tile Cairo Arab 
summit, Fahd Al Fanek, a 
writer for Al Ra’i, said that 
Mr Netanyahu was quick 
to attack the summit’s dec- 
laration although it was 
moderate and was 
described by the United 
States, Israel’s strategic 
ally, as very reasonable. 

In criticising the sum- 
mit’s communique, Mr 
Netanyahu claimed that the 
Arabs placed preconditions 
on Israel for resuming the 
peace process, hut the fact 
is that the Arabs have only 
reaffirmed their stand in 
conformity with their pre- 
vious declaration at the 


1991 Madrid conference, on 
which all the Arab-Israeli 
negotiations were based 
thereafter, said the writer 

He added that the Arabs 
were very reasonable and 
their demand was that 
Israel implement U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions 425, 338 aod 242 
which call for Israel’s with- 
drawal from all territories 
occupied since the 1967 
war. 

Dwelling on die same 
theme, Nawaf Zara, a 
writer for Al Dustour, said 
that the Arab de mands that 
Israel remain committed to 
its agreements with the 
Arabs and . the_ peace 
process, based.on the UJN. 
resolutions,- have - angered 
Mr. Netanyahu who.ispre- 
sents the most adamant 
Israeli policy regarding 
peace. 

By rejecting the Arab 
demands as preconditions 
for peace, the Israelis can 
by no means achieve any- 
thing except presenting 
themselves before the 
world as the party that 
rejects the idea of peace 
altogether, stressed the 
writer. One should assume 
here that any future pan- 
Arab demand or any col- 
lective stand vis-h-vis 
Israel’s position would 
draw angry reaction from 
the Israeli government 
which, said the writer, is 
clearly oriented towards 
perpetuating Israeli occu- 
pation of Arab lands. 

Describing the Cairo 
Arab summit as a success, 
Mahmoud Rimawi, a 
writer for Ai Ra’i, said that 
the Arabs came out from 
the meeting stronger than 
before because they dis- 
played keen determination 
to end their differences and 
work in conceit to regain 
their lost rights and lands. 

The writer said that the 
summit yielded other gains 
for the Arabs as well 
because it was described 
by Iran — which was at 
loggerheads with some 
Arab states — as good 
while Turkey — another 
country close to the Arab 
World hut in dispute with 
some of these countries — 
described the outcome of 
the Cairo meeting as rea- 
sonable. The writer said 
that the Arab leaders’ meet- 
ing also drew support from 


Europe which stressed the 
need for the continuation 
of the peace process. 

Another Al Ra’i writer, 
Ali Battiri, said that the 
Arab summit in Cairo sent 
a clear message to the new 
Israeli premier that the 
Arab Nation seeks peace 
based on justice: it was 
also a clear message to the 
Europeans and the 
Americans that the Arabs 
are clinging to the peace 
process to attain a compre- 
hensive settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict 

The writer said that while 
the Arabs are keen on 
regaining their usurped 
rights, . the Israelis have 
shown further in tran si- 


pled stand of exchanging 
land for peace, the Israeli 
government has reacted 
differently and shown that 
it wants to trade peace with 
peace aod nothing more. 

The Arabs, he said, have 
no alternative to unifying 
their ranks and working 
together to abort the Israeli 
attempts to ruin the peace 
process and have to stick 
together if they intend to 
restore their lands. 

Mohammad Daond, a 
writer for Al Dustour, dis- 
cussed the congestion at Al 
Bashir Hospital, the only 
government-run hospital in 
Amman, and said that the 
expansions at this hospital 
have . not achieved the 
aspired end. 

The writer said that the 
hospital continues to face 
increased demand for med- 
ical treatment, especially 
by the growing sector of 
poor or needy people, and 
is incapable of coping with 
the pressure. 

He said chat a drastic 
solution would be to build 
another government hospi- 
tal to secure medical atten- 
tion to the majority of the 
public in Jordan and so 
reduce the pressure on Al 
Bashir Hospital. - 

Should die health author- 
ities find the construction 
of another hospital impos- 
sible at present, suggested 
the writer, transforming the 
hospital in Marita from the 
military to the Ministry of 
Health, and buying over a 
private hospital to carry out 
the required mission might 
be an alternative solution. 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

LYON, France — Western 
nations and Japan have 
declared a new crusade 
against terrorism, spurred 
on by last week’s Saudi 
bombing and the memory 
of other horrors — from the 
Oklahoma blast to the 
Tokyo subway gas attack. 

But leaders of the world's 
rich industrial democracies 
face a long, bard battle in 
taking on guerrillas and 
extremists. Practical and 
political problems could 
make- it very difficult to turn 
their promises into action, 
diplomats say. 

At the start of their sum- 
mit in Lyon on Thursday, 
leaders of the Group of 
: Seven (G-7) vowed give 
“absolute priority’’" to the. 
fight against terrorism after 
a bomb attack killed 19 
U.S. soldiers in Saudi 
Arabia and injured nearly 
400 people. 

They promised to crack 
down on fund-raising, 
weapons supplies and other 
support for extremists and 
called a special meeting in 
Paris in the next few weeks 
to tackle what they regard 
as the scourge of the late 
20th century. 

“We have once again 
stood united against terror- 
ism. We understand that an 
attack on one of us is an 
attack on all of us and that 
none of us is invulnerable,” 
said U.S. President Bill 
Clinton after the leaders 
agreed on a joint declara- 
tion. 

But, apart from the 
planned meeting in Paris, 
there were no new ideas on 
the agenda. " ■ 

Since last year’s G-7 sum- 
mit in Halifax, the United 
States, Canada, Japan, 
France, Germany, ftaly and 
Britain have been working 
in cooperation with Russia 
on measures to fight organ- 
ised crime and terrorism. 

Some 40 measures bad 
been prepared already for 
discussion in Lyon, includ- 
ing tighter bonder controls, 
better coordination of 
police, intelligence efforts 
and extradition procedures, 
as well as making it easier 
to seize c riminal assets. 

Nevertheless, diplomats 
say the problems involved 
are huge in a more open 
world and increasingly 
global economy. 

“People are moved. 


money is moved, weapons 
are moved across borders,” 
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Lloyd Axworthy said on 
Thursday, urging more 
intelligence cooperation. 

Diplomats say that many 
countries, including the 
United States, are reluctaot 
to share the most sensitive 
intelligence on terrorism— 
even with close allies. So 
there are limits. 

The rise of the compute 
also provides new opportu- 
nities for those who want 
strike fear and terror into an 
enemy's heart 

While new technologies 
can make it easier to trade 
and catch terrorists, they 
can also turn it to their own 
advantage. 

. John Deutch. director of .the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (££A). .said recently 
that the vulnerability of com- 
puter systems which increas- 
ingly dominate civilian and 
military life was a major secu- 
rity concern. 

Western countries are wor- 
ried that infoimation on howto 
make bombs, acquire weapons 
and falsify documents is now 
available on the global 
Internet. 

Ironically, the breakneck 
pace of change in the global 
economy is the major theme ofig 
the Lyon summit — although 
not with direct reference to’ter- . 
roiism. 

Behind the unity displayed 
over the Saudi bomb attack, 
there are also major differ- 
ences between the United 
States and its partners over 
how to tackle the terrorist 
threat. 

Washington has been press- . 
ing its European allies, so far 
without success, to cut off hH 
ties with countries like ban 
which the United States 
regards as a major sponsor of 
terrorism in the Middle East- 
Tehran denies the charges. 

These differences were illus- 
trated at a 27-nation Middle 
East summit in Egypt, called in 
March after Muslim mflitmB ' 
killed nearly 60 people with 
bomb attacks in Israel, 

The summit rejected Israefc^ 
demand for a public condem- '• 
nation of Iran, calling instead 
in more general terms for the 
struggle against terrorism to 
continue. 

For their part, the Europeans 
and Canada are angry about 
U.S. legislation punishing for- 
eign investors for doing busi- 
ness with Cuba and about sim- 
ilar possible laws on Iran and 
Libva. 


India thumbs nose again at nuclear powers 


By Nelson Graves 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — The cold war is over and India is in the 
throes of path-breaking economic change but New Delhi 
continues to pursue a decades-old policy of standing up to 
the nuclear powers. 

India thumbed its nose at them again last week, announcing it 
Would not sign a proposed global test ban treaty because it failed 
to spell out a timetable for nuclear disarmament 

Diplomats said it was not yet clear whether India's rebel stance 
would torpedo foe Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) being 
negotiated in Geneva. New Delhi left the door open to bargaining 
bef^e die treaty deadline of June 28. 

But diplomats held out little hope ihat die five nuclear powers — 
Britain. China, France. Russia and the United Sates — would bow 
to India's demand that they co mmi t themselves to destroying their 
nuclear arsenals. 


Nor was India expected to knuckle under. There is nothing in 
history to suggest they wUi cave in.” a diplomat said. 

India’s objections to the draft treaty partly reflea the heady ide- 
alism 'that has long spurred the Non-Aligned Movement’s leader, 
as well as deep-seated suspicion towards its neighbours P akistan 
and China. 

In 1954. New Delhi first proposed a worldwide ban on nuclear 
testing with a view towards eventually eliminating the weapons. 

“A CTBT has always been seen as a step towards the more fun- 
damental goal of global nuclear disarmament,” said Jasjit Singh, 
director of the government-funded Institute for Defence Studies 
and Analyses. 

•Nuclear weapons need to be abolished on the grounds of uni- 
versal moral and ethical values and principles,” he said. 

In the case of nuclear weapons. India’s avowed principles con- 
verge with national security interests. 

China, one of India’s neighbours to the north, is a nuclear power 
The two countries fought a brief border war in 1962. 


Experts believe that Pakistan, like India, could quickly assemble 
a nuclear bomb. India and Pakistan have fought three wars since 
independence from British rale in 1947. 

“There is a reality in the situation in south Asia and that reality 
is of supervening concern.” Foreign Secretary Salman Haider has 

SulQ. 

(The CTBT) brings no benefit to the security environment and 
that is a key consideration.” 

China has been accused of transferring nuclear weapons ted*/ 
ology to Pakistan, Both countries have denied the charges. 
Xoumnes around us continue their weapon programmes, cither' 
openiy or in a clandestine manner.” said India’s ambassador to the 
unued Nations in Geneva. Arundhatj Ghose. 

?T nmem ’ fcdia accept any restraints on 
its capability if other countries remain unwilling to accept the 
obligation to eliminate their nuclear weapons.” ™ ' 
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By Jay Root 

Agaice France-Presse 

prbDENI'lK North Caroli- 
na — Carmen and Tammy 
Johnson began following 
thdr mother and lather into 
the tobacco fields about the 
time they learned to walk. 
They know how the plant is 
grown, cot and sold. 

And they know no crop 
firing s In more money. 

But the two young women 
also know there is a cloud of 
uncertainly hanging over the 
tobacco industry, and are not 
at all sore — in fact they 
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^ into tobacco farming. 

If ■'You don’t know where 
tobacco’s going,” Carmen, 
24, said in a recent interview 
outside her greenhouse, 
bursting with the flowers 
that she considers a safer 
investment “Everybody’s 
wanting to stop smoking. So 
it doesn’t look too good.” 
The Johnsons, who farm 
10 hectares of tobacco in the 
raffing foothills of North 
Carolina, are not alone. 

In tobacco-growing 
regions all over the country, 
farme rs fear their “golden 
weed” will go the way of the 
horse-drawn buggy — and 
with it a rich agricultural 
heritage dating back to the 
colonisation of America. 
Every day, it seems, there 
is a new front in the war on 
tobacco — lawsuits, govem- 
ment regulations, anti- smok- 
ing laws. And there is the 
matter of cheaper foreign 
tobacco. 

Brazil, and then Zimbab- 
we, recently surpassed die 
United States as the world’s 
top tobacco exporter, accord- 
ing to the Tobacco Manufac- 
tured Association. 

’ -vft’s like going to work 
every day and bearing 
rumors that they’re going to 
cut your job or your depart- 
ment, and you’re going to be 
the last one to hear about it,” 
said Johnny Pope, 35, a 
fourth genoatian tobacco 
fanner who plants about 18 
hectares per year alongside 
grains and produce. . 

- While government-set 
quotas keeps prices for 
tobacco stable — much like 
what OPEC does for oil 
prices — tobacco makes up 
a steadily decreasing portion 
of die U.S. farm economy. 

Here in North Carol in a, 
which produces more tobac- 
co than any other U.S. state, 
die one billion dollar indus- 
try accounted for less than 
15 per cent of total farm rev- 
enues in 1994. 

In 1959, 47 per cent of die 
state’s farm income came 
from tobacco. 

Tobacco farms are also 
mcreasingly diversified. 

Both toe Popes and the 
Johnsons long ago planted 
other crops. 


But they say without 
tobacco profits, ranging 
from $2 r 500 to $3,750 per 
hectare, they never could 
have made it on grains or 
other crops and still main- 
tained their quaint, smaH- 
fann lifestyle. 

By contrast, peanuts, con- 
sidered toe next-highest qmIi 
crop, fetch about $750 dol- 
lars per hectare in profits, 
while com earns about $250 
a hectare, “people will tell 
you to grow com car cotton ... 
but there’s no money in it — 
not like tobacco,” said bren- 
dajohnson, 48, who fervent- 
ly hopes her daughters will 
take over the tobacco farm 
when toe and her husband 
retire. “Oily time wifi tell,” 
she said, glancing at Carmen 

and Tamm y 

A recent study, conducted 
in part by a local university, 
confirms a widening genera- 
tion gap in attitudes about 
tobacco. Young fanners are 
much more likely to consid- 
er smoking dangerous, for 
example. They were also 
twice as likely to have sup- 
plemented their income from 
other crops than older fann- 
ers, according to the study, 
conducted in the tot states 
that grow the most tobacco. 

North Carolina is known 
for its flue-cured, or heat 
dried, “bright” leaf tobacco 
that predominates in Ameri- 
can blended cigarettes. 

Pender Sharp, who farms 
the variety in Wilson Coun- 
ty, east of the capital Raleigh 
in the heart of Noth Caroli- 
na’s tobacco belt, is a highly 
diversified farmer like many 
in tiie area. But unlike many 
others. Sharp — whose two 
sons are following him into 
the fanning business — is 
optimistic about tobacco’s 
future. 

He has 80 hectares of 
tobacco, and about 640 
hectares of grain, potatoes 
and other crops, making him 
one of the hugest farmers in 
the county. While tobacco 
makes up only 11 per cent of 
sharp's total operation, it 
accounts far 40 per cent of 
his profit 

However, the farms that 
can keep up with the cheap 
tobacco from abroad are a 
far cry from the-3.6 hectare 
farm his father tended — 
and from the many semi- 
mechanized small farms that 
have been able to survive 
even today. Sharp notes that 
he can drive all day long 
through tobacco country and 
never cross a farmer’s house, 
but. cross dozens that used to 
belong to farmers who long 
since retired or sold their 
plots to others. 

“I think we’ve got a pretty 
bright future,” Sharp said, 
drawing on a Kool menthol 
cigarette. “Not for every- 
body, but for those who 
choose to stay competitive.” 
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(Continued fawn page 1) 

focused on terrorism, the 
leaders hoped their economic 
CGmnmrrique would combat 
growing worries that the new 
global economy offers mere 
dffeats than promises. 

The leaders, laughi n g good- 
naturedly as they settled at their 

places at a round table, met at 
the contemporary art museum. 
The toe is nestled in toe sun* 
dappled Parc de la Tele D’or. 
where President BUI Clinton 
went jogging earlier, stopping 
to admire a lion perched on a 
log at a children’s zoo. 

In their communique, toe 
leaders said the economic risks 
were 

the greatest far toe world’s 
poorest countries. They 
acknowledged that e con omic 
reforms often required ’’some- 
times painful restructuring 
measures." 

In a dear reference to last 
year’s financial crisis which 

sera the Mexican economy into 

a taifip m , die leaders said that 
rapid flows of investments 
between countries produced 
■“new risks of instability that 
wiU make it necessary fra all 
countries to follow healthy eco- 
nomic policies and posh 
through structural reforms.” 

The 23-page document. 


which the leaders were review- 
ing dining their morning ses- 
sion, cont ai ned some brac kets . 
.mmiring off issues still in dis- 
pute. 

One of those was a proposal 
to sell $2 billion in gold 
reserves held by the 
littonational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to finance debt relief for 
some of the world’s poorest 
natinnft. many of them in 
Africa. 

Germany has stead fas tly 
objected, arguing that the 
IMF's gold reserves should not 

be tapped for anything short of 
a nmjra financial crisis. 

Me Clinton, attenefing Ins 
fourth summit, hoped to show- 
case his stewardship of toe U.S. 
economy, which has created 9.7 
million jobs since he took 
office, accounting far 90 per- 
cent of toe total job grow* of 
the G-7 countries during that 
span Me Clinton’s allies, how- 
ever, expressed concern over 
efforts by the US. .Congress to 
punish non- American campar 
nies that trade with such coun- 
tries as Cuba, Iran and Libya. 

“We believe that commercial 
rules should be regulated by toe 
jntpf narinnal trade Qi' n ai iisanofl . 
A country can’t make its own 
rules, even fra good reason,” 
said French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette. 


Moonlighting in daylight in Paris garment district 


By Lee Yanowitch 
Reiae r 

PARIS — In narrow, cob- 
bled Paris streets clogged 
with delivery vans, glossy 
Mercedes and racks sag- 
ging under the weight of 
polyester dresses, clusters 
of Pakistani men loiter on 
street comers waiting for a 
day’s work. 

To an outsider, the 
bustling garment district 
known as the Sootier 
resembles a T9th-century 
Dickensian slum with its 
winding streets, rundown 
housing and rubbish piled 
on pavements. 

To residents and local 
politicians, it is not just the 
streets that are crooked. 
They say the Sender is a 
haven for illegal casual 
labour where many busi- 
nessmen get rich on the 
backs of ill-paid immi- 
grants hired in kerbside 
“slave markets". 

Just a stone’s throw from 
the stock exchange and the 
opera house, tire Sender 
has for decades operated in 
blatant violation of labour 
and tax laws, fire and 
immigration regulations. 

Faced with one of Paris’s 
last thriving industrial sec- 
tors — until recently it 
produced 40 per cent of 
French women’s wear — 
officials of both right and 
left have for years quietly 
looked the other way. 

“The whole system relies 
on fraud. If the labour 
inspectorate did its job 
conscientiously, a lot of 
workshops would be 
closed,” said Pierre 
Scbapixa, the district’s 
Socialist city councillor. 
“What is most reprehensi- 
ble are the work conditions 
— hygiene and security,” 
he told Reuters. 

Asked why authorities 
did not act against the 
sweatshops, Mr. Scbaprra 
said: “It suits everyone. 
Wouldn’t a crackdown 
destroy the whole econo- 
my of the Sender?” 

Sweatshops are set up in 
decrepit, cramped apart- 
ments meant for housing, 
not commercial activity. 
Most were built before 
1915, have two rooms or 
less and have never been 
renovated 

At night, when the bustle 
dies down, prostitutes and 
(hug dealers stalk the 
streets. 

The area is a tinderbox. 
In April five people died, 
two of them children, in a 
sweatshop blaze. 

By definition, there are 
no reliable statistics about 
the workforce, but experts 
believe most mannal 
labour is off the books 
whether done by legal res- 
idents or illegal immi- 
grants. 

Laurent Dominati, the 
local centrist parliamentar- 
ian, says it is not the will 
for a clean-up that is lack- 
ing but the means, 

“Police often try to con- 
duct raids and make 
arrests. The problem is 
there is a warning network. 


a whole chain of illegali- 
ty,” he told Reuters. “By 
the time the police arrive, 
the illegal workers are 
gone. Two hours later, 
they’re back. 

“It’s especially shocking 
because it is happening in 
the hean of Paris. Each 
illegality leads to another 
illegality-. Some compa- 
nies even operate out of 
trucks," Mr. Dominati 
said 

The Sentier's special 
appeal to the garment trade 
is that it can respond 
almost immed iately (o 
retailers’ needs, which 
change constantly accord- 
ing to shifts in weather and 
market demand 

The proximity of the 
whole production cycle — 
textile merchants, pattern- 
makers, sweatshops — 
enables local businesses to 
produce inexpensive mass- 
mazket styles in record 
time. 


“ When employ- 
ees ask that 
labour regula- 
tions be respect- 
ed , bosses 

threaten to fire 
them. 99 


“Clothing, a seasonal 
product, is a perishable 
commodity akin to food. A 
delay of a few days can 
jeopardise an entire sea- 
son, a company’s reputa- 
tion and even its economic 
well-being,” Solange 
Montagnier-'VUlette wrote 
in *The Sender: an uncer- 
tain place”, a rare in-depth 
look at the industry. 

Workers are often hired 
temporarily, without con- 
tracts, health insurance or 
retirement benefits, so 
businesses can avoid pay- 
ing costly payroll taxes 
arid salaries in slow peri- 
ods. 

Many transactions . are 
cash and carry, and thus 
not declared to the tax 
authorities, she said 

The Communist CGT-Ied 
union said the Sender’s 
4,000 businesses employ 
about 30,000 people, but 
no one kotows how much 
of the area's economy 
operates on toe black mar- 
ket 

The home of the Paris 
clothing industry for cen- 
turies, the Sender under- 
went a transformation in 
the late 1 9th century when 
Charles Worth, a British 
couturier, made person- 
alised fashions available to 
a larger clientele with cata- 
logues and advertising. 

The rise of big depart- 
ment stores at that time 
bolstered the Sender. Buy- 



Employees of the Moulinex factory wear numbers representing the number of jobs lost as they 
demonstrate in protest over the closure of their factory. The city declared a ’Dead City* day as 
stores and businesses closed their doors in support of the 411 employees who will lose their 
jobs (Reuter photo) 


ers would come a few 
times a week to purchase 
what they needed without 
overstocking. 

In the early 20th century 
Jews fleeing pogroms in 
Russia and Poland arrived, 
mostly doing piecework in 
their homes. With time and 
the invention of the sewing 
machine, they prospered. 

After World War H, 
Turks and Yugoslavs 
moved in, joined in the 
early 1960s, after France’s 
North African colonies 
won their independance. 


by Jews from Algeria, 
Morocco and Tunisia, who 
now dominate the district. 
The varied ethnic mosaic 
includes Arabs, black 

Africans and Asians. 

Over the decades, work- 
ing conditions have 

changed little. 

The CGT fights a daily 
battle against abuse of 
workers’ rights in toe Sen- 
tier w'hich it says is the rule 
rather than toe exception. 

“When employees ask 
that labour regulations be 
respected, bosses threaten 


to fire them," said CGT 
official Serge Sellier. 

One of the CGT’s victo- 
ries is a new law targeting 
companies ultimately 
responsible for the use of 
illegal labourers, even if 
toe direct employer is a 
third party such as a sweat- 
shop. The union has won 
lawsuits against 16 cloth- 
ing firms using toe law. 

Georges Moreno, a tex- 
tile merchant, runs an asso- 
ciation trying to improve 
the environment and forge 
ties with residents, who 


would rather see the rag 
trade banished forever 
because of to its noisy traf- 
fic, dirty streets and clat- 
tering sewing machines. 

!n the early 1990s, there 
was talk of moving toe 
Sentier's manufacturing 
activities out to toe su bl- 
urbs while leaving the 
designing and showrooms 
in place. Nothing ever 
came of it. 

“The Senticr has existed 
for three centuries," Mr. 
Morena said. “You're not 
going to get rid of it now.” 


Coroner to the stars goes Hollywood 


By Karen Lowe 

Agence France-Presse 

LOS ANGELES — For 
the person with every- 
thing, the coroner’s office 
here can suggest beach 
towels with chalk out- 
lines of bodies, toe-tag 
key chains, or, perhaps, a 
tasteful nightshirt with 
the coroner’s logo. 

The Los Angeles coro- 
ner department’s market- 
ing whiz is one-time Sec- 
retary Marilyn Lewis 
who passed out about a 
dozen of the towels on a 
whim in 1993. It captured 
the attention of local 
media and a business was 
bom. 

can’t please 
she said 


“You 


everybody, 
when asked 


if people 
by the 


were offended 
humor. “Okay. This is not 
for everybody but most 
people are delighted. It’s 
a light sense of humor, 
not morbid.” 

headline in the 


The 


coroner's gift shop 
brochure that features 
items ranging in price 
from a 50 cent pen to a 
$50 coroner jacket reads: 
“Part of you thinks it’s in 
poor taste... Part of you 
wants an XL” (extra 
large). 

Since her first towels, 
the gift office has pulled 
in about $700,000 in 
sales from the items that 
mushroomed from six 
items tee years ago to 
50, with orders coming in 
worldwide. 

Part of the coroner 
office’s mystique is that it 
is the last stop before the 
grave for celebrities such 
as Marilyn Monroe, foot- 
ball legend OJ. Simp- 
son’s ex-wife Nicole 
Brown Simpson, actress 
Natalie Wood and comic 
John Belushi. 

(Next stop, according to 
a brochure on Lewis’ 
desk, is “Grave live 
tours" for a hearst-driven 
tour “In the past lane” to 


the “Last breath" loca- 
tions of Humphrey Boga- 
rt, Bugsy Siegel, Janis 
Joplin and Gary Cooper, 
among others.) 

“We have a perfect 
market for this," Ms. 
Lewis said. “Famous 
people die and this is 
where they come ” 

This unlikely tourist 
spot has drawn many 
travellers, often before 
the Hollywood walk and 
en route to Disneyland. 

Japanese tourists espe- 
cially love her shop, Ms. 
Lewis said. 

Japan-based Hazama 
International Company 
Ltd. just inked a deal as 
the exclusive Japanese 
distributor of coroner’s 
memorabilia. 

As part of the deal, the 
county will receive a one- 
time fee of $30,000 plus 
nine per cent of gross 
sales up to $500,000. The 
department projects 
$307,500 in the first five 
years. 


Proceeds from the coro- 
ner’s office go to a pro- 
gramme called youthful 
drunk drivers pro- 
gramme. It is a sentenc- 
ing alternative aimed at 
preventing youths arrest- 
ed for drunk driving from 
repeating their offense. 

Participants are forced 
to see the consequences 
of their actions by visit- 
ing hospital emergency 
rooms and toe corooer's 
office where they see the 
unlucky victims of drunk 
drivers. 

Of the 1,000 youths 
who have gone through 
the programme only two 
have repeated the 
offense, said Scott Carri- 
er, spokesman for toe 
coroner’s office. Those 
are enviable results by 
nationwide standards. 

Kevin Beam, 27, of 
south central Los Ange- 
les, one of the city’s 
toughest neighborhoods, 
bought a dark T-shirt with 
bright yellow leners 


emblazoned across toe 
back that read "Coroner.’’ 
Asked why he picked 
out that item, he said: “I 
got it to go with one of 
ray outfits. It looks offi- 
ciaL Maybe it will get a 
message across to stop 
the killing in my neigh- 
borhood.” 

Just toe day before, he 
said, three people were 
shot to death on a street 
corner in his neighbor- 
hood. 

“It’s no joke. If you end 
up here, this is it," Mr. 
Beam said. "1 
want to wear this while 
I'm living. Next time I 
come here, I could 
be wearing a toe tag." 
Dorothy Brewer, 70. of 
JopUn, Missouri was 
looking for something for 
her granddaughters, ages 
10, 14, 16 and settled 
upon head bands with the 
chalk up of bodies. 

"I tike toe sense of 
humor here. I like what it 
benefits. It’s worthwhile 


and there is something 
for everybody." she said. 

Lewis said she often 
fields telephone orders 
from New Zealand. 
Britain. Australia where 
— because of the time 
difference — they are 
getting up in toe middle 
of the night to place toe 
orders during business 
hours here. Some even 
try to surmount language 
problems to get toe items. 

"I got one call from 
Italy from someone try- 
ing’ to speak english. I 
could understand what he 
wanted but I couldn't 
understand where he was 
telling me to send it,” she 
lamented. 

Some community lead- 
ers worry the items may 
seem insensitive and send 
the message that Los 
Angeles is a dangerous 
place to live. To which 
Ms. Lews responded, 
"L.A. is a place that is a 
tittle offbeat.” 
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Jordan limes, Saturday, June 29, 1996 


Unemployment soars in 
West Bank, Gaza Strip 


RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AFP) — Unemployment in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip has jumped by more 
than 10 points since last 
year, mainly due to the 
Israeli closure of the occu- 
pied territories, the 
Palestinian statistics agency 
said in a report published 
Thursday. 

In its latest survey con- 
ducted in April and May, 
the official agency said 
average unemployment in 
the territories had climbed 
to 28.6 per cent from 183 
per cent in October. 

In the Gaza Strip, the rate 
of joblessness stood at 393 
per cent, compared to 24.3 
par cent in the West Bank, 
said Hassan Abu Libdeh, 
head of the Central Bureau 
of Statistics. 

The jump in unemploy- 
ment was attributed to the 
effects of Israel's closure of 
the territories following a 
spate of suicide bombings 
by Palestinian Islamic radi- 
cals which killed 58 people 
in the Jewish state in 
February and March. 

By sealing off the West 


Bank and especially the 
Gaza Strip, Israel prevented 
tens of thousands of 
Palestinians from reaching 
their day jobs inside Israel. 

It also choked off imports 
of needed raw materials and 
exports of prodace and 
manufactured goods from 
the territories. 

Mr. Abu Libdeh said that 
in order for unemployement 
in the Palestinian territories 
to be brought to the "accept- 
able level” of eight per cent, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) would ha- 
ve to create 1 16,000 jobs. 

The previous Labour gov- 
ernment in Israel began eas- 
ing the closure early this 
month before it handed 
power to a right-wing coali- 
tion which emerged victori- 
ous in May 29 elections, 
notably authorising some 
22,000 Palestinian day 
labourers into the country. 

New Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
yet to commit hims elf to 
any further lifting of the 
clampdown and has 
remained elusive about his 
plans concerning a resump- 


tion of peace negotiations 
with the PNA. 

But in recent statements 
and an interview Thursday 
in the English-language 
Jerusalem Post newspaper, 
Mr. Netanyahu indicated he 
would give priority to steps 
aimed at improving the 
Palestinian economy, 
including plans to build 
industrial zones along the 
line separating Israel from 
the territories. 

“I think that ideas for cre- 
ating magn ets for employ- 
ment are sound, providing 
they're not artificial 

employment,” be said. 
Noting that economic 

development possibilities 
were limited by the “fairly 
low level” of the Palestinian 
economy, Mr. Netanyahu 

said priority must be given 
to "a combination of invest- 
ments in infrastructure, 
which also offer consider- 
able employment”*! have 
certain other economic 

ideas in mind and these will 
be the subject of my discus- 
sions” with tire Palestinians, 
he stud. 


Algeria’s foreign reserves rise 


PARIS (R) — Algeria’s 
hard currency reserves 
reached S2.ll billion at the 
end of December 1995 
compared to $2.0 billion in 
September the same year, 
the Algerian central bank 
•ns s<tid. 

in a press release quoted 
by the Algerian news 
agency APS, it said the 
‘improvement was due to a 
s^ibie currency in the 
fourth quarter of 1995 and a 
debt rescheduling deal. 

“The exchange rate 
reached 52.2 dinars for ODe 
dollar at the end of 
December 1995 compared 
to 50.3 dinars for the dollar 
at end September, that is to 
say the beginning of stabili- 
sation in foe. exchange mar- 
ket thanks to rigourous fis- 
cal measures,” said the bank 
according to APS. 

Year-on-year comparison 
data was not immediately 
, available. 

The improvement in the 
country's reserves was also 


doe to the country's ability 
to cut its balance of pay- 
ments deficit thanks to the 
rescheduling of its foreign 
debt of $31.3 billion, the 
bank said. 

The balance of payments 
improved by $200 million 
in fourth quarter 1995, it 
added without giving fur- 
ther details. 

The bank, confirming 
government figures pub- 
lished earlier tins year, said 
the oil and gas sector grew 
by 33 per cent in 1995 and 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) rose 4.3 per cent in 
real terms. 

’The non-hydrocarbon 
sectors grew by 5.0 per cent 
while the agricultural sector 
scored a 21 per cent 
increase in 1995 ” said the 
bank’s press release which, 
as reported by APS, did not 
give comparative figures. 

Industrial growth 

remained negative, it added 
without giving figures. 


Qatar 

doubles 


wages 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar 
Thursday announced it was 
increasing by 50 to 100 per 
cent the wages of civil ser- 
vants and soldiers, in tbe 
biggest pay rise since the 
emirate became indepen- 
dent in 1971. 

The total cost of the wage 
increases is estimated at 
around 500 million riyals 
($137 million ). 

It comes as Qatar grap- 
ples with a large budget 
deficit, estimated to reach 
$810 million in the 1996- 
1997 fujanc&fyear. 

Qatar, which has a popu- 
lation of only 500,000 
inhabitants and an annual 
oil revenue of up to $35 
billion a year, has one of 
the highest per capita annu- 
al incomes in the world at 
$17,000 in 1995. 


THE Daily Crossword by Al Becker 


ACROSS 
1 File 

5 Question word 
9 Passe 

14 Eye 

1 5 Happy syllables 

16 “Gel her poor 
dog — " 

1 7 “The — in 
Winter'" 

18 Approximately 

19 Helicopter need 

20 Inside scoop 
"22 Disappoint 
24 Bridge bid 

26 Porter km 

27 Pavs off 
31 Call for 
33 Humorist 

George 

36 Winged 

37 Tractable 

38 Tbe bird— tbe 
wing* 

39 Squelches an 
uprising 

42 Notion 

43 — accompli 

44 Jitterbug, e g 

45 — Plaines IL 

46 Different 

47 inform on 

48 Drs " gp 

49 Non-clergy 
51 Stnke type 
55 Land 

60 In profusion 
6t Chemical 
compound 

63 Jai — 

64 Peter of films 

65 Tear apart 

66 Spore producer 

67 Joints 

68 Calendar 
divisions 

69 Sound 

DOWN 

1 Rock spanner 

2 Money- 
changer's fee 

3 Poky 

4 Hang 

5"— that lady... 7" 

6 Band 
instruments 


h 12 13 |« 


5 6 7 8 


|S HO 111 112 1 13 


[27 [28 1 29 1 30 


133 |34 [35 


151 152 1 53 


156 |S7 158 [59 


C :Sf9C Trithjne M«Jw Services inc 
At- "grits reserv*e 

7 Oohs and — 

8 Cat's-paw G fi 

9 Move about 

quickly - -- 

1 0 Domicile . L . 1 

1 1 Dorothy's pel 

12 Plenty, once IBUI 

13 Actor Bruce R E 

21 Chose a'w 

23 Having keen ~r~~i 

inierest F ‘ R 

25 Water dog 
27 Speedy 

26 Give the slip to ■L 

29 Same-coJor 
socks 

30 deal 1 * ,o_v 

(bargaining w~E 

words} 

32 Amo. amas, — 

33 For — (cheaply) 41 Pr < 

34 “La — Vita" 46 A c 

35 Come in 47 W. 

37 the night 4 8 Idc 

before..:’ 50 Gr 

38 Lendl of tennis 51 Va 

40 Court — -{trial na ' 

she) 52 “ P( 


G AG A 
u's'e-r' 
L ~ J I N : c" 

Vaj T'h" 

R E>F.U 
'a'm ? i In' 
F MR. r 
F ~ r“ E * T | 

S^EJVJE. 

VajlV 
"o v-e-n] 
w* eIdIs 


41 Proclamation 

46 Acls the ham 

47 W. C. — 

46 Idolize 

50 Great pain 

51 Vaccine 
name 

52 "Pumping — 1 " 


MR' Q 
EUO jf 

t hTe 

sflBI 


£ ! R .’ T 

V,i]V 

Tims 


EJA]R 

N I g7 m" 


53 Radial 

54 Twerp 

56 Loco 

57 Butte nne 

58 Admonish 
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AFM price index falls below 
the 140 psychological level 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

Amman — Prices plunged 
below a psychological mark 
at the stock market last 
week as part of a stagnation 
stemming from shortage of 
liquidity as well as political 
uncertainity, and brokers 
said the bomb attack against 
a U.S. facility in Saudi ara- 
bia on Tuesday was bound 
to have a serious impact on 
the marke t this week. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
3.5 million dinars, com- 
pared with last week’s 3.1 
million dinars. 

Tbe official share price 
index based on tbe stocks of 
60 major companies 
plunged below the psycho- 
logical mark of at 140 to 
close at 139.53 points, 
down 2.15 points or 1.52 
per cent from the week’s 
opening of 141.73 points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
industrial stocks dipping by 
1.82 per cent, commercial 
banks and financial institu- 
tions by 1.48 per cent, and 
services sector companies 


by 0.742 per cent Insurance 
stocks gained 1.75 per cent 

Industrials accounted for 
1.29 million dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed 
by commercial banks and 
financ ial institutions with 
760,000 dinars, services 
sector firms with 390,000 
dinar s and insurance com- 
panies with 15,000 dinars. 

Shares of 90 companies 
were traded during tbe 
week, with 1 1 of them clos- . 
ing with gains, 64 slipping 
and 15 remaining 
unchanged, the AFM report 
said. 

It said 1.7 million shares 
changed hands under 3,717 
deals struck during tbe 
week. 

Tbe decline in share 
prices was for tbe eighth 
week running despite hopes 
of a recovery in the market 
beginning in June when the 
government was expected 
to launch moves to bring 
down high interest rates on 
dinar deposits. 

Officials said the mone- 
tary authority would soon 
begin moves to cut interest 
rates offered on short and 
medium-term deposits in 
dinars. 


At the same time, the 
“shortage of liquidity” is no 
longer the main element 
behind the stagnation in the 
market, said a broker, 
“investors are scared that 
the results of the Israeli 
elections would severely 
hamp er the Middle East 
peace process.” said the 
AFM dealer, who, like other 
stockbrokers in Jordan, can- 
not be identified by name. 

The dealer was referring 
to tbe May 29 election vic- 
tory of right-wing leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu as 
prime minister of Israel and 
tbe emergence of a hardline 
government under him that 
is seen to have dealt a seri- 
ous blow of Arab hopes of 
an equitable peace agree- 
ment 

“The bomb attack in 
Saudi Arabia has also sent 
shock waves through the 
Jordanian investor commu- 
nity” said the dealer: 
“Historically, any serious 
development in any aspect 
in die region has always had 
an impact on the Jordanian 
monetary market and the Al 
Khobar blast is no excep- 
tion.” 


European aid 
being squandered 
by bureaucracy 


BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean aid to lesser developed 
countries is not only shrink- 
ing, but much of what 
remains is squandered in 
bureaucracy or linked to 
trade, an international 
report has said. 

Reality of Aid 1996 — a 
report by non-governmental 
organisations from 27 coun- 
tries — says aid is likely to 


Community Humanitarian 
Office (ECHO). 

Ms. Van Rcisen said while 
member states were putting 
more pressure on the com- 
mission over aid, they were 
not making resources avail- 
able. 

She said there was a 
“drastic shortage of staff 
and lack of expertise within 
the commission" leading to 


fail to its lowest level ever 1 -a - greater emphasis being 


OECD warns of Turkish instability 


PARIS (AFP) - Turkey’s 
economic growth is project- 
ed to shrink from 73 per 
cent last year to 43 per cent 
this year, with the result of 
reining in inflation and lim- 
iting the current account 
deficit to between two and 
three per cent of GDP, the 
OECD has said. 

But, the organisation 
warned in its half-yearly 
economic outlook, Turkey 
runs the risk of economic 
instability unless its govern- 
ment adopts “a credible 
economic strategy” 

Turkey has been without a 


government since inconclu- 
sive general elections six 
months ago. 

The projected fall in GDP 
growth assumes font mea- 
sures will be taken to limit 
public deficits to between 
eight and nine per cent of 
GDP, the OECD said. It 
forecasts growth of 5.0 per 
cent in 1997. 

Inflation is expected to 
fall from 80 per cent last 
year to 70 per cent this year 
and to 60 per cent in 1997. 

But the OECD cautioned 
that its projections concern- 


ing Turkey contained a 
large measure of uncertain- 
ty- 

“Failure to establish a 
credible medium-term eco-‘ 
nomic strategy and to 
restore fiscal stability could 
trigger a deterioration in 
confidence and economic 
stability” it said. 


this yean 

The report also says that 
competition for funds 
means the countries that 
need aid most are getting 
less. 

“Least developed and 
other low income countries 
have seen their share of aid 
fall by seven per cent since 
1990,” the report says. 
“Bilateral aid to sub- 
Saharan Africa ... since 
1991 has been reduced by 
$670 million" 

Miriam van Reisen, one 
of the report’s authors, told 
Reuters tbe situation could 
improve dr amaticall y if the 
European Union(EU) and 
member states put more 
emphasis on co-ordination. 

She said the European 
Commission — which has 
tbe job of coordinating aid 
policy by EU member states 
— faced countless prob- 
lems including an “incoher- 
ent organisational struc- 
ture” which meant much of 
the work was duplicated. 

The regionally orientated 
divisions of the commission 
compound the problem — 
there are four separate 
departments dealing with 
development policy as well 
as tiie European 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onf nary words. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



EWTTE 


NOARP 


DARFOE 


VALERM 


Shell go to 
the top 



WHAT HEP 
FIP3T LEAP POLE 
MEANT TO THE 
BALLERINA. 

» 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form ffw surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer : A | 


“It was a quiet day at work. 
Everyone was nice and nobody 
had to sit in the time-out chair.” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: NEWSY DIRTY LAVISH ROBBER 
Answer: What cautious diners have at a greasy 
spoon — RESERVATIONS 


Peanuts 
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put on more costly subcon- 
tractors. 

The report said the gulf 
between donor rhetoric and- 
action was a key feature of 
international aid. 

It said donors wanted free, 
trade, but linking aid to 
trade had cost recipient 
countries an estimated $2 
billion in overpricing 
Human rights considera- 
tions were also buried by , 
commercial interests, it 
said. 

Reality of aid called on 
governments to set dead- - 
lines for eradicating pover- 
ty, ensure aid as a percent- 
age of donor nation gross 
domestic product was main- 
tained and allocate at least 
50 per cent of aid for direct 
investment in social devel- 
opment 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY JUNE, 29 
1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Know what your 
personal desires are at this 
time and try to handle them 
in a more interesting man- 
ner and you can be happier. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) This is a good day 
today to handle some pub- 
lic or credit affair which 
can. bring you .greater suc- 
cess. If you favour, 
do approach « an knowl- 
edgeable person. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Get into new kinds of 
activities which can bring 
you excellent benefits. Put 
your ideas to work quickly 
for you to gai n prosperity. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Plan some 
new manner to handle your 
business affairs so they will 
be easier and more prof- 
itable for the days ahead in 
terms of your success. * 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Put aside that Leo pride 
and contact those who can 
assist you at this time and 
you will get ahead foster 
towards your success and 
prosperity. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is a 
good day today to shop 
around for mechanisms 
which can make your 
career activities much easi- 
er and more profitable. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You can enjoy 
usual recreations with 
greater relish today. Keep a 
promise you have made to 
your mate and you can 
have harmony in your 
home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You want to 
m a ke radical changes at 
home today, but this is not 
the right time to do so, so 
study your plans more 
thorough. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) Be 
sure to handle correspon- 
dence and travel matter 
widely today. A word of 
praise to your fellow asso- 
ciates will bring excellent 
results. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Get busy 
at any repair tasks you can 
do yourself nnrf save 
money. Let your budgeting 
be more modem and get 
better results. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February- 19) Get your 
most original plans worked 
out successfully today. 
Take time to see persons 
whose ideas are as progres- 
sive as yours. 

PISCES: (February 20‘ to 
March 20) if there is some- 
thing you do not approve 
of at home today, make the 
changes quickly and you 
can be happy with tbe 
results obtained. 

Birthsione of June: 
Emerald — Citrine. 
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Jordan ranks fourth 
in phone calls to Israel 


SYDNEY(R) — The Mid- 
dle East peace process has 
doubled the flow of tele- 
phone traffic between the 
Jewish state and its Arab 
neighbours each Near, 
Israeli telephone company 
Bezeq Telecom said Thurs- 
day. 

Bezeq Chairman Gurion 
Meltzer said telephone traf- 
fic with Jordan had leapt 
from zero in 1993, the year 
of the lsraeli-Palestinian 
peace accord, to become 
Israel's fourth largest mar- 
ket for international traffic. 

“And 1 can assure you that 
the traffic between Israel 
and all of the rest of the 
Arab countries are increas- 
ing by more than 100 per 
cent every year,’' Mr. 
Meltzer told a luncheon in 
Sydney hosted by the Aus- 
tralia-Israel Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Mr. Meltzer said the 
increased telephone traffic 


had helped profits but 
declined to comment on 
Bezeq’ s profit outlook. 

Bezeq, 75 per cent gov- 
ernment owned and listed 
on the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange, has not yet 
researched the rapid rise' in 
long-distance calls, but the 
peace process is believed to 
have ignited business and 
family communications. 
Mr. Meltzer said. 

Jordan and Israel, which 
fought a war in 1967, 
signed a peace agreement 
in October 1994. 

“It’s business relations, 
and people feel more free to 
call each other.” Mr. 
Meltzer said. 

“Even the communica- 
tions between families 
becomes simpler so it’s 
everything together, “he 
added ” In the Middle East 
there arc many mixtures of 
families — part of the fam- 
ily lives in Jordan, pan of 


the family in Israel, pan of 
the family in Syria, part of 
the family in Lebanon 
These are big families and 
they -are all interconnected.” 
.Asked if he was con- 
cerned about the future of 
the peace procev,. Mr. 
Meltzer said ail Israeli 
politicians wanted peace, 
‘from nght to left ", but 
declined to comment on the 
policies of new Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin NeuinyJiu. 

Nlr. Netanyahu. Likud 
Party leader, i*, oppv^ed to 
surrendering land in return 
for peace with iK Arab 
neighbours. 

Bezeq posted an JO t per 
cent jump it: net profit m 
calendar |«w.* to 
million shekels i S l ? 
million 1 . But first-quarter 
19% profit tell slightly on 
the same 1995 quarter ' 

Die company is owned Id 
per cent by British-based 
Cable and Wueless BLC. 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area !n 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Teh 810605.810609 
Fax: 810520 


ptOuMnSe 
SottfiA & SsideU 

OPEN DAILY FROM 

10 AM. - 1 A-M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

t ttwtti uthalaa 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


STUMOHAIG 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service ' 

Develop yourioedoor film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
wSmo 30% larger 

*■ r. 

moat 20 x 30 tm 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 

imm 


Shme»anU-.i>pp- Grindhryi 
Bank. Phone: <W042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 

CROWMHCm 

OLYMPICSIZE 
SWIMMING POOLBi c* 

• TENNIS COURT / V ■ 

• HEALTH CLl» / 


• SAUNA & JAO 







^ UNFURNISHED 

1} 1ST floor deluxe, 

3 bedrooms , ^ 

3 bathroo ms-290 M. 
2) Roof top-2 bed rooms- 
2bath rooms-135 M. 
Location: Um-Uzainah. 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 
Tel.: 864230, Fax: 864231 




Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 


Abdoun - Tel : 8.19564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


BfpnR GHOBAR- 200 M FROM 
TBS FRENCH SCHOOL. 

A NEW FULL FLOOR ( 300 +M 
SQ.) JN A 2 STORY i ' ILL ^ 
WIDE TERRACE, A MASTER 
BjR WITH WALK-IN CLOSET. 2 
SIR’S. 3 BATHROOMS. FAMILY 
ROOM. SPACIOUS SALON A 

dining room, large oak 
kitchen, built in closets 
ALL OVER THE BOUSE, OWN 
ENTRANCE CAR PARK 

BYBLOS REAL ESTATE 

L TEL 829682/3 Jt 


(ledicbu/tcuti 

< teppanyaki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 


Amra Hotel Shops;'- 
6th circle, Amman 


DOLLAR 

mtMTM CAM 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 


w/s 

RENTACAR 

as*- 
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FULLY FURNISHED 
j OFFICES 

I DAILY - WEEKLY 
MONTHLY 

FULL SUPPORT OF 
; SECRETARY WORKS AND 
jl TELEPHONE LINES. 

1 ! AiShmeisani 

jj TEL : 689374 - 689373 
■ FAX . 689368 ^ 

^iiuniunimiitHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil 1 




W WE SEND 

f FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


t Interflora Meraberr.htp » 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Dcsigne 


1 Salma Inter Fiowcrsl 


U m Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Tc'rin : (811395 ) 




Main office 

Kins Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 




SUCTION 


: ’. '' ' 


; vv:^ 
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Wimbledon Roundup 

Becker forced out by wrist injury as Studenikova 
continues giantkilling run; Edberg bows out 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Three-times champion 
Boris Becker withdrew 
from Wimbledon Friday 
after injuring his right wrist 
during his third-round sin- 
gles against South African 
qualifier Neville Godwin. 

Becker dropped his racket 
and yelled out in pain 
returning a serve from his 
opponent on the first point 
of a first-set tie-break. 

The players had been on 
court for 58 minutes. 

Godwin, who had played 
only five players ranked in 
the top-100 in his career 
before Friday’s match, was 
by no rnftan$ intimidated by 
the 28-year-old German in 


the early games. 

After receiving on court 
treatment Becker went to 
the back of the court to 
serve — but he was forced 
to concede. 

Godwin, 21 and ranked 
223rd, now plays either 
David Wheaton of the 
United States or Alexander 
Radulescun of Germany for 
a place in the quarterfinals. 

Becker, recent winner of 
the Stella Artois 
Championships at Queen’s, 
won his Wimbledon titles in 
1985, 1986 and 1989. He 
was runner up to Pete 
Sampras twelve months ago 
and had been seeded to play 
the American again in this 



Switzerland’s Martina Hingis plays a return to 
Britain’s Rachel Viollet during their third round match 
at Wimbledon . Hingis won the match 6-1, 6-1 (Reuters 
photo) ....... 


ALPHA 

DAILY TOURS 


'D.ptUk 



/l& flccfy fat, t $96 
*76e Ti/oetden^ 

*7E Wi 9*tctocde& 

Return Transportation ■ Entrance Fees - Local Guide 
■ Standard Tour of Petra on Horse- Back • Lunch. 


/tLP//ff d(^Ld // 

TaurM Bums W rttrlf ftLnli 

For Reservation and Information Contact Your Hotel, 

Your Travel Agent or Alpha Daily Tours Reservation Department 
Td: 692 - 6 - 701216 / 701217 Telefcx: 692 - 6 - 69822} 



year’s final 

Meanwhile Katarina 
Studenikova, who ended 
Monica Seles’ Wimbledon 
campaign on Tuesday, con- 
tinued her giant-killing 
between the showers at the 
All England Club on Friday 
to beat Dominique Van 
Roost of Belgium and reach 
the last-sixteen of the 
women's singles. 

Studenikova, 23 and 
ranked 59th, raced to a 6-3, 
6-2 win aod now plays 
either Meredith McGrath of 
the United States or Nancy 
Feber of Belgium for a 
place in the quarter-finals. 

Judith Wiesner also came 
safely through her third- 
round clash against 1994 
semi-finalist Gigi 

Fernandez who needed on 
court treatment to a shoul- 
der injury during the match 

The 30-year-old Austrian 
scored a 6-2, 7-5 win to 
reach a showdown with 
either lues Gorrochategui of 
Argentina or American Amy 
Frazier. 

In the men’s singles, 
Malivai Washington of the 
United States matte short 
work of Bohdan Ulihrach of 
the Czech Republic and 
became the first player to 
reach the fourth-round after 
scoring a 6-3, 6-3, 6-0. 

Spain’s fourth-seed 
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario 
also needed treatment on 
court when she complained 
of pain to her right wrist in 
her third-round match 
against Japan’s Naoko 
Sawamatsu. 

The 23-year-old Japanese 
player started superbly and 
forged 4-2 clear but she then 
lost concentration after the 
intervention of the trainer 
and a short rain-break at the 
end of the first seL 

Sanchez Vicario complet- 
ed a 6-4, 6-1 win. 

. The day’s second v rain- 
breaJkdidjiQt save American _ 
qualifier Ds>ug Flach *■ — the 
man who put Andre Agassi 
back on a Las Vegas-bound 
flight after the first round. 

He came off the outside 
court with 21-year-old 
Swedish opponent Thomas 
Johansson lacing two match 
points while serving at 15- 
40 and with the score at 1-6, 
4-6, 3-5. 

They returned to resume 
40 minutes later and 
although Flach saved the 
first point he was left 
stranded at the net on the 
second as the Swede’s siz- 
zling passing shot found its 
target. 

Edberg bows oat 

Sentimental favourite 
Stefan Edberg bowed out of 
bis last Wimbledon on 
Thursday, just one match 
short of his 100th win on 
grass and bis 50th at the 
championships. 



Stefan Edberg of Sweden, playing his last Wimbledon, 
waves goodbye to the crowd after losing to fellow coun- 
tryman Mikael TSBstrom. TiUstrom won the match 4-6 
6-4 7-6 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


The 30-year-old Swede, 
champion here in 1988 and 
1990, lost 4-6 6-4 7-6 6-4 to 
up-and-coming compatriot 
Mikael TiUstrom. in a twi- 
light serve-and-voUey battle 
on a packed number one 
court. 

* Sampras takes revenge 

on Fhliippoussis: Fete 

Sampras took revenge on 
Mark Pbilippoussis, die 
man who spoiled his hopes 
of a second Australian Open 
title, with victory in a big- 
hitting centre court match at 
Wimbledon cm Thursday. 

Sampras, seekin g a fourth 
-consecutive - Wimbledon 
title, reached the third round 
with a 7-6 6-4 6-4 victory 
over the giant Australian 
who had knocked him out at 
the same stage in 
Melbourne in January. 

While' Sampras defused 
the power game of fast-ris- 
ing Australian but said he 
believes the teenager has the 
talent to reach (he top. “He 
has a huge game. There’s no 
question he has to work on 
things but the talent is 
there,” Sampras said after 
his second-round win 

* Hingis eqjoys her sec- 
ond bite: This time last year 
Martina Hingis was given a 
rough introduction to her 
first senior Wimbledon. 

■ The girl named after 
Martina Navratilova, found 
herself across the net from 
German star Steffi Graf in 
her senior debut. Not sur- 
prisingly, her stay was brief. 

But Thursday the Swiss 
15-year-old, firmly estab- 


WANTED FOR EMPLOYMENT 


A professional marketing company is seeking to hire on 
a full- or part-time basis : 

1 - Writers with the following credentials : 
-Business, economic or financial background 
-Proficiency In English 

2- English editors 

3- Graphic designer with excellent computer skills 

4- Marketing people with the following credentials : 

-Proficiency in English 
-Energetic and presentable 

If interested, please send your C. V. with a recently 
taken photograph to the following address: 

Employment Opportunities 
P.O.Box 2288 
Amman 11181 Jordan 
or E-Mail:AMG@nets.com.jo 


lisheg as the game’s bright- 
est young name, advanced 
to foe third round with a 
clinical 6-1 6-1 demolition 
of Britain's Rachel Viollet 

* Japan’s Date still strug- 
gling on grass: Kimik o 
Date whose tennis prowess 
has made her a superstar in 
Japan, confessed on 

Thursday she was still 

strug glin g on foe grass at 
Wimbledon. 

Twelfth-seeded Date, a 
quarter-finalist at foe 

world’s most famous tennis 
tournament last year; took 
tune to find her form before 
beating - French— qualifier 
Anne-Gaelle Sidot 6-7 6-3 
6-3, who was making her 
Wimbledon debut 

**Cash and McEnroe 
join rock greats for chari- 
ty: John McEnroe and Pat 
Cash, once foe wild boys of 
Wimbledon, are reaching 
for their guitars and joining 
top rock stars to raise 
money for charity. 

And it’s a cause close to 
their hearts — the Vitas 
Gerulaitis Foundation fhar 
commemorates foe name of 
their old friend and gives 
inner city children a chance 
to play tennis. 

♦The graveyard of foe 
seeds took its toll at 
Wimbledon again on 
Thursday when eighth seed 
Lindsay Davenport went 
out tamely to Lansa Neiland 
in the second round. 

Wimbledon’s infamous 
Court Two, renowned as the 
graveyard, had already wit- 
nessed the demise of lead- 
ing men’s seeds Andre 
Agassi and Michael Chang. 


Martinez fails to wow the crowds^ 


LONDON (R) — She is a 
former champion, congratu- 
lated by her king and feted 
by her compatriots but she 
still cannot fill the Centre 
Court at Wimbledon. 

Spaniard Conchita 
Martinez, the third-ranked 
woman tennis player in the 
world, somehow hasn’t got 
what -it takes to wow the 
crowds here. 

During Martinez’s sec- 
ond-round defeat of 
American Lisa Raymond on 
Thursday, scores of seats 
remained empty as specta- 
tors looked elsewhere for 
entertainment or headed for 
a reviving cup of tea. 

Perhaps they had not for- 
given the 24-year-old 
Martinez for beating senti- 
mental favourite Martina 


Navratilova, who was play- 
ing her last Wimbledon sin- 
gles match, in foe 1994 

Or perhaps they just found 
her style a touch boring. 

Last year Martinez com- 
plained that Wimbledon 
officials were failing to 
recognise her status as 
reigning champion ■ by 
scheduling her too often on 
outside courts. , . 

But her heavy-hittmg 
baseline game, honed on the 
red clay of her homeland, 
does not set the pulse racing 
like Navratilova’s attacking 
volleys or Steffi GrjrfJs ath- 
letic prowess. 

Between points Martinez, 
who reached the semifinals 
of every Grand Slam event 
last year, takes her time. 


hangs her bead and dn^i 
her feet as though she i$ 
enjoying her chosen craft. . 

When she stirs herself to; ' 
whip home one of her 
quern winners from sqikl. 
where behind the service 
line, it comes almost a$ a 
surprise. 

Spectators fidgeted 
►Thursday as she prepared, 
slowly and deliberately fg 
each serve. They te 
politely as she passed & 
out-played RAymond 
her thumping forehanded 
they looked forward expec- 
tantly to foe next match. 

- Afterwards, the ixnsQh- 
Hrwifli press couldn’t that 

of anything to ask Mortise* 
so she was not called tofte 
customary news cottier, 
ence. Maybe next round. . 


Iv anis evic goes for priestly sustenance 


LONDON <R) — Croat 
Goran Ivanisevic, a man at 
peace now his country is, 
has brought a Catholic 
priest with him to wimble- 
don to pour his heart out to. 

Most milli onaires on the 
international tennis circuit 
rely on a phalanx of train- 
ers, masseurs and minders. 
The tournament’s fourth 
seed prefers to go for spiri- 
tual sustenance. 

The towering lefthander is 
praying this will be his third 
time lucky in a Wimbledon 
final but confessed to hav- 
ing trouble when talking to 
Father Josip — he has to 
remember not to swear 
The booming server once 
known as Goran the grouch 
has tamed his demons on 
and off the court 
Now all he wants is areal- 
ly tough opponent so he can 
hone bis skills for another 
pitch at that elusive 
Wimbledon crown. 

“1 am trying the hardest I 
can ” said the 24-year-old 
who has won four titles in 


the three months since the 
peace agreement was 
signed in former 
Yugoslavia. 

The clouds have parted, 
the sense of relief is palpa- 
ble. He is more relaxed and 
confident Gone are -foe 
days when he couldn’t get 
back to his family in Split or 
even get through on foe 
phone. 

Having Father Josip along 
at Wimbledon has helped 
give foe superstitious 
Ivanisevic a sense of pro- 
portion. 

“I am calmer than before. 
It makes me focus on some- 
thing ... The priest you can 
talk to him about whatever 
yon want but you cannot 
swear, you know, and it's 
tough. I have to concentrate 
when I talk to him” he 
said. 

“When I am home, I go to 
church every Sunday. I 
believe in that religion. It is 
nice to believe in some- 
thing,’’ said the millionaire 
who now lives in the tax 


exile of Motite Carlo. 

Ivanisevic, who tostjtrf 
Andre Agassi in tire 19&? 
final and fell at the last hur- 
dle against Pete Sampras iu 
1994, is hoping for some 
help from on high this time. 

“Z have prayed a lot of 
times but it didn't happen 
yet so I probably did some- 
thing bad, you know, out- 
side the church,” he said 
with a twinkle in his eye. 

Ivanisevic, who served a 
staggering 917 aces on the. 
international circuit last 
year, is keen to punish him- 
self: “My matches me 
always pretty quick here 
and 1 always win pretty 
easy, so maybe I need a 
tough match earlier.” 

After dismissing French 
qualifier Pierre Bouteyre 7- 
5 &4 6-4, the brooding) 
Croat admitted there was 
still a long, long way to go 
at Wimbledon: “You have 
got to be focused for two 
weeks.” 


Lammtarra sought after 
b^apariese breeders 


TOKYO (AFP) — A 
Japanese syndicate of 
breeders has offered to buy 
the retired European Triple- 
Crown horse Lammtarra for 
$30 million from its owner 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), a syndicate official 
said Friday. 

“We expect to receive a 
reply to foe offer overnight 
at foe earliest,” said Minoru 
Ohsugi of Js Co. Ltd, a 
Japanese stallion dealer 
which leads the syndicate. 

The five-year-old British 
bay has been retired early 
into a breeding life since 
October after winning the - 
three most prestigious races 
in Europe last year — foe 
English Derby at Epsom, 
King George VI at Ascot 
and Prix de I’ Arc de 
Triomphe at Paris. 

Lammtarra, meaning 
“invisible forcelin Arabic, 
was foe first horse to com- 


* FOR SALE * 

1989 NISSAN MAXIMA, EXCELLFMT CONDITION, 
DUTY UNPAID. 

3-D ter engine, 6 cylinders, automatic. American options incL auto- 
matic seat belt, cruise control central lock, Installed CD player and 
boss stereo system. Mteage only 52^000 mtes. Ctercoal grey 
colour. 

Price : $11,000 ( negotiable ) 

For more Information call 682635T7 
(10 a. m. -1p.m. & 6-8 p.m. ) or 822323 (3-6 pm) 


Amra Hotel bolds reception 

Amra Hotel held a reception last week to mark the 
beginning of the summer season. Regional Director. 
General of the International Forum Hotels and 
Director General of Amra Hotel Ali Bishah and his wife 
were there to welcome invitees to this yearly reception. 
Invitees included diplomatic corps members, members 
of parliament and media representatives in addition to. 
Amra Hotel diems. The hotel has recently refurbished 
its rooms and facilities to cope with the inclosing 
number of tourists. 


plete the triple in the same 
year since Mill Reef in 
1971. 

“Our offer has been 
priced extremely high,” 
Ohsugi said, adding that he 
had heard about rivalling 
offers. “We cannot be sure 
of the result. It could end 
up disgracefully after all.” 

The horse, bom of 
Britain’s last triple winner 
Nijinsky and Oaks queen 
Snow Bride on a U.S. form, 
is owned by Maktoum A1 
Maktoum, a member of foe 
UAE royal famil y. 

Ohsugi said his syndicate 
had made an initial offer in 
the second half of last year 
but the owner’s side was 
not willing to sell the horse 
at that time. “We made foe 
final offer early this week 
by proposing foe price and 
other terms,” he said. 

The most expensive stal- 
lion deals in history includ- 
ed the sale of Irish Derby 
winner Sharif Dancer for 
$40 million in the early 
1980s. 


Egyptian 

Soccer 

Federation 

dissolved 


CAIRO (AP) - Egypt's top 
sports official Thursday 
disbanded the Egyptian 
Soccer Federation after a 
top-ranking local team 
walked out of a playoff 
match after insulting the 
referee. 

Abdel-Monetm Emara, 
head of the Higher Council 
for Youth and Sports, 
declared foe 449-member 
federation defunct because 
“of foe events that occurred 
in A1 Ahli and Zamalek 
match* . 

The match was part of 
local league fin a l s and was 
televised nationally, draw- 
ing thousands of viewers. 

Emara also dismissed 
Zamaiek’s board of direc- 
tors. 

Zamalek players walked 
out of foe game in the 40th 
minute in the second half, 
claiming that foe second 
goal scored ■ by A1 Ahli 
against them was an off- / 
side. They were beaten 2-0 * . 
by A1 Ahli. 




JOB VACANCY 

A manager wanted to open 47 unit resort, in the 
Sultanate of Oman with the following qualifications: 

I - 5 years experience in 5-star hotel in a supervisory 
level on the rooms division. 

2- Self-starter with a professional personality. 

3- Fluent in Arabic & English as all. 

4- Computer oriented. 

Compact package for suitable candidate 
Ptom npreas »our full CV by the 12th of July 
1996 with recent photo to: 

P.O. Box 993 Muscat 
P-C, 113 Sultanate of Oman 


John Travolta and 
Gene Hackman 
in 

Get Shorty 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Eddie Murphy ....in 

The Distinguished 
Gentleman 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD n l" 

Abu Al Dahab 

Shows: 12:30, S-3Q 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 

Fo~nc"obd"”2”" 

That Night 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


PRESENTS 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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lalifier Pierre Borneo 
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it to be focused fori 
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LONDON (R) — Germany coach Bern Vogts claims his 
injury~hit team are not fevonrites -for the Euro 96 final 
against the Czech Republic Sunday despite the feet history 
is.strongly in favour of a record third German triumph. 

Tbc Germans, bidtfing for their iturd title after 1977. mA 
123P, have not lost to tbe Czechs since the 1976 European 
final when fee former Czechoslovakia finished off a superb 
game by winning a penalty shoot-out 5-3 in Belgrade 
.The Germans also beat tbe Czechs 2-0 In'tbeir first game 
of .fee group stage at Euro 96. ' 

Bjjt Afogts’s team go into tbe Wembley final with two key 
pteyers. suspended — midfielder Andy Moeller and wing- 
back Stefan Reuter — as wen as a long list of injuries 
which have forced their physiotherapists to work non-stop 
this week. 

: Vbgts, who played in tbe 1976 final, said: “We had prob- 
lems beating them when we had our best team Now that 
we. are missing important people, we are the o utsider s.” 
The Germans, beaten finalists in Sweden four years ago, 
are ahnost certain to play fee final without captain and 
chief marksman Juergen Klinsmann, who tore a calf mus- 
cle in their quarter-final victory over Croatia last Sunday. 
Klinsmann, who missed Germany's victory over England 
in "Wsdnesday’s se mif i nal s, has spent most of this week 
having treatment in a last-ditch effort to get fit for the final. 

But ream officials say the Bayern Munich striker's 
chances of recovering from an injury which normally takes 
arileast 10 days to heal are regarded as low as five to 10 
percent. 

. • ffTm still clutching at straws” the former Tottenham Hot- 
spur striker said. “I still have a hope, even if it’s not a big 
one. The doctors have been clear to me but 1 still believe I 
can get fit I always try to think positively and maybe they 
fwwhftlp me malfft it.” 

: [Vogts will have to draw up a plan without Klinsmann and 
ishkely to bring in both Oliver BierhofF and Turkey-based 
veteran Stefan Kuntz up front Kuntz was the only out-and- 
out striker to play against England but scored their crucial 
equaliser. 

'Hs® German trainer's main problem is replacing Moeller, 
who has been an outstanding playmaker in England. Vogts 
is expected to name veteran Thomas Haessler in midfield ■ 
wife Bayern Munich's Talented Mehmet Scholl. 

Haessler will probably captain the team Thomas Stmnz 
is expected to be brought in to replace Reuter at right back. 

Vogts ’s claim that tbe Czechs are favourites is unlikely to 
have any influence on his opponents, who have shown a 
relaxed approach to the tournament but produced some 
sup erb results including a victory over Italy in fee group 
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Several of the team have experience of fee Germans from 
placing in the Bundesliga. 

Influential libero Miroslav Kadlec and striker Pavel Kuka 
play for Kaiserslautern and attacking midfielder Parrik 
Berger earns his living at champions Borussia Dortmund. 


gyptian England fans riot after defeat 


MARLOW, ENGLAND 
(R) — Terry Venables 
brought fee curtain down 
on his two-and-a-half reign 
as England coach on an 
optimistic note on Thurs- 
day following his team's 
emotional departure from 
Euro 96; 

A few hours after seeing 
his dream of becoming the 
first England boss since Alf 
Ramsey 30 years ago to 
win a major prize shattered 
in a semifinal shoot-out by 
Germany. Venables walked 
away wife his bead held 
tegh- 

He also left his successor 
Glenn Hoddle wife a squad 
vastly improved on the one 
he inherited from Graham 
Taylor. 

Few would doubt that 
England, under Venables, 
have re-established them- 
selves among tbe elite of 
Europe and have proved 
they can play wife flair, 
imaginati on and style. 

“We have two tiers of 
players, a senior squad and 
a younger group of players 
coming in behind them and 
I think the experience will 
hold them in great stead — 
Nick Barmby, Jamie Red- 
knapp, Robbie Fowler, Sol 
Campbell, fee Neville 
brothers and so on,” said 
Venables. 

“The experience they 
have gained here has been 
invaluable to them and they 
will go on and hopefully do 
terrific things. 

“We also know that now 
we don't have to fear any- 
one. We played, Spain, 
Germany and Holland, 
three of fee four favourites, 
and we can be happy wife 
how we have gone about it, 
although we did not get fee 
full ticket. 

“The players have 
become men for all sear 
sons. If it’s a battle they can' 





Indurain aims for ride into 
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Terry Venables robs his nose during his last press con- 
ference as England soccercoach- Venables hands over 


ference as England soccer coach. Venables hands over 
the management of the England soccer squad to former 
Chelsea manager Glenn Hoddle at the end of Euro 96 
(Renters photo) 


win it, if it's a football 
match they can do that, too. 
Beating Holland was par- 
ticularly satisfying and we 
should not underestimate 
our top players. They can 
compete wife the best.” 

On a personal note be 
said: “I’ve had a good two- 
and-a-half years and I have 
never enjoyed anything so 
much in football as fee five 
weeks challenge that we 
have just had. 

Venables steps down after 
being in charge of fee team 
for 23 matches. Apart from 
the five games in Euro 96, 
the rest were friendlies. 

His final record reads: 11 
wins, 11 draws and just one 
defeat — to world champi- 
ons Brazil last summer. 

Former Chelsea boss 
Hoddle lakes charge for fee 
first time in September 
when England start their 
World Cup qualifying cam- 
paign in Moldova. 


Venables dismissed sug- 
gestions be may stay within 
the England set-up in an 
advisory capacity or as 
technical director. 

Despite England's elimi- 
nation on Wednesday Ven- 
ables was being feted as a 
hero Wednesday, just 
weeks after being criticised 
for sanctioning a warm-up 
■trip to tbe Far East which 
ended in controversy when 
his players allegedly dam- 
aged fittings in a plane 
bringing them home. 

“Our preparation was per- 
fect and I have no regrets 
about anything except last 
night's result,” be said. “In 
that way, leaving is not so 
bad. 

“In some way there is a 
feeling of contentment 
because almost everything 
was fulfilled. We enjoyed 
winning together, now we 
have to face losing togefe- 


LONDON lR) —^Hun- 
dreds of English soccer 
fens went on the rampage 
inLondon and other areas 
of Britain early Thursday 
fighting police, overturning 
cars, looting shops and 
smashing windows. 

The rioting erupted after 
England lost their Euro 96 
semifinal on penalties to 
Germany on Wednesday. 
London police said they 
had arrested 196 people so 
fez^ . while 30 people had 
been injured wife some 
being taken to hospital 
-Riot police rushed to 
Trafalgar Square and other 
parts of central London to 
quell the violence and 
repeatedly charged the 
troublemakers, many . of 
whom had been d rink ing 
heavily. 

“What we have seen in 
Trafalgar Square . is pure 
ho oliganism YOU Cah’t put 
this down to high spirits. 
This has nothing to do with 
soccer” said police com- 
mander Tony Rowe. 

Police video operators 
and photographers were put 
in force and a spokesman 
said he was confident that 
those caught on film would 
be tracked down and arrest- 
ed. 

' “The operation was in 
fact successful because we 
matmgffri to contain tbe 
trixible to Trafalgar Square 
and a couple of surround- 
ing streets and did not let it 
spread to other parts of tbe 
city, - ” be said by telephone. 
__ The violence started as 
soon as ""England missed 
their final penalty but did 
not involve attacks on Ger- 
man fans and there was lit- 
tle evidence the mayhem 
had been planned. 

' Police bad in any case 
been bracing themselves 
for trouble because similar 
outbreaks of hooliganism 
followed England's defeat 
in . a. penalty shootout to 
Ger many in the 1990 World 
Cop. 

.Violence erupted else- 
where in the country as 
drunken fens vented their 
anger at England's defeat 
In Reading, west of the 
capital, police said there 
had been many reports of 
gangs running through the 
streets, smashing car wind- 
screens and shop windows. 

More than 300 fens ram' 
paged through the centre of 
Bedford, north of London, 
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looting shops and smashing 
windows. 

Commentators united to 


Jacquet reflects on price of failure 


condemn the violence, say- 
ing it could sully the mem- 
ory of a heroic perfor- 
mance. 


Britain’s newspapers, 
conveniently forgetting that 
they had written fee team 
off just a few days ago, vied 
to pour the most praise on 
the players. 

“Lion kings” thundered 
the tabloid Sun, traditional- 
ly one of fee team’s fiercest 
critics. “This tourna- 
ment.. .Gave England back 
tbeir pride and put us back 
at the top of fee world 
where we should be,” it 
said. 

“Tears of our heroes,” 
said the Daily Mirror: 
“Penalty breaks all our 
hearts,” commiserated tire 
Daily Mail. 

Tbe Daily Express said 
feat while the tournament 
had never been likely to 
reverse the country’s long 
sporting decline, it bad 
given great pleasure to mil-, 
lions. 

“It reminded us of the ties 
that bind us as a people and 
maria many of us under- 
stand what kind of country 
this could be, if only we 
tried a little harder,” said 
the paper. 


WRIGHTENGTON (R) — 
France coach Aime 
Jacquet, criticised for leav- 
ing Eric Cantona and David 
Ginola out of his Enro 96 
squad, denied on Thursday 
that he had made selection 
mistakes. 

“I have absolutely no 
regrets,” he said about the 
22 players he selected for 
the European Champi- 
onship finals . 

*T had total conviction 
(about my selection), 
although afterwards one 
can say anything,” he 
added as his dejected squad 
prepared to leave fra: home 
after their semifinal penalty 
shoot-out defeat by the 
Czech Republic in Man- 
chester. 

But Jacquet did admit 
there were failings in attack 
that cost France an expect- 
ed place in Sunday’s final 
at Wembley. 

At Old Trafford, domain 
.of Manchester United idol 
Cantona, France completed 
four hours of football with- 
out scoring. They were 
taken to extra time and then 
penalties also by . the 
Netherlands in tbeir quar- 
terfinal in Liverpool on Sat- 
urday. 

‘There are a Ira of things 


we mast look at again,” 
said Jacquet, whose coun- 
try host the World Cup 
finals in 1998. ■ 

Forward Youri Djorkaeff, 
at a loss to explain France's 
dearth of goals, said: “We 
most reach the World Cup 
final.” 

Jacquet said be did not 
plan major changes in per- 
sonnel but would have to 
analyse new tactics to over- 
come the scaring difficul- 
ties. 

Midfielder Zinedine 
Zidane, who has 1 been 
below par at Euro 96. said 
that however good a team 
believed they were they 
quickly had to come to 
terms wife tbe feet that it 
was “very difficult to com- 
pete at this level”. 

France conceded only 
two goals in their five 
matc hes, one a brilliant free 


kick by Hristo Stoichkov in 
their 3-1 win over Bulgaria 
in tbeir last group match. 

But they gave away a cru- 
cial equaliser to Spain in a 
1-1 draw in Leeds in their 
previous match, .a goal 
which Jacquet said changed 
Ranee’s whole focus. 

“If we bad won this 
match, all fee rest would 
have been different” 

Had France beaten Spain 
1-0 and secured tbeir quar- 
ter-final place before meet- 
ing Bulgaria in Newcastle, 
Jacquet said he could have 
rested some players know- 
ing he could afford a defeat. 


However, he said it was 
crucial to his side's 


pogress to have taken part 
in fee 1 European Champi- 


onship. 

“It has helped. us take a - 
big step forward.” 
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the Cap Vrfmac Invitation Pairs in 

Amsterdam. On this hand from the 
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event, they reached the popular 
contract of si* hearts- North's jump 


WEST 

*9B54 

982 

065 

+KJ976 

SOUTH 
*A763 
9QJ974 
084 
+ Q8 


EAST 
*Q2. 
OKS 
O Q J 10 2 
*105432 


to four clubs showed a singleton, 
South cue-bid in response and. 
when a Key-Card Blackwood ask, in 
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which the kina of trumps counts as 
an ace, revealed that one control 
was missing. North placed the con- 
tract in six hearts. 

A dub was the lead at most of the 
tables. Some declarers crossed to 
the ace of spades and immediately 
J-took the trump finesse. Later, they 
tried the spade finesse for tbeir con- 
tract, but that, too, failed. Down 

"silling South, Rosenberg adopted 
a different approach. Alter winning 
the chib lead, he cashed the ace and 
king of diamonds, then ruffed a dia- 
mond with the nine of trumps. 
West's failure to overruff marked 
the trump king with East, so 
Rosenberg ruffed a club in dummy, 
raffed another diamond high, then 
cashed the ace of trumps and exited 
with a heart. 

East was trapped. A dub return 
would allow dedarer to r nffin hand 
while discarding a spade Lorn dum- 
• my, and a spade return would 
assure no losers in that suit. Either 
way, 12 tricks were there without a 
finesse. 
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Opening leads Seven of * 

Who is the best among the 
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those who know and we would haz- 
ard a guess that, leading the field 
would he oft-time world champions 
Eric Rodweli and Jeff Meekstroth 
and farmer British internationalist 
Michael Rosenberg, now a New 

Yoric readmit. . 

Earlier this year, Rosenberg and 
Tin Mahmood successfully defended 


BUILDING FOR SALE 

A first class building located in a unique site at Urn j 
Uthaina - 6th Circle, comprising three storeys, each 
storey is a complete apartment with an independent 
entrance, the finishings were done for owner . Total area 
1,200 square metres. The premises is best suited for 
embassies, diplomatic missions, international compa- 
nies, employees’ residence, family residence, etc.. 

For information & price please contact 
phone No. 683896 


VILLA TO LET 


A 2 level villa that has been rented to foreigners and 
journalists is now available for rent. Location: 
Ancient part of Jabal Amman, First Circle, near Bani 
Hamida. 


Three bedrooms, 2 baths, guest room, spacious din- 
ing room, large kitchen with balcony, servant’s room, 
garden, complete central heating and solar system 
water, telephone line. 

For more information, please call 690847 


FOR RENT 

1) Deluxe three-bedroom duplex residence with 
quality furniture. Facilities include satellite TV, tele- 
phone, garage, use of common swimming pool, 
squash-court and 3-acre landscaped gardens, secu- 
rity gate with remote TV entry phone. Ideal for for- 
eign executives. 

2) Deluxe two-bedroom flat with all of above facili- 
ties. 

Cali for appointment to view 834807 
from 10 am. -5 p.m- 


history in Tour de France 


PARIS (AFP) - Miguel 
Indurain sets out on this 
year’s Tour de France seek- 
ing a place in history. He 
aims to become fee first 
man to win the epic race six 
times. 

History suggests, though, 
that the great Spaniard, the 
first man to win five in a 
row, will foil. Both Eddie 
Mercx and Bernard 

Hinault, the two previous 
five-time winners, foiled on 
their final attempt to win 
six, albeit narrowly. 

Mercx finished second, 2 
minutes and 47 seconds in 
arrears, to Bernard 
Thevenet in 1975 and Hin- 
ault was also runner-up in 
1986 to Greg Lemond, over 
three minutes behind. 

Indurain, who will be 32 
on July 16. is different to 
Mercx in several respects, 
not least feat be bases his 
whole season on preparing 
for the erne race — the 
greatest tour of them all. 

Mercx, known affection- 
ately as the ‘cannibal’, 
raced to win all season and 
in 1973 won three of the 
major tours, Italy, Spain 
and France.' In 1974 be 
became the first man to win 
fee Tour of Italy, the Tour 
de France and the World 
Championship in the same 
year. 

Indurain has twice won 
fee Tour of Italy in tbe same 
year as he won tbe Tour de 
France (1992/93) but as he 
has aged be has preferred to 
race in smaller races such 
as the Midi Libre and the 
Dauphine, gaining morale- 
boosting points over his 
potential rivals. 

Indurain is not embar- 
rassed by fee feet he only 
chases tbe Tour de France. 

“For any professional 
cyclist winning the Tour is 
the pinnacle of their career, 
whereas winning fee 
Olympic title is purely 
symbolic,” he said. 

The Dauphine race this 
year was a perfect example 
of- Indurain is pref-tour tac- 
tics. Main rival Laurent Jal- 
abert held tbe overall lead 
for much of the race and. 


with compatriot Richard 
Virenque, beat tbe ‘old 
timers' Indurain and Tony 
Rominger in the Alpine 
stages. 

Rominger remarked 
wryly after fee Mom Ven- 
toux stage to Indurain: 
“Tbe young generation are 
taking over.” 

Indurain piled on fee 
pressure when it was most 
needed and an exhausted 
Jalaben retired on the last 
stage, to give Indurain his 
second successive 

Dauphine. 

Rominger, mindful of his 
earlier remarks, said: 
“Well. The young aren’t 
quite in charge yet!” 

Indurain Iras been criti- 
cised in the past for not 
being adventurous during 
the Tour, preferring to sit 
back after winning the 
time-trials and lening the 
others snatch stage victo- 
ries as a consolation. 

Indurain, though, thinks 
that his opponents ore 
improving in that area 
w’hile declining in the 
mountainous stages. 

“I don’t think that my 
mountain riding has 
improved, it is just feat my 
opponems have declined 
while improving in the 
time-trials,” be said. 

Last year he showed, 
though, that he was capable 
of attacking and running 
down his main opponents, 
this probably because his 
Banesto teammates were 
not capable of providing 
him wife the necessary’ sup- 
port. 

In past years the man 
from Navarre, who prefers 
to spend his spare time till- 
ing fee family's form! and, 
had been able to count on 
able lieutenants like Pedro 
Delgado and Jean Francois 
Bernard keeping him with- 
in striking distance of fee 
leaders. 

This year, hts team looks 
weaker with the reliable 
Frenchman Gerard Rue 
gone and two good 
Spaniards Mikel 

Zanabeitia and Aitor Gar- 
roc ndia departed for bitter 


rivals once, home of Jal- 
aben and Alex Zulle. 

But he says he is not wor- 
ried by the relative weak- 
nesses of his team and fee 
strengths of once. 

“We are two different 
teams. Once are always 
looking to attack while 
Banes to is much more of a 
defensive unit The only 
worrying thing is that we 
are incapable of changing 
our mciics.” be said. 

Indurain is a man of many 
qualities, popular among 
the peloton and selfless as 
he showed when he held 
the World Championship 
field back in Colombia Iasi 
October, giving teammate 
Abraham Olano the oppor- 
tunity to seize the road race 
championship — a prize 
feat Indurain had openly 
said he desired more than 
anything else. 

There have been rumours 
that the tall dark genius is 
on the point of retirement, 
and for him there would be 
no better way to go out than 
to win fee" histone sixth 
Tour, which pays him the 
ultimate tribute of passing 
by his family home in Pam- 
plona. 

Questions as to who was 
fee greatest of them all will 
no doubt he discussed for 
years on end, but it con 
safely be said feat Indurain 
has been a giant among 
men in fee Tour de France. 


*1986 - Greg Lemond 
COS.) 

*1987 - Stephen Roche 
(Ireland) 

*1988 - Pedro Delgado 
(Spain) 

*1989 -Lemond 
*1990 « Lemond 
*1991 - Miguel 
Indurain (Spain) 

*1992 - Indurain 

*1993^- Indurain 4 

*1994 -Indurain » 
*1995 -Indurain 
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fur two senior 
professionals 


Arab Insurance Group, 
(ARIG), is looking for two 
senior professionals to fiU 
the following positions 
based at our Group 
headquarters in Bahrain. 


AJRIG is the most 
international of the 
insurance companies in the 
region. It ranks among 
the one hundred biggest 
reinsurance companies in 
the world and is 
internationally recognised 
as a highly dependable 
and professional insurance 
organisation. 


ThaRoto: 

You will bo responsible for the supervision, follow up 
and coortfination of all actions and matters with respect 
to the legal affairs of the Company, its business interests 
and related legal and fiscal issues. You will organise 
and ensure the provision of legal advice and guidance 
to ail business units and subsidiaries of the Group as 
may be required by their operation, the laws and 
applicable regulations. You will also assume the 
functions of Secretary to the Board of Directors. 


The person: 

You have gained experience as a senior corporate 
legal officer in an international financial institution or 
as an Internationa] lawyer in a reputable legal firm m 
which you are handling the affairs of major financial 
institutions or corporations with multi-national interests 
and/or activities. 


You hold a degree in Law from a recognised university 
and you are fluent in both spoken and written Arabic 
and English. 


If you are interested in 
these career opportunities, 
please send your CV and 
covering letter in English, 
quoting the reference 
number to: 

The Assistant Manager - 
Human Resources 


The Role: 

Ybu wiB be required to assist in the Corporate Planning 
process and to support ARIG Management's decision- 
making, in particular by undertaking market and 
economic studies and research as may be required. 
You will be involved in establishing and implementing 
methods and procedures to monitor and analyse market 
and commercial trends that may impact current and 
future activities of the group. 


The Person: 

The candidate will have at least four years practical 
experience in the Financial Services industry, preferably 
gained within the Insurance/Re-insurance field. 
Excellent communication skills are essential, both 
verbally and written, with fluency in both Arabic and 
English. Sound experience in applying computer 
software to date analysis and EconomicFinancial 
modelling, and educated to MBA level or equivalent 
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ARAB INSURANCE GROUP (B.S.C.) 


P.O. Box 26992. Manama, Bahrain. Fax: (0973) 53H55 
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Turkey denies role, as attack 
kills six, wounds 16 inside Iran 


TEHRAN i AFP) — Four 
women and two children 
were killed and 16 others 
wounded when three Turkish 
helicopters rocketed a border 
region in northwestern Iran 
after invading the country’s 
airspace, Iran’s official news 
agency IRNA reported 
Friday. 

The Iranian foreign min- 
istry summoned Turkish 
Ambassador in Tehran, 
Ahmet Mi that Balkan, on 
Thursday to “sharply protest” 
Wednesday's raid and 
demanded a “prompt expla- 
nation.” it said. 

The "iO-minute-IODg" 
attack took place in the 
Silvana border region. 25 
kilometres west of Orumieh 
in West Azerbaijan Province 
after the helicopters infiltrat- 
ed five kilometres into 
Iranian territory, accordins to 
IRNA. 

The victims were members 
of a nomadic tribe living in 
tents, it said. 

Bur in Ankara, the Turkish 
military denied its helicopter 
gunships had been responsi- 


ble for the attack, the semi- 
official Anatolia news agency 
said. 

Quoting unidentified 
sources at military headquar- 
ters the agency said no cross- 
border raid had been carried 
out in Iran. 

Sources nevertheless con- 
firmed Ankara's troops had 
attacked “terrorists” — the 
official term used to describe 
fighters with the separatist 
Kurdistan Workers' Party 

(PKK) — inside Turkey who 
had entered the country from 
Iran. 

The military source 
described that incident as rou- 
tine, adding that there was no 
problem between Iran and 
Turkey over the fight against 
the PKK. 

IRNA meanwhile reported 
that around 300 relatives of 
the victims gathered in front 
of the Turkish consulate in 
Orumieh on Thursday to 
protest "the cowardly act and 
demand a tough response 
from Iran.” 

The agency added that 
some 700 sheep had also been 


killed in the raid and S00 oth- 
ers were still missing after the 
attack, which “set fire to and 
destroyed the nomad's 
belongings." 

Turkish jet fighters mistak- 
enly attacked two villages in 
Iran’s northwestern Sardasht 
region in January 1994, 
killing nine people and 
wounding 19. Iran officially 
accepted the Turkish apology- 
over the- raid and received 
compensation. 

Oo Thursday, thousands of 
Turkish troops backed by 
Cobra attack helicopters 
swept into northern Iraq at the 
start of a new operation 
against PKK rebels. 

The incursion was the latest 
Turkish operation in northern 
Iraq aimed at wiping out 
tr ainin g camps run by the 
PKK. which is fighting to set 
up an independent homeland 
in southeast Turkey. 

However, the latest incident 
came amid tense ties between 
the two neighbours over a 
number of issues, including a 
dispute over a Turkish-Israeli 
military pact agreed in 


February, which allows 
Israeli pilots to train in 
Turkish airspace. 

Iran, a bitter foe of Israel, 
has voiced fear the accord 
posed a threat against the 
country's security. 

Tehran- Ankara relations 

have also been strained in 
recent months over Turkish 
charges that Iran provides 
backing to Islamic fundamen- 
talist groups accused of ter- 
rorist activities in Turkey. 

Turkey and Iran, which in 
turn has repeatedly accused 
Ankara of spying, each 
ordered out four diplomats in 
April. 

Iran, a theocratic state since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution, 
has often been at odds with 
secular Turkey but the two 
countries have opted to coop- 
erate on pragmatic grounds. 

Facing threats from armed 
rebels, they signed a security 
pact last year to join forces 
against terrorism. They have 
extradited members or sup- 
porters of opposition groups, 
despite UJV. criticism. 
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Seeds of Peace gathering ends 

King calls for facing the challenges of peace 



Jtrf/V-j-. & 


.AMMAN (PETRA) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Thursday said the challenges 
facing the peace process are 
not easy, and called for col- 
lective work to face and 
overcome such challenges. 

“We all should work with 
open minds to overcome 
such challenges, through 
achieving peace amongst 
ourselves and removing all 
obstacles facing peace, the 
obstacles that nave limited 
our movement and our free- 
dom to work for peace,” the 
King said. • 

Addressing participants at 
a conference for the “Seeds 
of Peace” gathering which 
concluded in Petra on 
Wednesday. King Hussein 
outlined the importance of 
such an assembly, which 
works to promote peace and 
achieve people’s aspirations 
in overcoming the forces of 
evil and darkness, and estab- 
lishing peace. 


At an audience at the 
Royal Court, attended by 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Kbasawneh, Chief 

Chamberlain Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid. Executive 
Director of Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation Ibrahim Badran, 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Wesley Egan and the Israeli 
Charge d’ Affaires Jacob 
Rosen, King Hussein said, 
“we are part of the peace 
process and we hope that 
this gathering will expand 
and grow to be able to 
achieve all its objectives and 
overcome all the obstacles 
impeding its advancement 
and success.” 

The King praised the 
efforts of the members of the 
gathering, saying that their 
shared ideas and aspirations 
will achieve the long-sought 
future. 

King Hussein said he 
hoped that participants will 
be able to achieve their 


objectives in peace-building 
and assume leadership posi- 
tions in the future so that 
they can translate their ideas 
into action. 

Founder of the Seeds of 
Peace gathering John Walsh, 
a U.S. citizen, presented 
King Hussein with a carpet 
and an embroidered necktie, 
carrying the words “seeds of 
peace,” in addition to two 
portraits of King Hussein 
and the late King Abdullah, 
drawn by participants in the 
gathering. 

In a gesture of appreciation 
of the group’s contribution 
to the peace making process. 
King Hussein removed his 
necktie and replaced it with 
the embroidered one. pre- 
sented by Mr. Walsh on 
behalf of the group. 

Mr. Walsh said the gather- 
ing decided to hold its annu- 
al meetings in Petra in appre- 
ciation of the role of His 
Majesty King Hussein and 


Jordan in the peace making 
process. 

Summing up the objectives 
of the gathering which was 
founded in 1993 following 
the attack on the World 
Trade Center in New York, 
Mr. Walsh said the gathering 
groups almost 300 young 
people aged 12 to 14 and 
seeks to sow seeds of peace 
in the Middle East and else- 
where and to promote 
awareness among the young 
generations about the impor- 
tance of peace as a human 
and cultural value. 

Mr Walsh said, “We in the 
gathering share ideas, 
thoughts and perceptions on 
peace making, by working 
together for the interest of 

h umankin d.” 

Taking part in the Seeds of 
Peace conference were 246 
participants from Jordan, 
Egypt, Palestine, the United 
States and Israel. 


JOINT EXERCISES: UdS. Marine, Savarese Lawrence B, from New York sits in an 
assault amphibian vehicle Thursday as Yusra Ed wan, a Jordanian journalist in the 
Islamist AJ Liwa weekly walks past. Edwan is one of a group of journalists cover- 
ing the exercises in the Jordanian desert of Qatraneh, a windswept area 100 kilo- 
metres south of Amman where Jordanian and U.S. troops are conducting joint 
exercises until Julv 10 codenamed “ Infin ite Moonlight 96” (Reuters photo) 


Labour finds over 10,000 
fraudulent ballot papers 


Bildt threatens sanctions if Karadzic fails to quit 


TEL AVIV (AFP.) — More 
than 10,000 fraudulent voting 
slips were uncovered tty the 
opposition Labour Party after a 
partial inquest into May 29 
elections which were won by 
the Israeli right by less than 
30,000 votes, labour officials 
said Friday. 

Labour, which is calling for 
the elections to be declared 
void, found 11,000 more vot- 
ing slips than the number of 
voters in 700 ballot boxes. 

Much of the fraud was traced 
to ultra-orthodox Jewish areas 


of Jerusalem and areas of Tel 
Aviv where die .popularity of 
former Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres was at a low ebb. 

. An election assessor from 
the extreme rightwing Moledet 
Party told the Yediot Aharonot 
daily that ballot boxes in his 
office had been stuffed with 
votes for Mr. Peres' rival and 
current Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

A district court in Jerusalem 
on Sunday put off hearing until 
July 4 a claim by the Labour 
Party calling for the election to 


be annulled. 

. The party insists a total of 1.5 
per cent of all votes cast — 
around 42,000 — were fraudu- 
lent. In cases of legal chal- 
lenges in the past the courts 
have ordered new ballots to be 
organised in the areas where 
the frauds were perpetrated. 

An initial appeal against the 
election result, presented the 
day after the results were 
announced and concerning the 
issue of blank votes, was 
rejected by Israel's supreme 
court. 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
international community on 
Friday pledged to reimpose 
punishing economic sanctions 
on Serbs in Belgrade and 
Bosnia to force war crimes 
suspect Radovan Karadzic to 
quit as Bosnian Serb leader by 
Monday. 

International envoy Carl 
Bildt threatened the sanctions 
— which currently are sus- 
pended — would be reim- 
posed if Mr. Karadzic did not 
quit as “president” of the 
Bosnian Serbs by July 1. 

“Karadzic has to step down 
by July 1 or after that sanc- 
tions will be reimposed 
against Republika Srpska or 
Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia or against both", 
Mr. Bildt's spokesman Colum 
Murphy said here. 

“Tie deadline will be July 1 . 


It has been made very clear to 
(Serbian President Slobodan) 
Mr. Milosevic that sanctions 
will be triggered most speedi- 
ly unless the appropriate influ- 
ence is wielded in Pale by him 
and unless we see Dr. 
Karadzic step down from pub- 
lic office," he added. 

The Serb leader has so far 
resisted all pressure on him to 
leave office and Thursday 
vowed to run in elections due 
in September unless the Serb 
entity in the central two-entity 
nation of Bosnia — the 
Republika Srpska — was 
named a separate country. 

Friday he was warmly 
applauded as he addressed the 
opening of the convention of 
his hardline Serb Democratic 
Party, which is expected to re- 
elect him as president of the 
party. The threat to the Serbs 


and to Belgrade is the sharpest 
attempt yet to force Mr. 
Karadzic to quit. 

Sanctions against federal 
Yugoslavia were suspended 
by the United Nations in 
November 1995 and those 
against the Bosnian Serbs 
were suspended in February. 

They could be re imposed 
within days of Mr. Bildt send- 
ing a letter to the U.N. 
Security Council and would 
not be subject to a U.N. veto. 

Mr. Milosevic — who origi- 
nally backed Mr. Karadzic in 
the Bosnian war — was the 
signatory of the Dayton peace 
treaty for the Serbs and is held 
responsible by the West for 
securing Mr. Karadzic's 
removal from power. On 
Tuesday. Mr. Milosevic called 
publicly for Mr. Karadzic to 
leave office as “president" of 


the Serbs immediately. But 
Mr. Karadzic, who has been in 
power in the Serb-held areas 
in Bosnia since april 1992 and 
has been written off wrongly 
many times in the past, 
refused to quit. 

In Lyon, France, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said G7 member 
states and Russia adopted an 
action plan to ensure the suc- 
cess of Bosnia’s first post-war 
nationwide elections, set for 
mid-September, but declined 
to reveal details. He again 
called Mr. Karadzic to leave 
power and turn himself over to 
the U.N. war crimes tribunal 
in the Hague. 

In Moscow, a foreign min- 
istry spokesman on Friday 
also called on the indicted war 
criminal to step down from 
office. 


UNRWA about to relocate in Gaza 


VIENNA (J.T.) — After more 
than 18 years of being based in 
the U.N. complex in Vienna, 
UNRWA is in the final stages of 
preparation for the return of its 
headquarters back to the area of 
operations. In about three 
weeks, the agency’s headquar- 
ters will be relocated to Gaza 
from the Austrian capital, where 
the UNRWA's headquarters 
were transferred in 1978 from 
Beirut, following the deteriora- 
tion of the security situation in 
Lebanon. 

Commenting on the move, 
UNRWA Commissioner- 
General Peter Hansen stated: 
“We should be able to benefit 
from a much closer interaction 
between the different parts of 
UNRWA and ensure their effec- 
tive coordination with field 


operations.” 

The construction of die 
agency's new headquarters 
building is nearing completion 
at a site alongside the existing 
field office compound. It has 
been only nine months since 
construction of the 4300 square 
metre headquarters was started, 
and accelerated construction has 
allowed the building to be com- 
pleted on time. 

The building will accommo- 
date up to ISO staff members. 
Approximately 4.000 cubic 
metres of furniture, files and 
equipment are expected to be 
moved from Vienna to Gaza, in 
three separate shipments 
between June 28 and July 13. 
About 80 UNRWA staff mem- 
bers working in the agency’s 
Vienna headquarters will relo- 


cate to Gaza on a short-or long- 
term basis between July S and 
21. Offices moving from Vienna 
to Gaza include the office of the 
commissioner-general adminis- 
tration and human resources, 
external relations, public infor- 
mation, finance, budget, 
accounts, treasury and legal. A 
small office will temporarily 
remain in Vienna to handle 
administrative matters. 

UNRWA's archives, including 
files recording the agency’s his- 
tory since its inception in 1950 
as well as its film archives, have 
already arrived at the agency’s 
headquarters in Amman. An 
additional 15 staff are being 
relocated to Amman where the 
agency's provident fund secre- 
tariat and information systems 
office will also operate. 


Israeli tourists to Kingdom outnumber Jordanian counterparts by 10 to 1 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — While one out of every 10 
tourists in Jordan is Israeli, the number of 
Israelis visiting Jordan is 10 times the 
number of Jordanians visiting Israel, 
according to figures the Jordan Times 
obtained from the Jordanian embassy in 
Tel Aviv. 

An average of 10,000 Israelis enter 
Jordan every month, and 

‘in 1995 the Jordanian embassy in Tel 
Aviv issued over 120,000 tourist visas to 
Israeli citizens," ambassador to Israel 
Omar Rifa'i said in a recent interview with 
the Jordan Times in Tel Aviv. 

Since the peace treaty was signed in 
October 1994, only 11,000 Jordanians 
crossed the border with Israel, Mr. Rifa'i 
said. 

These figures, confirmed by the Israeli 
embassy in Amman, suggest that Israelis 
account for 12 per cent of the one million 
tourists who, according to official state- 
ments by the Ministry of Tourism, visited 
Jordan in 1995. 

Peace with Jordan enabled the Israelis for 
the first time in their history to drive to 


another country. 

Egypt, which reached a peace agreement 
with Israel in 1978, never signed a trans- 
portation agreement with the Jewish state 
allowing for private traffic between the two 
countries. 

“Maybe foreign observers might not 
notice it, but for Israelis the fact of being 
allowed to drive their own cars to another 
country is certainly significant," Mr. Rifa’i 
noted. 

Jordanians and Israelis started to cross 
into each other’s country using their own 
private vehicles as of April 28. 

With last Sunday’s first El AI flight to 
Amman, following the inauguration of 
Royal Wings regular flights to Tel Aviv last 
April, and the launch of the first bus ser- 
vice between Jordanian and Israeli cities 
two weeks ago, the transportation agree- 
ment between the two countries has been 
put to full implementation. 

Mr. Rifa’i pointed out that, as business- 
men travel on tourist visas, it is very diffi- 
cult to detect how many Israelis crossed the 
bonier for business reasons and not simply 
on a tour. 

He told the Jordan Times that Jordanian 
and Israeli businessmen very rarely contact 


the Jordanian embassy in Tel Aviv, prefer- 
ring direct contacts with their counterparts 
or other channels. 

However, he said that the number of 
Israelis who came to Jordan drawn by busi- 
ness opportunities represents “a small per- 
centage" of the total of Israeli visitors. 

Travel agents claim that Israelis who vis- 
ited Jordan last year did not contribute 
much to the increase of tourism revenues. 

They say the Israelis usually do not 
spend that much money nor time in the 
Kingdom. 

Press and cultural attach^ at the Israeli 
embassy in Amman Shalom Tourgeman 
admitted that Israeli tourists rarely spend 
more than four or five days in Jordan. 

’They usually come in from the northern 
crossing point of Sheikh Hussein bridge, 
visit the sites, and cross to Eilat from the 
south," he said- 

Mr. Rifa'i said he saw the need for more 
elaborated tourist programmes and that 
“agencies should work out more appealing 
tourist packages, and concentrate on tours 
that include Egypt Israel and Jordan." 

On the other hand, Jordanians who visit 
Israel are in most cases driven by motives 
different from their neighbours. 


“Many Jordanians who enter Israel could 
not be defined as tourists, especially those 
of Palestinian origin who come to Israel to 
see the places of their roots and visit their 
relatives," Mr. Rifa'i told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Tourgeman agreed that very often, 
amidst business contacts, even the sched- 
ules of Jordanian businessmen travelling to 
Israel include visits to relatives. 

Tourist visas to Israel are issued for two 
weeks or one month. 

“As we are still working from a hotel, we 
tried to reduce the pressure on the 
embassy by asking tour agents to gather 50 
passports at a rime and deliver them to our 
consular section,” explained Mr. 
Tourgeman. whose embassy currently 
operates from the Forte Grand Hotel, pend- 
ing the end of the construction works at the 
new- embassy at AI Rabia neighbourhood. 

Jordanians who overstay die duration of 
their visas “will never be granted another 
visa to Israel." Mr. Tourgeman warned. 

Both die Israeli embassy in Amman and 
the Jordanian embassy in Tel Aviv have 
fixed their respective visa fees at JD 13 or 
NIS 72. 

“In the beginning," when, on December 


10, 1994. the Jordanian embassy in Tel 
Aviv first opened, “Jordanians used to 
charge NTS 160 for visas," Mr. Tourgeman 
said, “but the fares were lowered mo 
months ago.” 

Both the embassies in Tel Aviv and 
Amman stated that there were no 
Jordanians resident in Israel nor vice versa. 

According to both embassies’ sources, a 
‘‘minimum” number of Jordanian and 
Israeli students are participating in 
exchange programmes. 

Thanks to an agreement between the 
University of Jordan and the Hebrew 
University, two Jordanian students are cur- 
rently studying Hebrew at Ulpan Akiva 
and preparing to start their PhDs at the 
Hebrew University. 

Mr. Rifa’i told the Jordan Times that 
some Jordanian students are attending spe- 
cialisation courses in hospitals in Israel 

On the other hand, 10 Arab-Israeli stu- 
dents are studying in Jordanian univerei- 
ties, according to sources at the Israeli 
embassy in Amman. 

“We received a lot of applications by 
Jordanian students who want to go and 
study in Israel," Mr. Tourgeman said. 


Polanski film irtj 
doubt after star^ 
defection 


PARIS (AFP) — VVorKt» 
Roman Polanski’s ng* 
film The Double has bees 
postponed indefinitely fcfc 
lowing the recent defection’ 
of John Travolta who was 
to have >t;irred in it oppq= 
site French actress Isabdfc 
Adjani. Shooting was su^ 
poved to begin Monday st 
the Boulogne-BillancouJ’ 
Studios west of Paris. B* 
instead reliable source^ 
there said the sets hud bseif . 
dismantled and the session 
called off. The star of S®1 
turday Night Fever a 
Pulp ’Fiction walked out 
and left France a week ago 
after a row with Polanski 
over the scenario. Manda- 
lay Productions hired & 
lesser known Steve Martini 
4 Q to replace him. Howis^ 
ver the film had alrewfy. 
been sold in some countries - 
with its original cast,"’ 
prompting Mandalay to sue 
Travolta in a court in Lor - 
Angeles. According to 
Mandalay. Travolra signed: 
a contract worth S17 mil- 
lion last year to star in The 
Double, an adaptation of & 
novel by the Russian writer- 
Dostoievsky . M andalay- 

said Travolta undermined _ 
the authority of Polanski by" 
insisting on making chaff^ 
ges to the scenario in th£' 
director's absence. TravoF 
ta's lawyer Bert Fields 
maintains however that. 
there was never any con- 
tract and that the only' 
points on which the actqr_ 
and director agreed we& 
the size of Travolta's salary.' 
and his right to approve or 
reject the scenario. Accor- 
ding to the specialised 
weekly Daily Variety, 
Steve Martin was to have 
received between S 10 and 
$ 1 2 million for his role in 
The Double. 


U.S. veteran gets 
Silver Star — 78 
years late 


SACRAMENTO, Califor-' 
nia (R) — A 97-year-old 
American World War 1 vet- 
eran finally received Ills 
Silver Star for gallantry — 
almosi eight decades after 
the battle in which he 
earned it, officials said. 
Otto “Dutch’’ Bischoff was . 
cited for “great coolness w 
and courage" during the 
Battle of the Argonne in 
France in PHS. But 
through a military over- 
sight he never got the 
medal until now. Members 
of the fraternal Order of 
Trench Soldiers, a Califor- 
nia organisation devoted to 
preserving World War I 
memorabilia. uncovered 
the omission while con-' 
ducting research. 


China develops 
passion for Hong 
Kong soaps 


HONG KONG (R) — Chi- 
na is rapidly developing a 
passion for Hong Kong~ in 
its soap operas in the., 
countdown ro the handover 
of the British colony next 
year. The semi-official 
China News Service said 
Chinese television stations __ 
had churned out five soap 
operas featuring HongT 

Kong in the past year. A-- 
comedy movie titled One. 
Family, Two Systems, 
which contrasts the life*-, 
styles of a family split - 
between Hong Kong and : 
Shenzhen, just over ths 
border in China, has 
proved a smash hit. 


Busy Thais ring up 
70 billion baht 

breakfast bill 


BANGKOK (R) — Bang^ 
kok commuters, many of 
whom leave home before. . 
dawn to beat the city’s no- 
torious traffic, spend some • 
70 billion baht ($2.8 WF-. 
lion) a year to buy break 1 ' 
last on their way io work. 

A Thai FannersBank sur?.- 
vcy shows about 62 per.- 
cent of the 1,157 respon- 
dents said thev leave home 
between 5:30-7:30 a.m« - 
and travel 3U-90 minutes to 
work. 
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